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This is the third book in the series of the publications made by the author revealing spiritual knowledge 
harmonising between science and religion. This book is written in continuation of the book on " the Evolution of 
the Human Soul" and this is an explanatory discussion between the author and the divine being who declares 
that he is Swami Vivekananda on some of the topics dealt with in the first volume published under the name" 
Spiritual Science". It is indeed very difficult to establish harmony between material science and spiritual science 
as material science is dealing with secrets about the external universe while spiritual science is dealing with the 
knowledge about Spirit Divine. It was desired by the great Swami Vivekananda to bring out such a publication to 
establish harmony between science and religion as he found that such an adjustment is necessary at this age. 
His desire is being fulfilled by this publication as he is dictating these books as revealed by Divinities as ordained 
by the Cosmic Being. 

The advent of Sri Ramakrishna signifies various adjustments and evolutions suited to the need of this age of 
material science. It is declared in Geetha that the Lord of the universe will appear for making such adjustments 
in this world and Sri Ramakrishna's advent fulfils such a need. It was Swami Vivekananda who appeared from 
the state of Cosmic Being to introduce spiritual renaissance needed at this age that brought out ideas for a new 
adjustment. It was again destined by the Lord that the Swamiji ought to be the instrument in establishing a 
movement to introduce new ideals upholding the ancient spiritual heritage of India. He introduced a new 
evolution in the conception of Godhood both in the west and the east so that human society can accept a God 
who is a Cosmic Being beyond all differentiations of caste, creed and colour. These publications reveal divine 
knowledge for such an adjustment since the Swamiji is the person destined to be the author for such adjustments 
and evolutions in this plane of earth and in the higher regions of spirit as well. It is ordained by the Lord that 
these publications may be made by him in a wonderful manner after his life-time. We place this book also as an 
offering at the feet of the Lord who is described in this book as Cosmic Being. It is known that there will be two 
or three parts more to be published on " Conversations on Spirit Divine" as and when revealed. 


c Swami <T )h had an an il a 
1 st March 1964 
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CONVERSATIONS ON SPIRIT DIVINE. 

: > 

.. . . SRI RAMAKRISHNA. 

Disciple: — Swamiji, Sri Ramakriahna is said 
i to be an incarnation of Mother Divine. Again 
He is treated a8 an incarnation of the great soul 
who was born as Sri Rama and subsequently as 
Sri Krishna. You . have described Him as ; the 
embodiment of all'aspects of Gods and Goddesses 
while you were living in this world. How is it 
that He is being described in ever so many ways? 

Swamiji: — Yes, He was all these and yet 
beyond all these. ' You have heard that He Him- 
i self declared that He was born from the highest 
plane of sublime knowledge and bliss. In a vision, 
He saw that He reached that glorious height and 
that from that wonderful plane of divine light a 
child was manifested as embodiment of the same 
divinity. He meant by that statement that this 
child was really froi. the plane of Mother Divine 
who is glorious .divine light of knowledge and 
bliss. He also hinted that He Himself was the 
child. This state of light of knowledge is called- 
Saguna Brahman in-Vedanthic literature. '-Those 
who consider the highest manifestation of Brah- 
man as Mother Divine, treat this state of Saguna 
.. Brahman as Para Sakthi or Chit Sakthi 

; 

- • ‘ v 


• Mother 



2 Sri Rama krishna • 

Divine. Being born from this state of divine 
light He can be considered as an embodiment ot 
Divine Mother or conceived as a manifestation o 
Saguna Brahman. He has declared during the 
last days of His life that the same principle that 
was born as llama and later on as Krishna is this 
Ramakrishna and that declaration was made by 
Him as Ho knew that that divinity also was 
manifested in Him. During His period of spiri- 
tual practices He had wonderful experiences of 
different Gods and Goddesses of different faiths 
and religions. He had visions of these Gods and 
Goddesses as entering and disappearing . m o 
Him. Thus you will see that Sri Ramakrishna 
was the embodiment of all these Godlioods of 
different faiths and religions. Further, He be- 
came a knower of Brahman by having the expen- 
ence of Nirvikalpa state of Samadhi which is the 
highest state in superconscious experiences. . inis 
attainment makes one identified with the highest 
principle beyond all differentiations of relative 
planes. You may conceive Him in any way you 
like. 

Disciple:— I do not understand why Sri 
Ramakrishna was treated as an incarnation of 
Mother Divine on the face of your detailed expla- 
nations regarding the state of His personality. 1 
think that it is easy to conceive Him as a specia 
manifestation of the Spirit Divine. 
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Swamlti: — There is only one Spirit as the 
substratum, sustaining power and attaining desti- 
nation for all that we see and know as existing. 
This Spirit is called Brahman, the Absolute.- This 
Spirit exists beyond all our conceptions ; and 
understanding. It is the unmanifested state of 
the Spirit Divine that is the basic principle • of 
everything in this cosmos. The same principle 
becomes vibrant in a lower stage and that stato 
is full of divine glory. Wonderful powers are 
manifested in that state. That state is called 
Saguna Brahman by Hindus. Ancient sages did 
not know anything- about Mother Divine. They 
spoke of the highest • state of Brahman. Later 
on some of them got revelations about the state 
of Mother Divine and we may find mention' of 
such revelations in the Vedas of Hindus. Before 
the time of the ; Puranas (epics) there was a 
period known as the ago of Agamas ' (science i of 
socrot occult practices).' Followers of secrot occult 
practices are known as Saktheyas. They wor- 
shipped God as a female deity in different aspoots 
and forms. Slowly that conception of the deity 
evolved into the stato of a cosmic being from 
whom all tlieso universes are born. That stato 
of Godhood is called Mother Divine according 'to 
the followers of that sect. Saguna Brahman 
(vibrant state of Spirit Ihvine) is the source of all 
these universes according to ancient seers “of 
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Truth. Brahman, the Absolute is beyond every- 
thing. Bengal is one of the places in India where 
people worship this aspect of Godhood as Mother 
Divine, with devotion. Sri Ramakrishna was 
born in Bengal, where Mother worship is predo- 
minant. You know that all human beings grow, 
cultivating culture according to their surround- 
ings and associations. Sri Ramakrishna was born 
in a place in Bengal and as such, His environ- 
ments helped Him to be a follower of Mother 
Divine. By divine will He had to live in a temple 
dedicated for Mother worship, and carry on 
services of the deity there. Thus He got the idea 
of Motherhood of God well established in Him. 
He went on with His spiritual practices fixing up 
that aspect of Godhood as His chosen ideal and 
He got super-consoious experience of wonderful 
light of Divinity. He declared that that wonder- 
fur light was of Mother Divine as He conceived 
Motherhood of God as the highest ideal. 


Disciple:— Followers of other religions do 
not have the conception of God as Mothor of the 
universe* They rather conceive God as tho 
creator or Father in Hoaven. I desire to know 
if there is any difference in these conceptions* 

Swamiji:— I told you that the highest state 
of God is unmanifested divinity. It is impossible 
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|v, to describe that: state in anyway/- An illumina- 
S-Vting divine light is the manifested state of divinity. 
Iw.That power is called Father in Heaven. or Mother 
of the universe by followers of different religions. 

I'., That; state 'Of- Divinity; is the source,; of all these 
S'V visible’ and invisible v universes. : r : It may bo called 
ft... Father or Mothor according to our conception, 
fc Fatherhood of God is as good as the conception 
jfe&of. Motherhood of God. Sri Ramakrishna accepted 
•pi-Motherhoodb of God as i, the best&and; the highest 
j|p . as ; He jW as born and ^brought tup iunder such eu- 
fevironments.ttHe was a bora : from;, the manifested 
state jOf^divinity and. (He ? ;declaredithat it was the 
«^ : 8tate.,pf,Mother Divine.^:- Sages. of^India treated 
fe.that state, of divinity, as Saguna Brahman. Really 
’ that highest state of< divinity, .there is no sex or 
t^nam.e; or^form existing. «i. That, sublime state of 
i manifested divinity is known as the: highest God- 

f R ' hood, of different faiths arid religions .under diffe- 
rent names,- There is a bad impression creatod by 

I the followers of Mother worship that the aspoct of 
God as. Mother of the universe is full of delusions 
[ f as She is the power, that brings up, all difforonti- 
. . ations. U\You might have road about a talk bet- 
ween Hasra and Sri iRamakrishna^in. tho days of 
; His '.practices., ■ Hasra, 7 declared i-that;. Sri Rama- 
^ krishna’s ; Mother Diyine was a deity^full of Tamas 
/( darkness). ^tSri Ramakrisb n a |,repjied ' that His • 
Mother^piyine ,,was';|i)ight-.pf kng^^ge although 
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the cult of MoS It Z u- ° f G ° d • *™°wers of 
as the Mother of th^ ^ COnceive tIiafc power 
principle in vibrant nf t U . mv [ er6e ’ as the highest 
visible and Jn^ l U ** B ° UrCe of a11 **» 

W in the FallodToTd d ^ ^ * 
IS the creator of every thine' in th 6C&re that God 
of them soeak 0 f thZ! g hlS Cosm08 -. 1 All 

ous power that producoT^St 1 ? 0 ** ^ gl ° ri_ 
as existing. There i« « hat wo see and know 

Mother onke^Zs^sIn-n 8 ^ the 
the real nature of Bmh llIusor y P°wer veiling 

Snr, /irr *>• 

agree with that view as that a I r W ® d ° n0t 

Be^istentandfteeofi^^^ 
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nq,power , that ia ? capable of, veiling the glory of. i , 
Brahman.- Those who* conceive that power as,-., 
deluding may have such v. experiences ;as a results}'. 
of/ their. faith and conceptions.?,., SrtRamakrishnaj|^ 
said. that the ■ highest*. principle ; which/jis ■ beyond^®' 
everything is itself appearing ras. manifest ed -asIPSf^ 
po\ver divine and that . power. . is i^appearing asi^ |'> 
different manifestations in this cosmos.; .This view-^*/ 
harmonizes both the ^conceptions iofvFaiherhoodWi^. ' 

of-.God and Motherhood of GodaBri :Eamakrishna^Sv ; 

was a' special manifestationT^frdm;iithati8tate:>.of|«| : 

divinity to make harmonyibetween-different faiths®|l 

and religions and to. prove: that Godois attainable, iRl" 

by .following spiritual practices (as >taught4>y 

religion. . • .. . 


• ■ r T • Disciple:-— If Sri Eamakrishna .is' the embo'^^K<. 
dimenfc. of all Gods ; ia^|Goddesse^ 
faiths and religion* ^hy*- did, iH€$remain asaWf 
Hindu? Why did He not establish; a ^new,;religion^»" 
of His own as Lord Buddha did?, ,'j He ^could haye^PS 
.established a faith that <^ ; will have /universal acoe-^'^^fe' 
ptanoe. This is another, important question that^l& ; ' 
£ coming up in my mind vg.H-.m-.iii 

I' . Swamiji: — H is advent was to lay, the foundr^^^i.'}' 

ation for a universal religious renaissance/ j-He -was^^^M^ 
-neither a.Hindu nor - a:‘>Ghristian;;iiHe)wasn the^^g; = 
ivitalizer of all religions as iHe i was ‘(‘following ; 

Versal nrinr»ir»loa q nocrtfo L tt nil / T_Y — ;*• . i 
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of each religion. At last He deolared that diffe- 
rent religions are paths leading to the same goal. 
He showed the path leading to a universal 
brotherhood; During His life time He had foll- 
owers from different religions. After his life time ' 
His message spread to different parts of this 
world and we know that there are His followers 
all over this world. He did not want to be the 
head of any movement. Ho was only to give 
enlightenment in the modern world and to show 
that one can practise 'all kinds of Sadhanas (spiri- 
tual practices! although one belongs to a particular 
faith. Therefore He did not establish any now ' 
religion. 

Disciple: — What was the real purpose served 
by the advent of Sri Rarnakrishna in this world 
where there are ever so many religions and faiths 
to show the path to the kingdom of God ? Was 
it not enough to follow the path shown by the 
sages and prophets of the past ? Did he show any 
new light after getting new dispensation from 
Mother Divine whom Ho worshipped throughout 
His life ? 

Swamiji: — No, he did not show any new path ! 
in addition to the already • existing religions. vHis 
Mother Divjne showed Him different .methods of 
spiritual practices of Hinduism and then He was' 


different religions and attained the highest goal fr-directedito, practise other, religions: as. .well.-* He 

- ~~ - ' ’ •’ * ' 1 practised them and attained their goals and then 

showed practical methods leading to God realizar 
? ition to. His followers; He declared that God.exists 
f >"in most tangible and perceptible manner { and^Se 
was capable of proving the existence of Godito- 
others also. In’ fact He : showed > and : gave v experi- 
ences to many during His life time'. n The purpose 
of the advent of Sri 1 Rarnakrishna ;♦ was - touprove 
the'existence of God and to show the 1 path'istiited 
to' this age for attainig God or the goal of 'Human- 
life/ ’ ! He has 'deolared 1 that 1 the'goab of life Jintthis 
'plane of earth^'is-to attain’ Gdd^realization^He 
did not want tohav.e 1 a'religionf of'His ‘hwh’.wjHe 
was’ born to vitalize 'all religions and to showslight 
towards the attainment of a renaissance^ resulting 
in harmony between different f faiths. Really?, die 
laid foundation, for a '-universalreligiousobrotherr 
: hood. ’ He had dispensation / from DiviheyMother 
to do this kind of services in this v world ly Ht^jw as 
of course enough if people were following pathBiOr 
religions as taugh^Jjy- ancient^s^ges or, r prophets, 
I but due. to the ohange of time, meptality of pgop|p 
f also has changed; ■ ^Therefore there arose ^the^neej 


for a new divine manifestation to f make adjust- 
: ments according to the needs of the time . 1 

f'-'l iV-driH --'..'l ■_> 

Disciple:— you ^haye ^described Sri ; Rama-r 

i • i i!_j; '._i .f 
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means that He was an incarnation of Mother 
Divine who is the presiding deity of the Chin- 
mandalaor the state of cosmic consciousness. -Am 
I to conceive Him as Mother Divine in a manifested 
form only. 

Swamtji* — -No, He is everything. You may 
conceive Him as the deity in whom you find joy 
in your worship and meditation if you have acce- 
pted Him as your chosen ideal. All Gods whom 
He realized entered into His being and became 
united with Him during the period of His spiritual 
practices. ' It is a fact that Mother Divine is the 
highest state of manifested divinity with cosmic 
state of consciousness. The highest principle 
known as Brahman is the essence of divine cons- 
ciousness. That Brahman in vibrant state is 
called Mother Divine. Now it is clear that Sri 
Ramakrishna’s advent was from the highest 
state of divinity known as vibrant state of Spirit 
Divine. 

Disciple: — That state is described by you as 
the source of all these visible and invisible uni- 
verses. Then, what iB the difference between this 
great soul and an ordinary human being ? 

Swamiji. — Human beings are born with past 
impressions and tendencies of innumerable lives. 
Every action that we do creates two kinds of 
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powers in us. One is the resultant experience and 
the other is an intangible power that will induce 
us to do further actions of a particular order. 
Some souls are born with divine tendencies and 
some others are born with tendencies of worldly 
nature. Results of actions of any life, if unrealized, • 
are sure to bo realized during subsequent lives. 
Ordinary human beings are born with all these 
limitations. Special manifestations of divinities 
like Sri Ramakrishna are born without any such 
impressions or tendencies.’ They are a special class 
\ having wonderful divinity manifested through' 
their lives. Such great souls are called incarna- 
tions of God. ' n 

Disciple: — Why are we to call these people , 
as incarnations of God ? They also appear as 
ordinary human beings. What is the difference . 
between them and ordinary class of people ? , : 

Swamiji: — It is very difficult to answer that 
question. Ordinary souls undergo all kinds of ; 
training for a very long time to attain spiritual 
realizations while these great souls gain such 
realizations without great difficulty and much' 
training. You will see from the life of Sri Rama- . 
krishna that Ho achieved the result of many lives 
praotices of an ordinary soul within a few years’ >. 
time. He practised different spiritual practices > 
as taught by different faiths and religions and'j 
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attained tUoir goals in such a short (imo tliat no 

other can imagine itpossible to accomplish It u— 

indeed a divine enthusiasm that was manifest^ 

m liis life He attained the Highest goals of all 

oranf- pat !S ®° 1 ce P t !* 1 V as 11 is course of 

piactice and at last declared that all of them were 

loadnig to the same goal. Tins kind „ f search 

alter I ruth is nniieard ofiu the history ofroligiou 

nnrlT mCh “ iUlterat ° man 

made all theso researches and found out solutions 

making the educated world astounded. In course 

mie He wanted proper receipients for theso 

new revolations and He waited for them. They 

also came as He desired. He entrusted them with 

certain duties and disappeared from this world 

After His departure, that wonderful spirit did not 

die. His power wbrked wonders and a movement 

came into existence. The movement might have 

been established as wished by Him and it may bo 

growing by His will. In the case of ordinary men 

their wish can bo carried out only during their 

lif'otrmo. If they are unable to achieve it, their 

wish will remain unfulfilled for over. I„ the case 

o an incarnation, no wish will remain unfulfilled. 

.... . ie e ot al1 Jils Wishes fulfilled durmtr His 

do. time and further He is getting His oxpoota- 
t.ous also iulfillod after Ho loft this ..lane! His 

a d aho rP H S ° ln l hle . was 10 lead His folio weis 
aud also Humanity m general to sublime beati- 
tude. His missioli in life is being fulfilled slowly 
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His mossago is spreading throughout this world 
without distinction of caste, 9 road or colour. 
r lhat illiterate villager who .was said to be a mad 
man by the people of (ho village of Dakshineswar 
has become the god or prophet for the people of 
this world at largo. Now you can understand 
the difference botween ordinary men and Divine 
manifestations from this description. I may say 
that those who do not want to .call theso great 
souls as incarnations, may call them as they like. 
But they are a class of people with unusual divine 
glory.., . i 

. •^ ISCIPLE: Swamiji, what is the need of such 
au incarnation at this time ? 

Swamiji:— It is said that tho Lord of the 
universe will appear in this world of ours to adjust 
spiritual laws according to the changed conditions 
of the world and the changed state .of mentality 
of people. This is certainly a time for such an ‘ 
adjustment due to the development of material 
science. Further thoro is a growth of disboliof in 
all that is roligious and ail that was bolioved • by 
pcoplo of olden days.- Not only that, thero aro 
many sects and roligions oxisting with diverso 
viows trying to establish supremacy, ono ovor the 
others. At such a period of time, there was the 
need for having an adjustment or renaissance re- 
sulting in harmony between different faiths. :That 
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is the cause for the advent of a. new divine per- 
sonality like Sri Ramakrishna. 

Disciple: — Swamiji, Lord Krishna was con- 
sidered a Poornavathara (incarnation with full 
glory) of the Lord of the universe. He has made 
such a renaissance as we see in Bhagavath Geetha. 
It is considered that the teachings of the Geetha 
are the essence of all paths and faiths and they 
are really the essence of all Upanishads. It is 
said that those teachings are for the modern world 
and that they will remain over new for the future 
world also. I think that there was no necessity 
for a new adjustment as all embracing teachings 
are given in the Geetha. 

Swamiji: — It is certainly true that the Geetha 
made harmony between different faiths that 
existed at the time of the advent of Lord Krishna. 
It is also true that it was a bold attempt to make 
suchan adjustment at that time, as the people of 
India wore adhering to Vedio ceremonies and sacri- 
fices. Yet it was not a world-wide renaissance 
that was the need at that time. This world waBnot 
so much advanced in spiritual science in those ■ 
days, although India was having wonderful dove? 
lopments in that science. Material science was 
also not developed in those days. Lord Krishna 
made harmony between the then existing systems 

of religions and faiths.- It was after His time that 
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Lord Buddha established His religion. It was 
again after His time that Jesus Christ and Moha- 
mmed Nabi introduced their religions. .Although 
Geetha proclaims harmony between different sects 
and faiths, that harmony cannot be treated as all- 
embracing as new r faiths and religions took birth • j 
after that period. Further, there is need of having j 
a kind of harmony between material science and 
spiritual science as this age is one of material 
science. It was therefore necessary to have a now 
divine manifestation at this ago and that need 
was fulfilled by the advent of Sri Ramakrishna. ; 

. , ■ ■ • - j i 

Disciple: — Did Sri Ramakrishna make any 
renaissance resulting in harmony between material 
science and spiritual science ? • : • 

Swamiji: — No, He could not attempt to do 
so as He was an illiterate man born and brought 
up in a village. He did not know the meaning 
of the word ‘science’. Yot His life can bo consid- 
ered as a laboratory of spiritual science of 
different faiths and religions. He left the work 
of harmonising material science and- spiritual 
science to bo done by His prominent disciplo, the 
world renowned Swami Vivekananda. The Swa- 
miji tried to make such a harmony between 
science and religion and he suoceeded in making . 
some such renaissance in those days. He was 
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16 Sri Ramakrishna 

thinking of proceeding on with that work, but 
unfortunately he passed away before completing 
that task. Thus you will see that the advent of 
‘Sri Bamakrishna paved the way for establishing 
harmony between science and religion besides 
harmonising different religions of the world. 

Disciple: — There is a chance of having con- 
fusion in understanding what Sri Ramakrishna’s 
stato of existence is in the realms of the spirit. 
Is He a human soul evolved into the sta'te of a 
Paramahamsa or is He a divine Incarnation? 
In the history of religions we know that there are 
prophets, sages, Rishis and divine incarnations. 
I am interested to know the differences between 
these classifications and the particular state or 
class in which Sri Ramakrishna is existing. 

Swamiji: — Yes, there is such a confusion 
existing. There are different classes of divine 
personalities such as prophets, sages and incarna- 
tions of God. Those who are ordained to be 
messengers of God as Jesus Christ and Mohammed 
Nabi are treated as prophets or messengers of 
God. Souls highly ovolvcd by passing th/ough 
spiritual practices are men of realizations and 
they are called sages. Some among them get 
revelations of spiritual secrets through divine 
beings of the plane of God-consciousness. There 
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are different planes of existence in this universe 
where the human soul can go after leaving this 
plane of earth and realize the fruits of his actions. 
The plane of God- consciousness is the highest 
among them. Divine beings reside there to carry 
on the works of the Cosmic Being. It is they 
who reveal spiritual secrets to sages and Rishis.' 
Men of spiritual realizations are called sages ‘in 
general. Some of them are ordained to have 
revelations of spiritual secrets- and they \yere 
called Rishis in ancient India. I have already 
told you that there is a special class of divine 
personalities manifested from the Cosmic Being 
to protect the righteous and to subdue the un r 
righteous. They are called incarnations of God 
in India. Some of them are born to make ad- 
justments suited to different ages and places in 
the affairs of religion. A Paramahamsa is said • 
to be a man of the highest realization. After 
attaining the state of Brahman if one remains in 
a human body he is called a Paramahamsa. Sri 
Ramakrishna was one such. Some people called 
Him a Paramahamsa, while some others called 
Him an incarnation of God. He is in fact all 
those and boyond thoso statos as well. I told 
you that He was born from the plane of sublime 
luminosity and divinity as declared by Himself. 
That plane is beyond all diversities and that ; is 
really the state of cosmic consciousness. There 
3 
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18 . Sri Ramakrishna 

is no distinction there between religions or sects; r 
Personal Gods with or without forms, of the plane f 
of God-consciousness are existing according to the \ 
conceptions of the prophets, founders and followers 
. of different faiths and religions; In the cosmic 
'state of consciousness such differences do not and 
cannot exist. Although born as a Hindu, by 
divine will Sri Ramakrishna led His lifo as an 
uncle moon for all classes of people. He was a 
Hindu and at the same time He was a Christian 
and a Muslim as well. He had followers and ; 
disciples also from all these religions. He went . 
through different kinds of spiritual practices as 
taught by different religions and realized the ' 
highest goal according to them. Further, He 
attained Nirvikalpa Samadhi (the highest super- 
conscious experience) where there is no existence 
of ego-consciousness or differentiations of name 
and form or of time, space and causation. 

Disciple: — Swamiji, did He not attain Nir- 
vikalpa state of Samadhi before He practised 
other religions ? Does it not mean that He was 
a Hindu at the outset? 

Swamiji: — Yes, He reaohed the highest slate 
according to Hindu conception. That state is 
beyond all differentiations. Only after attaining 
that state He could think of other religions and 
faiths. Till one reaches that state one will have 
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the sense of difference between various religions 
and Godhoods. That is the reason why we say 
that there are different Mandalas (spheres) in 
Brahmaloka for different Gods of different reli- 
gions and faiths. Sri Ramakrishna was a Hindu 
and at the same time beyond all differentiations. 

Disciple; — Does it not mean that Brhmaloka 
is having differentiations ? , _ 

Swamiji: — Yes, Brahmaloka is having some 
kind of differentiations. AH Hindu scriptures de- 
clare that all relative planes of existence are ' of 
names and forms. Names and forms are changing. 
The changeless principle which is called Brahman 
is beyond all these planes where names and forms 
exist. There are differentiations in all planes of 
relative existence. • 

Disciple:— If Brahmaloka also is of relative 
existence that plane cannot be eternal. It is in- 
deed meaningless to call this plane Brahmaloka. 
I thought that this name indicates "that the plane 
of Brahmaloka is a plane of existence, where 
human souls can remain in meditation on Brah- 
man. Do you think Swamiji that the human 
souls residing in that plane of existence are not 
having meditations on the state of Brahman? 

Swamiji: — It is needless to say that 1 Brah- 
maloka is pervaded by Brahman. In fact ’this 
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plane of earth is also being pervaded by Brahman- 
All that is visible and invisible are certainly 
pervaded by Brahman. Yet we know that v.o 
do not experience the existence of Brahman while 
we are in the plane of earth. We know that this 
plane of earth is a part of the corporeal body of 
Brahman who exists as the innermost essence of 
everything in this cosmos* Similarly wo know 
that Brahmaloka is the highest part of the astral 
body of the same principle called Brahman. In 
that piano of Brahmaloka (piano of God-con- 
sciousness) the soul of man may feel the presence 
of God in astral state full of divine glory. But 
Brahman is unmanifested divinity existing beyond 
all these manifested states of existence. Just as 
human beings are in search of 'Brahman while in 
corporeal bodies, their souls may be searching to 
have exporience of Brahman in that plane of 
existence also after reaching that stale. ‘Nethi 
Nothi’ is a process of search for Brahman accord- 
ing to the system of Vedantha. ‘Nethi Nethi’ means 
‘not this, not this’. A seeker after Truth who follows 
the path of knowledge begins his search by taking 
and analysing one by ono different sheaths of the 
body to sec if that is Brahman. When he linds 
that the external sheath made up of food called 
Aunamaya Kosha is not eternal, ho rojects tha t 
sheath saying that it is not Brahman. There is 
an inner sheath called Pranamaya Kosha made 
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up of vital force. As it is giving strength to this 
corporeal body and as the man is considered as 
dead when this vital force leaves the body, the 
aspirant tries to analyse and t ) see if the sheath 
of vital force is really Brahman. He finds that 
that sheath too is changing and perishable and • 
therefore he rejects that sheath also saying .that . 
it is not Brahman. Similarly sheaths of mind 
and intellect also are rejected as they are of 
changing nature. Then comes the sheath dof 
consciousness. It is very difficult to understand 
what is consciousness. Yet the aspirant tries to 
preceive the state of consciousness which is beyond 
conception arid in the course of his .researches, he 
may find that the consciousness, is nothing but a 
reflection of the divinity of Atman (the soul) 
which is the basis of all other states and develop- 
ments. This consciousness is the glory of Brahman 
if it is of cosmic nature.. Yet, this consciousness 
also is rejected as it is only a reflection of the 
divinity of Spirit Divine. This Spirit is beyond 
different sheaths and states and it is the state of 
Brahman, the Absolute. The seeker after Truth 
gots a vaguo knowledge about Brahman by foil-; 
owing the path of research in this manner and 
then he is to meditate upon the great dictum 
“Aliam Bralnnasmi” meaning “I am Brahman”. 
The goal of that meditation is Brahman indeed. 
You have heard that the plane of Brahmaloka is 
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of God-consciousness and the state there is divine 
light of knowledge. It is also said that it is a 
plane of intellect where human souls exist with a 
body made of intellect only. Thoso souls remain- 
ing in that state of God-consciousuess in the 
sheath of intellect, can realize personal Gods with 
forms, as personal Gods remain there as individ- 
ualized beings of divine knowledge. They can 
have meditations on impersonal Godliood also in 
a better and clearer manner as that state is ever 
radiant with divine glory. The name Brahmaloka 
denotes, the meaning that it is the plane of 
Brahman. Some people considered that the form- 
less state of God-consciousness prevailing in that 
plane is Brahman and they called that plane as 
Brahmaloka, meaning that that plane is the abode 
of Brahman. Brahman is certainly all these and 
beyond them all. Cliinmandala or the cosmic 
state of consciousness is beyond the plane of 
God-consciousness. Brahman, the Absolute is 
beyond the state of cosmic consciousness. Those 
souls who reside in the plane of Brahmaloka can 
meditate upon Brahman, just as we do here, and 
have higher states of experiences if they were 
followers of the path of knowledge. Those who 
follow the path of devotion are satisfied with the 
realization of personal Gods. It is the state of 
Brahman that is eternal and it is Brahman alone 
that is the highest state of beatitude. Till one 
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reaches that state he will-have . ‘I’ consciousness 
v existing in him. Brahman is beyond all vibrations 
and beyond ‘I* consciousness even. That Brah* 
l man, the Absolute is our goal, 
y C ’ ' • •• * 

Disciple: — Swamiji, I am really desirous of 
knowing what the purpose of an incarnation is. 
Is it not enough if we have personal and im* 
personal Godhoods of Brahmaloka for the benifit 
of the followers of different faiths ? 
lie- • * 

/ Swamiji: — Yes, it is enough,, no doubt, for 

| their worships and meditations. In fact, Brahman 
as the basic principle of all these visible and in- 
visible universes is enough for the worships and 
meditations of human beings. But people are of 
different capacities and modes of thinking and, as 
such, they want various types of Godhoods for 
their worships and meditations. Some .may be 
devotees and some others well-versed in philo- 
sophies. Devotees want human touch in their 
deities for worship. Siva, Vishnu, Kali and others 
are divinities of a higher order. Devotees may 
worship them with respect and fear. Rama, 
Krishna, Ramakrislina and such others are human 
beings whom devotees can love. They had human 
aspects in their lives. Some of the incarnations 
of God were wonderful divine manifestations with 
divine glories, while some others were mere ideal 
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personalities. These human personalities are of 
very great help for aspirants as they find the 
needed divine power, spirit and determination in 
them for the practice of meditation. They are 
the best moulds to put our consciousness into, to 
make it divine. Some aspirants do not need any 
of these Gods or incarnations as their object of 
worship or chosen ideal. 1 They select for their 
meditations other objects such as a flame of light 
or a glittering star of light of lightning or any- 
thing that is wonderfully shining. Now you can 
understand that both these sets of personal Gods 
and other objects also are needed to suit different 
types of aspirants. 

Disciple: — Do you mean to say Swamiji, 
that these forms of Gods are of po importance ? 
Then, why should wo meditate upon- such forms ? • 

Swamiji: — There is no doubt that the form 
of the object of meditation is not of much im- 
portance. It is the state of meditator’s conscious- 
ness that is of value. Yet, the mind of the 
meditator may require something gross to perceive,, 
in the beginning. It is very difficult to conceive 
an object without any form when an aspirant 
begins to practise concentration and meditation. 
Those who had practised such meditations in 
their previous lives and attained realizations of 


) 


Conversations on Spirit Divine 25 

personal Gods with forms may be able to begin 
meditations on God without any 'form. Others 
are to begin with some gross objeots for medita- 
tions. If such objects are not accepted in thebe- 
ginning that aspirant unay not be able to perceive 
properly the impersonal state of God . ■ Now you 
can understand that the form of God ' also : is 1 of 
importance for all aspirants in •; the course'. of 
spiritual practices. " ,,r ' 1 lU° 

IMAI -, •. ” h ’. n • ! • Oj I'"? ' '* • UJO 

Disciple: — Swamiji, • I "am' 1 'not much im-' 
pressed by this explanation. ! You -say’ that it' is 
only for the sake of easy conception that we accept 
personal Gods with forms. * Will you * kindly • tell 
me why such a process is necessary. ; Why should’ 
we not meditate upon God without 1 any form as 
Truth eternal. There are various personal Gods 
with forms like Kali, Vishnu, Siva and others/ 
How could men know what forms they are having?- 
Of course we know that Rama, Krishna, • Christ 
and other incarnations were hurnam beings. 11 1 
like to hear why these '■ incarnations are : to 1 be 
| accepted as objects for our meditations. • • 

v Swamiji:- — It is certainly for easy conception 
that an aspirant accepts a personal God with form 
as his ideal. There is another benefit also as I 
described above. We can love a personality- 
much more than a principle. jOurnmind will find 
4 
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it easy to be ever in communion with such a pers- 
onality with divine qualities. The object of 
meditation is meant for putting our consciousness 
into a state of divinity as represented by that 
objector chosen ideal. In meditation* wetry, 
to vet ourselves absorbed in our object of medita- 
tion and thereby attain the state of that object. 
Now it is clear that a personality is a better 
object for our meditation as it is easy for us to x 
our mind and to concentrate and meditate upon 
as our beloved ideal. If we accept incarnations 
or any divine personalities as our chosen ideal, 
there will be facilities to conceive them as our 
own. Personal Gods such aB Siva, Vishnu and 
others are divine manifestations indeed. But they 
are beyond our conception as they are descri e 
as all-pervading and at the same time personified 
in certain forms. These forms are conceived as 
described by divine powers who are said to be th 
divinities who revealed all Vedas and Upamehads. 
After hearing from them, sages meditated upon 
those forms and got realizations. Thus you will 

see that thev are of divine origin and that they 

can be meditated upon by aspirants who are 
devoted to them. The difficulty in conceiving 

them lies in their super-human nature, binding 

that difficulty, ancient sages introduced a sys em 
of worship of divine inoarnations. These inoar. 
nations are human beings although they are 


manifested from the divine power whom we call 
God. •' These incarnations are not born with 
accumulated effects of past actions and they are 
wonderfully divine. Such divinities are our ideals 
and they are the best moulds to shape our > con- 
sciousness as divine. - You want to know-if we can 
meditate upon the highest ’ principle as ' Truth 
Eternal. It is possible only after passing through 
a course of meditation on some objects with forms' 
Meditation on objects without • forms as Eternal 

Truth is indeed the highest and most difficult. \ /r 

- ■ fi 


in.. 1 ' '■ 
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■ Disciple: — Swamiji, you told me now ! that 
1 those sublime divinities in the form • of Vishnu; 
Siva and others are 1 conoeived as directed by 
divine powers who revealed our : Vedas and 
Upanishads to ancient sages. I am still doubt - 1 
ing if it would not ;be better to 'meditate upon 
them before commencing meditation on impers- 
onal Godhood. You have told me that it is ne- 
cessary to paBs through such a course before 
beginning the highest meditation. - Why should 
we meditate upon human beings ? Now I under- 
stand that forms of Gods are revealed by divinities 
only to make our oonoeption of God easy. Instead 
of meditating upon human beings, would it not be 
better to meditate upon those sublime divinities 
like Siva, Vishnu and others with forms as re- 
I yealed by divine powers ? _ j cC 
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28 Sri Ramakrishna 

Swamiji: — Yes, forms of God are certainly 
for our conceptions and meditations. All our 
scriptures say that God is all-pervading. But 
there are others who consider that God presides 
over the Kingdom of God. They believe in a God 
without any form as existing in Heaven, the 
highest plane of existence which is described as 
the Kingdom of God. Hindus alone accept. God 
with form in spite of their conception of God as 
formless and all-pervading. I am sure that you 
will lake this explanation as confusing. There is 
a difficulty in conceiving an all-pervading God as 
having a particular form. The object of introduc- 
ing such a form is to make it easy for our mind and 
intellect for perception. The aspirant is directed 
to begin with the meditation on such a form of 
God and to have communion with the state and 
glory represented by that form. You may have 
heard that one and the same divinity ie perceived 
through different forms of God. Different forms 
and systems of worships are introduced by ancient 
sages to lead human souls to that glorious state 
of Godhood. It is again with the purpose of 
making easy conceptions and loving attitude that 
the form and personality of incarnations are 
accepted as objects of worships as I told you 
before. . > 

• - Disciple: — Swamiji, Sri Ramakrishna is said 
to be a;i incarnation of the most sublime divinity, 
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\y He livod like an ordinary man of spiritual achoivo- 
f ments. Your explanations gave me an impression 
that such incarnations are the best objects for our 
. worship and meditation. I like to know if I can 
ft have the highest attainment or ' the realization 
of Brahman by meditating upon Him as He is 'a 
: v manifestation of the highest divinity. 

• j. , 

Swamiji: — Yes, He incarnated from the high, 
est plane of divine splendour. He attained ' the 
- highest realization of Hindu conception although 
He lived like an ordinary man and again practised 
■ other religions as well. He did not appear as an 
incarnation of God with super-human divinity 
and glory. He was living like an aspirant who 
practised wonderful spiritual practices and shone 
as an ideal before HU followers w ho accepted Hin;i 
as their object of meditation. . He became the 
embodiment of divinity by undergoing all kinds, 
of spiritual practices and by att8.ining the highest 
gods of different faiths. You know that -He 
attained the highest Nirvikalpa Samadhi during 
ths period of His practices. That state of Samadhi 
where the individual becomes one with the cosmic 
state of Spirit Divine in indeed beyond our concep* 
tion and beyond ah limitations. It is therefore 
possible to conceive Him as absolute. divinity be- 
ycnd all differentiations. - You can now understand 
that .Sri RamakrUt Da is not a personality and that 
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He is a principle. That principle is what we call 
absolute divinity or universal Godhood. By 
following Sri Ramakrishna and meditating upon 
Him, as a universal principle the aspirant can, 
attain the highest realization. If an aspirant 
conceives Him as a personality and as a great 
man of realization who lived in the temple 
of r Dakshineswar as a Brahmin priest doing 
wonderful researches in spiritual science as we 
road in the litorature connected with His life, there, 
is no doubt that he can reach such a personality in 
the plane of consciousness. < * 

Disciple: — Is it not possible to have such 
attainments by meditating upon any chosen ideal ? 

Swamiji: — Yes, it is possible to have such 
high attainments, provided, one is capable of con- 
ceiving the deity as having the highest state of 
attainment during the meditation of the aspirant. 
In this case it is nofc depending merely upon the 
conception of the meditator. 

Disciple: — Swamiji, I could not understand 
you properly. I think that the meaning of medi- 
tation is to mould our consciousness as our ideal 
on which we meditate. 

Swamiji: — It is true that the meditator be- 
comes the object of his meditation itself. Suppose 
you are remambering a friend whom you knew 
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some time ago. Your mind takes up his form as 
a result of the past impressions in your mind and 
thereby you get his remembrance. Similarly the 
meditator brings up the form and state of > the 
object of his meditation by conceiving the form 
and state as he has heard and understood. There 
are two kinds of objeots for our consideration 
now.' One is of matter and the other is of spirit. 
Spirit is without any form and existing in cosmic 
pervation. Mind or intellect cannot concentrate 
and meditate upon any object that 1 is of cosmic 
nature. There are certain material centres through 
which our consciousness is getting reflected in a 
human body. These centres are constituted with 
pure elements and are of our astral bodies. Intel- 
lect is a centre constituted with pure elements of 
fire and air in the ethereous body made of the 
pure elements of sky, air, fire and water. • Mind 
is another centre in the aBtral body and is consti- 
tuted with pure elements of fire, air and water* 
Consciousness is a reflected state of the individual 
soul and is full of electronic substance. When 
this consciousness is reflected through the above 
centres of intellect and mind those powers called 
intellect and mind are getting manifested. Simi- 
larly different sense organs are also centres in our 
' astral body and are constituted with pure elements. 
All our sense organs are centred, in the mind and 
our consciousness reflected through the centre.' of 
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mind makes those organs alive. These senses’ 
mind and intellect can perceive only material 
objects although consciousness is the power that 
works through all these centres. Now you can 
understand that our mind or intellect cannot 
v conceive Spirit Divine whiok is in cosmio * perva- 

sion. Meditation is a practice to lift the conscious- 
ness to higher and higher centres till the conscious- 
ness becomes free from all manifested states of 
existence and that realization is oalled super-con- 
scious experience. • The aspirant withdraws all his 
external senses from their objects and then with- 
draws his mind also from all sense-organs before he 
begins his practice. You know that he is trying to 
take away his consciousness from all these external 
objects by these attempts. Then he tries to fix his 
; mind on the object of meditation and then puts 

the reflected state of consciousness that is working 
‘ through the mind in the form of that object. Slowly 

he gains concentration, and the power of conscious- 
ness illuminating the mind takes up tho form and 
s state of - the object of his meditation. If the 

object is material, the mind will experience it and 
have full knowledge about it. If that object is a 
reflection of consciousness through anything ma- 
terial the consciousness that is shining through the 
meditator’s mind will become one with the object 
of his meditation. As a result of this union all 
modifications in the mind of the meditator will be 
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stilled. The mind of meditator will become inactive 
at that time as tho power of consciousness work- 
ing through that centre of mind is withdrawn to 
his intellect. It is the intellect that is having ex- 
perience oft he object of meditation without any 
modifications in the power of consciousness during 
deep meditation. In that state the aspirant can 
be satisfied that he has conquered 1 his mind. 
This is the highest kind of meditation on any 
object made up of matter. The form of I "God is 
manifested state of Spirit Divine although the 
astral body of the deity is made up of f different 
kinds of pure elements. It is for the benefit of 
devotees and followers that the Lord of the ' uni- 
verse is manifesting Himself in different forms and 
personalities. Those who practise spiritual ex- 
eroises will be able to perceive the ■ form of the 
object of meditation and dive deep ijito I; divinity 
in and through these material forms- ! i I have 
already told you that the mind or intellect are in- 
capable of conceiving any object of cosmio - perva- 
. sion- Brahman, the Absolute is the essence of 
consciousness and it is all- pervading. ' » If an as- 
■ pirant is meditating upon Brahman, he will have 
conceive infinity during his meditation and that 
■V is to be done with his consciousness only. If one is 
capable of meditating upon the form of his chosen 
ideal he may try to perceive a halo around the 
; form of the deity. • This .halo may be expanded 
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as all-pervading light divine and the form may 
be conceived as condensed state of the same light. 
The form may be melted away in that cosmic 
pervasion of light divine and thereafter the aspi- 
rant may continue his meditation on that cosmic 
light. During the course of this practice the con- 
sciousness of the aspirant gets withdrawn from 
the centre of intellect e-lso and the individual state 
of that consciousness tries to visualize the cosmic 
state. This is the highest meditation through our 
consciousness. By continuing this practice, one 
may get beyond the state of consciousness also 
and in that super-conscious state of experience 
the individual becomes lost in Brahman* This is 
the highest state of attainment of the realms of 
the spirit. It is the individual consciousness that 
is having communion with the cosmic state which 
is the manifested state or form of Spirit Divine. 
By meditating upon a form of any deity one gets 
control over his mind and his consciousness takes 
up the form of his object of meditation. It is the 
intellect that is having the experience of the form 
of the deity. By continuing the moditation with 
a halo of cosmio pervasion, the intellect also loses 
the hold on consciousness. But by melting away 
the form of the deity in that cosmic pervasion the 
intellect of the aspirant becomes inactive. There- 
after the meditation will be something like an 
attempt of the individual trying to become cosmic.! 
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I told you that the object of meditation can be . 
treated as sublime consciousness when it is of > 

cosmic pervasion._ Sri Ramakrishna issaid to be 
an incarnation from that cosmic state of con- 
sciousness or Saguna Brahman. He attained the 
highest realization of Brahman through the high- 
est experience called Nirvikalpa Samadhi. • Again 
He practised different religions and got realizations 
of their goals. Ho found that all these religions 
were different paths leading to the destination 
called God- By all these ocoult experiences He 
reached a state beyond all differentiations of all 
kinds- Maditating upon such a personality is , 

certainly helpful to reach a state beyond differen- 
tiations. That state is Brahman- Brahman is the 
essence of consciousness- This Brahman wished , 

a cosmos and it itself became manifested as the 
cosmos and all that is in it. The soul of man is 
nothing but a spark of this Brahman. This spark 
is now wishing to attain higher stages of man^ 
ifestations during the course of meditations.-/ At ( ' 

last it becomes Brahman* the source of all man- 
ifestations. All forms and personalities of Gods 
aro leading the aspirant to siioh realizations, provi- 
ded his conception gets expanded as desoribod 
above. Sri Ramakrishna’s life gives us illumina- 
tion as He passed through all these stages/. We 
have no knowledge any others have n passed 
through all these praotioes and experiences, 'You 
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can understand that Sri Ramakrishna was a living 
example for spiritual attainments. Besides having | 
occult experiences of a high order Ho lived as an 
emblem of harmony between different faiths al- 
though He was an ardent follower of Hinduism. 
You can see the highest state or principle shining 
through His life from all these descriptions of His 
personality. 

Disciple: — Swamiji, am I to understand that 
an aspirant can attain the highest principle 
through meditation on the form or personality of 
Sri Ramakrishna ? 

. / 

Swamiji: — No, I told you that one has to 
begin his meditation on the form of his chosen 
ideal and end the practice by dissolving the form 
in the cosmic state of light divine. Just to fix 
our mind and make it still it is very good to 
have an object with form in the beginning. But 
slowly one may dissolve that form in a state of 
divine light representing consciousness. Thereafter 
that meditation may be continued till one forgets 
himself in that state of consciousness. 

Disciple: — May I take thatl the advent of 
Sri Ramakrishna revealed a wonderful ideal for 
our worship and meditation ? He Himself was a 
living ideal and wo can easily conceive the highest 
ideal through His life. Will you please describe 
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the state of His consciousness so that I can have 
a better conception. You have stated that con- 
sciousness alone can conceive and meditate upon 
any object that is full of consciousness. Therefore 
I request you to kindly tell me something more 
about Sri Ramakrishna so that my conception 
may be expanded. 

Swamiji: — I havo already described that 
, Sri Ramakrishna was manifested from the 'state 
of Saguna Brahman. He called that state as the 
state of Mother Divine. Again by occult practices 
He became immersed in that power. He lived 
and acted as directed by Her. The highest Nir- 
yikalpa Samadhi also was bestowed upon Him by 
that Power. His Motner Divine directed Him to 
> practise different courses of practices as - ad- 
§ umbrated in those religions. Thus you will see that 
Sri Ramakrisna is a common ideal for all. He pra- 
; ctised all Yogas during the period when he was an 
l aspirant, but He lived as a devotee even after tho 
highest realization of Nirvikalpa Samadhi as 
directed by His Mother Divino. Ho was incar- 
nated from the sublimity of the highest glory of 
Brahman and as an aspirant Ho attained the 
[ highest pinnacle in tho realms r f tho spirit thruogh 
realizations. Thereafter He came down from 
: that height just as He came down from the height 
s of * glory of Brahman a.i a . divine incarnation. 
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Personality, i 8 the goal of th 18 ,.° . bafiis of H$ciousnes8. But you have to know much about 
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with His state. If VO u c H baVe commu n^ onsciou8ness gets contaminated and becomes 
own consciousness put int °.!° aad have yourS im P ure - Fromlhe highest glorious state of Atman 
consciousness by pronor p ° mould of His| the consciousness of man enters into a stato of 
ity and glory of His cor s^iousn ^ ° f tl10 8 V blim 4 trance where he will forgot the glorious state of 
that you are one with the hifrh^ B ^° U - see, Atman. Human oonsoiousness attains the stato 
you want to hear more abouf Sri Kamakrishi if* ^ obj ’ eot on . whioh ib dwolls for the time being. 

Disciple:— Y es Swam'” Tn & Generally man is immersed in wordly pleasures 

about Him as hearing • * ke *° bear mor e and tbe state ' of h is consciousness is identified 

g itseu is purifying. For with worldliness. Unless such a consciousness of 
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an aspirant is purified there is no possibility of 
his meditating upon an object that is pure con - 
sciousness itself. The process of purifying consists 
in meditating upon any object as embodiment of 
divinity. There are various preliminaries to bo 
undergone before systematic practice of meditation 
on a personality or an embodiment of divinity 
and they are meant for purifying the mind and 
intellect of the aspirant. Japa (repetition of the 
sacred syllablo), worship, prayer and all kinds of 
divine services and austerities are purifying 
practices. Only after such purification, can one . 
meditate properly on the form of God. By fixing j 
tho mind on such an object and remaining still./ 
without any modification in the mind, the mind 
of the aspirant disappears into his intellect which 
is a higher state of the reflection of his conscious- 

1 : »\i •- 

ness- 

Disciple: — Swamiji, I desire to know if the 
mind is only a reflection of the consciousness. 

Swamij:.— Yes, certainly. The mind is only 
a reflection of the consciousness. I told you that 
jn and through a centre made up of pure 
elements of sky, air, fire and water in the astral 
body of a human being, individual consciousness 
is reflected as mind. By higher meditation and 
lower Samadhi this reflection of consciousness 
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th^uoh the mind will vanish into the higher 
centre called intellect which is constituted of he 
elements of sky. air and’ fire/ That reflection 

through the centre of the intellect also will vanish 
into individual consciousness and this indmdu ; 
consciousness will' remain -in', communion cwrth. 
Cosmic Being in' higher state of'SamadhnfSuper, 
conscious experience).- It was through the abovei 
centres called mind and intellect'tbat the aspirant* 
was experiencing internal and external universe .* 
Body-consciousness of the aspirant is being " ex ~' 
periencedby his individual state of consciousness- 
Even after these reflections' of consciousness , have, 
vanished there will be the existence of the body 

consciousness. That body consciousness and the- 
individualized state of consciousness' will disappear • 
into the cosmic state of consciousness by practising ■ 
meditations on objects of cosmic pervasion d im, 
pressions gained by all actions and experienccs of 
a human being lie dormant in,. the individualized 
state of consciousness. This state 
is what we call ‘I’ consciousness. 
upon God or any other object full of divinity . all 

tendencies and impressions will bo . doatr °y ed ' 

course of time. Such a pure consciousness alone 

can conceive cosmic expansion ^ of Spin .; 
Spirit is pure consciousness and it ib 
pervasion. You can understand ***«"*%?. 

to begin with the . meditation on the form of -a 
6 
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God to enable the aspirant to have easy conception. 
There are various objects for meditation besides 
the form of a God and they are mere symbols 
representing consciousness- They are flame -of 
glittering star of light of lightning, globe of 
light and glory of light of lightning. All these 
will have a halo of light around them and they 
are accopted as objects for our meditation as the 
halo of light can be expanded as cosmic in cliara- 
ctor. 1< orm of deity also can bo conceived as 
glittering with a halo of .light around the form. 
Thus beginning with a form made of elements ono 
may proceed on with the practice converting that 
foim into condensed state of light having a halo 
of ligh t around it. This is the state of existence 
of different Gods in the plane of God-conscious- 
ness. If that form of the deity is dissolved into 
that halo of light after, expanding it into cosmic 
state, the meditator is having the experience of 
Saguna Brahman or Divine Mother. ■ That state 
is infinite divine glory indeed. It is clear that a 
human personality is advantagious to some as they 
have liking towards the nature and qualities of 
that personality. You have known that Sri ' 
Ramakrishna was born as an embodiment of the 
glory of tho Cosmio Being or Divino Mother. 
That means that He is the manifested form of 
Divine Mother or Saguna Brahman- He had' 
declared during His last days that the gteat 
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personality who appeared as Rama and later on 
as Krishna is now Ramakrishna. That declaration 
has a sort of esoteric meaning. Although He was . 
born as an incarnation of Divine Mother orHaguna 
Brahman, His declaration proves that the soul of 
Lord Krishna also has manifested in His being. 

Swami Vivekananda who got revelation of the 
sacred syllable impregnated with the power and 
glory of Sri Ramakrishna declares through the 
Manthra (syllable) that Sri Ramakrishna is- an , 
embodiment of all Gods and Goddesses- We know 
from the life story of Sri Ramakrishna that differ- 
ent deities on whom He - meditated upon entered 
into Him and became one with Him during the 
course of his spiritual practices. Not only Hindu 
Gods, but Christ and Mohammed Nabi also entered . ■ * 
into His being. Swami Abhedananda had a vision • ; 
in which he saw that all incarnations were mani- 
festations from Him only. Sri Mathura Nath* 
Biswas had visions of mother Divine and Lord 
Siva from His own personality. Sri Aghormani 
Devi had an experience that her chosen ideal, 1 ' 
baby Krishna was Sri Ramakrishna Himself. In 
the light of ail these declarations and experiences ■ 
by Himself and various other persons we have to . 
understand that He is the manifested state of tho 
Cosmio Being or Mother Divino who is tho origin 
of all Gods, Goddesses and individual souls. His 
realizations are unique and His practices aho are 
unheard of in the history of this world. Such & 
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manifested state of divinity is Sri Ramakrishna. 
He is the best mould for an aspirant in the begin 
liing. fo 

Disciple:- It is stated in Hindu epics that 
Kama and Krishna were incarnations of Vishnu 
Am I to understand that all deities are mawfeate.' 
Hons of the glorious power called Divine Mother? 


Swamiji: Yes, deities like Siva. Vishnu, 
Laksluni, Saraswathi and others are frbm that 
glorious state only. All these deities exist in the 
plane of God-oonsciousness or Brahmaloka. In - 
carnations of God like Rama and Krishna are all 
manifestations of the glory of Lord Vishnu. Sri 

Ramakrishna is a manifestation of the glory of 
Saguna Brahman as I told you before Lord 
Vishnu is said to be the protecting power of this 
universe. He dwells in the plane of God con- 
Bciousness as a personality with form inspite of 
the conception that He is all-pervading. He is 
the Lord of the plane of God-consciousness and 
all otlioi planes of existence below that state. He 
is Seated as a wonderful divine power and omni- 
p tent, omniscient and omnipresent God of the 

that "f ' v d , Ra “ a was an incarnation . from 
that state of Vishnu with divine glory to fight and 

conquer demons. It is again that personality 4o 
incarnated as Lord Krishna with fully develoDed 
divine powers. Such incarnations are considered 
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as incarnations of the Lord of Vaikunta and they 
will have superhuman powers and glories mani- 
v fosted in their lives. Sri Ramakrislma’s advent 
was from the state of cosmic consciousness, r All 
Jeevas or individual souls are also born from that 
state or Mother Divine. Incarnations are appear- 
ing in this world to establish Dharma (righteous- 
ness) according to the need of the age as destined 
by the ordaining power of the cosmos. These ■ 
incarnations are special manifestations of the j 
Lord of- the plane of God-consciousness who is the 
- manifested state of the Cosmic Being.- < Individual 
souls are born from Mother Divine, but they pass 
through various stages of evolution till they be- 
come perfect. Each soul is bom with past 
impressions and tendencies as guiding faculties of 
his life while an incarnation is free of all such 

• faculties. Sri Ramakrishna was born from -the * 
state of the Cosmic Being or Saguna Brahman as 
ordained by the Lord of the universe as absolute 
divinity. From His_ birth He was having a divine 
state of mind and a state of divine trance. From 
childhood Ho was of peculiar nature and He used 
to have His plays also as a divine child. He used 
to have assembly of children and all of thorn used 
to sing God’s name and danoe. During His school 
time also He with His friends used to go to a- 
mango grove nearby and act religious dramas. * 
During such dramas the main, part • used to ' be ' 
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played by this divine child who was then called 
Gadadhar Wherever and whenever some Sadhus 
(Sanyasms) came to that village He used to go 
there and spend His time with them talking with 
them and hearing what they said. After returning 
home He used to narrate all such stories and 
teachings to His mother and to other ladies of 
the neighboring houses. He used to visit all 
sacred temples of the locality with other people 
of the place and meditate there unlike others 

Ihe most wonderful play of- that child was that 

He used to go to a nearby temple in a secluded 
p ace of the village, sit there and meditate till late 

and Oodd “1 l ° T'^ ° ky ima S es of God ^ 
and Goddesses and perform worships with His 

playmates. In such a young age He was bold 

enough to say that He will not have so-called 

education ,f it is not helpful for attaining the goal 

life. He called it as mere bread winning edu- 

catmn. But He was ever ready to lbarn whatever 

He heard from mendicants and Sanyasms. It 

was this wonderful child that grew up as a wonder- 

IU 1 divine personality in later days. 

, , D^ciPMi-Swamiji I would like to hear more 
about Him. It is indeed a kind of practice, as 
hearing is the beginning of spiritual practices. 

Swamiji: That child was later on 'known as 
Gadadhar Chatterjee and He became the Poojari 
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(one who carries, on worship.) in Dakshineswara 
temple on the bank of ‘the river Ganges near 
Calcutta. It was again a wonderful chapter of 
His life as it was full of divine characters. He 
became God-intoxicated and He was ever in a' 
state of divine trance. His state became so very’ 
abnormal that people thought that Ho was mad. 1 ’- 
He carried on the worship in the' temple in ’an' 1 
exalted state of mind. He used to talk with the! ■ 
deity and attend on the image of the deity withj 
full conviction that it was alive. • He was in 
a God-intoxicated state during that" period and 
His worship in the temple was unique indeed.'* 
At such a young age He became an aspirant ever' 
engaged in spiritual practices without the guidance" 
of an external Guru (teacher). You might have' 
heard that He had the help and guidance of a 
Bhairava (divine spirit) during that period for'Hjs’ 
practices. Again there is the mention of the cm- 5 
bodiments of sin and divinities in the mind and a" 
fight between them. You know that Ho was ‘a' 
born divinity without any previous impressions’ 
or tendencies and ever after His birth the ’life' 
was a divino flow .full of burning desire to attain' 

; God realization. There is no meaning in 'the* 
statement that there is sin in Him and there was - 
. a fight between sin and divinity Within His being;* 
You can understand from this statement that’He •' 
was under the guidance and training' of divino 1 
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beings during that period* They were teaching 
Him through symbolical expressions. 

Disciple: — Why Swamiji, was He not a hu- 
man being ? Could He not have some touch of sin 
in him ? Probably actions of His young age might 
have accumulated certain amount of sin and that 
sin might have left His person at that time. That 
fight between the embodiments of sin and divinity 
is enough proof that there was sin even in Sri 
Ramakrishna. 

Swamiji: — Yes, there is possibility of having 
sin to anyone who is engaged in work. Geetha 
says that no action is possible without contamina- 
tion of some bad result. You have heard that 
Sri Ramakrithna suffered from throat disease 
during His last days. Ho Himself expressed that 
it was caused by the sins of His devotees which He 
took upon Himself* You know that He lived a 
very pious life doing good to all without distinc- 
tion of any kind. Yet, He suffered from such a 
disease at the close of His life because He took 
upon Himself the sins of many of His devotees 
and dsciples. But in His young age Ho had not 
done anything wrong and I do not consider the 
actions of a child to bring up so much sin. I 
myself consider that it was only a symbolical 
fight between two faculties of good and evil to 
teach Rim how an aspirant should fight within 
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himself to annihilate all that is evil. "• He wks ant 
% embodiment of divinity and yet He* had • to’ pas*- : 
l through all these processes of evolution to shine* l 

as an idoal before all. Anyway, we hear that 
there were inner powers to guide : Him during 
that period. He went on with the worship in the' 
temple in those days and was ever engaged' in* • • 
spiritual practices when He * was free • from the 
temple. He used to get up at night when others, 
wore in bed and go to Panchavati fa grove of five' 
kinds of trees) to carry on His spiritual practices,-: 

He had no fear in those days that He would .'be? 
attacked by ghosts or demons. He did not care; 
if it would rain at night or if there would f be, 
mist. There was no thought about snakes even, 
and He was fervently driven to attain the, • goal: 
without any other consideration.-. At last - He? 
became dispirited for want of realization and [ 
decided to sacrifice .His life before the image of i 
His chosen ideal. All on a sudden He got. a wonder-: 
ful experience that an effulgent and glorious light? 
was appearing before Him and He fell down ina*' 
superconscious state. That was His first realiza- . 
tion of a highor ordor. Before that Ho had some-' 
such experiences on two or throe occasions. One J 
of them was a wonderful experience. " One 5 day* 
while Ho was walking along a narrow ridge in the' 
paddy fields He looked up and saw- a beautiful! 

thunder-cloud and a flight of snow-white- craneal 
7 ' 




Sri Ramakrislina 

flying underneath. Some wonderful idea might 
have been the result of that sight as He fell down 
and was unoonsoious for a long time. 

T^ranrpr-W ,ffrrrn w ;j; Tr-V>«f 11 
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ing down on seeing a row of birds beneath the 
dark blue sky ? 

Swamiji: — Dark blue sky represents infinity 
or Brahman. The silvery ray in the middle seen 
as a result of the flight of white birds is the mani- 
fested state of Godhood. Probably that young 
boy might have got the idea of unmanifested 
Brahman becoming manifested somehow. Who 
can understand the state of His divinity in those 
days ! One day He acted the part of Lord Siva 
in a drama. It was a woderful phenomenon that 
Ho sank into deep Samadhi there and remained 
in that state throughout that night. When He 
identified Himself with Lord Siva who is conceived 
as the embodiment of Yoga and Samadhi He 
became lost in that state. Such a wonderful state 
was manifested in His life from His childhood. 
After the first experience stated above, He 
wanted to have such experiences whenever He 
desired. He went on with the struggle thereafter 
also, although the pang for God-realization Conti- 
nued in a controlled manner. All these wonderful 
practices and realizations were probably under the 
guidance of inner guides as stated above. 
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Disciple: — Is it possible to have guidance 
and instructions from such divinities in this 
plane ? I have heard" that Nachikethas went, to 
Yuma and had instructions there- But on this 

plane of earth can we believe that these things 
can take place ? • .. .. 

Swamiji:— Why not ? You might have heard 
that Pandavas got instructions from Yakshas 
(wonderful divinitios) while they were wandering 
in forests. Lord Christ and many cithers also are 
said to have had such messages from divine beings. 

Disciple: — Who are these Yakshas, Swamiji? 
It is said that there are Yakshas and Bhairavas in 
a higher state of existence. I would like to hear 
who they are. 

Swamiji:— There are Yakshas in different 
planes of existence. The lowest among them re- 
side in the upper part of Bhuvarloka. Bhuvarloka 
is a plane of existence beyond this earth and 
the corporeal universe. • It is an ethereous 
plane of existence' where departed souls exist. 
These Yakhas reside in the uppermost sphere 
in that plane and Bhairavas also reside just 
boyoncl that. Then there are Yakshas residing 
in the higher planes of existence like Thapoloka 
and Brahmaloka (plane of God- consciousness 
and the plane below that). . In other planes ajep 
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° there are divinities of the same ' type known as 

Devaduthas or angels. These divinities are 
managing the affairs of- the universe. God is 

omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent power 

and. these are divinities existing as glories of the 
same power. There are eternal- beings among 
them who conduct divine duties in different planes 
At tunes. there appear such divinities through the 
wish of the power whom we call God or Mother 
Divine or Saguna Brahman. You might have 
heard of a wonderful Yakeha about whom Keno- 
pamshad speaks.- That kind of Yakshas appear 
for special purposes by divine will. In the life of 
bri Ramaknshna you will see that Mother Divine 
appeared before Him and also before His Guru 
(preceptor) Thothapuri for such special purposes. 
These divinities appeared before them to teach 
rectify .and instruct them. Thothapuri was a 
non-believer in personal Gods. Just to teach him 
•that God. can be with or without personality, one 

divine power appeared before him. • 

t ' 

. Disciple:— A m I to understand that all our 

Thothapurfgot ? it>nS ^ ^ on ° ** Sri 

Swamiji: ft is so. Do you think the all- 
pervading God will appear before us and give us 
realizations ? Sri Bamakrishna used to get direc- 
tions from His Mother Divine and He uepd to talk 
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•with Her. - That - does not moan that tho power 

whom we call God or Mother Divine was seated 
within Him. That Cosmic Being cannot be centred 
in anindividual." First of all you are to know what 
is the difference between God and man.- God is 
the Cosmic Being having all-pervading conscious- 
ness with no individualized centre of consciousness 
■while the soul of man is a centre in that Cosmic 
Being with an ' individualized state of conscious- 
ness. this individualized ‘I’ consciouspess is 

getting identified with three kinds of bodies such as 
causal body, astral body and corporeal body .-'In- 
stead of having divine consciousness, being identi- 
fied with Braman, that centre of T ness is having 
body-consciousness being identified with all or' any 
■of tho above three kinds of bodies in every living 
being in any plane of existence.- Individual soul 
is only a centre having T consciousness In-; the 
state of cosmic consciousness and that conscious- 
ness is evolved as human being passing- through 
various stages of life -in our- plane of earth.M-This 
earth is a part of the grossest external universe 
whore tho lowest manifestations reside as a result 
of the vibrations in thecosmio state of conscious- 
ness. You will understand from all these descri- 
ptions that the human soul is only a spark in the 
■Cosmic Being aud that, the human consciousness 
us .only a part .and. par cel. of the cosmic -consoious- 
ness. Similarly, divine , beings also are mapifeatar 
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tions frora that cosmic state of consciousness; 
There are such divinities residing in different 
planes of existence to carry on the duties of those 
• planes. According to the state and glory of each 
plane, these divinities exist and they manifest 
their powers and glories. The plane of Vaikunta 
is of God-consciousness and those eternal divinities 
residing there are full of divine glories and powers 
It is these divinities that give us God-realizations 
as they themselves are glories and powers of the 
Lord of that plane. It is therefore clear that 
such a divine power might have been talking with 
Sri Ramakrishna and guiding Him during the 
period of His spiritual practices. You can very 
well understand that one personal God cannot run 
about to give realizations to thousands of aspirants 
of this world. These realizations are not mere 
experiences resulting from continuous and const- 
ant moulding of our own consciousness although 
it is stated that the object of meditation is a 
mould to shape our own consciousness. During 
the course of our attempt at moulding our cons- 
ciousness as our chosen ideal, the Cosmic Being 
appears and gives us realizations in the forms and 
states of our conception- Whenever there is a 
need it is through these divinities that the Cosmic 
Being appears before the aspirant in the form and 
glory of his chosen ideal. Young Gadadhar was 
being guided by His Mother Divine in a wopder- 
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l fu | manner ' He was taught as to how tcTdo 
spiritual practices and He was given directions 
for His future practices of different methods of 
| Hinduism and also different faiths and religions; 
One by one He practised all known paths of 
different sects and different religions as directed- 
by that wonderful Power Divine. He got the: 
ighest realizations in all paths praotised by Him- 
» and attain ed also the highest Nirvikalpa state, 
of Samadhi where there- is no time, spaoo and 
causation. It is a state beyond all conceptions, 
differentiations and consciousness. After attaining v 
that state where there is no differentiation, He 
' ° ame down and Practised other religions also to 
find out what their goals are. He proclaimed at 
last that they are all paths to the same goal. The 
pnnciple which is called God by Christians, Allah 
by Muslims, Brahman by Hindus and Enlighten-'' 
ment by Buddhists is the same divinity which is the 
essence of sublime consciousness. Thus you can 
«ee that Sri Ramakrishna was the embodiment of 
all religions and all religious goals of this world. 
He was the essence of all faiths and principles and 5 
He was the embodiment of all Gods and Goddesses ’ 
of different sects and religions as He found all of' 
them approaching, entering and disappearing ' 
into Him- Sri Ramakrishna was manifested form 1 
of the highest plane of divinity and after taking •' 
birth as an ordinary human being He underwent 
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ri a " kinds °f spiritual practices and attained that' 

highest state in Samadln. Yet He came' down' 
and lived like an ordinary devotee of Mother 
Divine to show an ideal before this world. He 
used to say that man has to live as a devotee of 

) (T °, d aa lon S as he is in a human body. He lived as 

a devotee of Mother Divine who is divine know- 
ledge and bliss only and He became so much' 

also "nth divinity that His material body 
also became condensed divinity. >IIe could not 
tolerate the association of worldly minded people 

and could not touch food and other articles 
touched by such people. 

Disciple: — Swamiji, why was Ho so very 
particular about food ? Was He not a knower of 

, , Ia man ? Is it not proper for such a great soul 

to treat everything as Brahman ? 

Swamiji Dont- You know from the above 
descriptions that His life was manifested state of 
su ime divinity? No worldliness can approach 
that state I will tell you what is that divinity 

wn c °u i 8 St ^ d ° r - TJl ° basi0 Principle which 
wo call Spirit Divine is the substratum of every- 
thing and the essence of sublime divinity .and 
supreme knowledge. It is the source of all- 'vib- 
rations. Vibrated state of that Divinity is called 
Mother Divine having cosmic state of consciousness ' 
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y ^Visible and invisible universes exist in this state 
, of consciousness. Sri Ramakrishna is an embodi- 
es ment of this state of consciousness or .Mother 
.Divine as we have already described. • He > could 
..not identify -himself with .any other state >;conta- 
; minated with material vibrations.- Vibrated state 
of Spirit Divine- is called Mother Divine. , -This 
vibration in Spirit takes place by its own will;; v 

Disciple: — How is it .possible to -understand 
•that the Spirit Divine free of all vibrations became 
- vibrant ? I do not understand how that .principle 
•became wishful and -when .that wish took, pi ace.. 

Swamiji: — I do not think that there . is apy 
biginning for this cosmos. It is existing in eternity. 
Vibrant Btate of this Spirit Divine also is- existing 
eternally. You , can now understand that this 
wish of Brahman is always in .Brahman as : .the 
oause for eternal vibrations. There was no parti- 
• cular period when this- vibration originated and 
as such this wish also was not originated .-atia 

particular time. Brahman and its wish are-exist- 
ing eternally. , . 

Disciple: — If that is so what is the meaning 

of the declaration that there is a ’ dissolution {for 
this universe ? • . . ...... ? 

Swamiji: — There is no dissolution for ‘this 
cosmos as a whole at any time. Partial dissolution 
8 
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may take place at intervals and similar manifesta- 
tion also may take place. I told you that the 
visible and invisible universes are manifested from 
the Cosmic Being or Mother "Divine. Whatever is 
manifested may disappear into the state from 
where it is originated. You can understand from 
my descriptions that the Spirit Divine and the 
vibrant state of that Spirit are existing in eternity* 
Vibration produces light and the state of light is 
considered as knowledge. Cosmio state of light 
is considered as cosmic consciousness and that is 
the manifested state, of the. Cosmic Being. All 
souls, all Gods and all visible and invisible uni- 
verses are born from this manifested state of the 
Cosmic Being only.' Dissolution .means disappear- 
ance into .this .cosmic . state*.. Thereis.no total 
annihilation of the whole cosmos at any time’ 
Therefore there is no occasion to manifest a. new 
.will in the cosmic state of consciousness.. 

Disciple:-— I do not very well understand 
how this vibration takes place. The sublime state 
of Divinity called basic principle or Brahman . is 
beyond all vibrations. That eternal principle in 
a vibrant condition exists as Cosmic Being in etern- 
ity as manifested state of Spirit Divine. This state 
is called Saguna Brahman by Hindus. Others’ 
conception of Godhood is that - God is existing in 
the Kingdom of God. He is having divine power 
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and glory and He is the Creator of this cosmos 
and all that is in it. • •• •• 

• Disciple: — Am I to understand that this cob- .. 
mic state of existence is the Kingdom of God I< ; 
understood from the description of Swamiji ; that^ 
there are no dilferentiations in that state of exist- ; 
enco. Di lleren co in the conception of -Godhood .; 
and also different religions and faiths cannot exist 
in that state. I have understood that the followers 
of different faiths and religions will have ,the.i 
experience of their Gods in the Kingdom of. Gpd.y; 
Am I to understand that these differences , exist r 
in this plane of corporeal existence only? tc -> \ 

Swamiji: — Cosmic state of existence indeed 
is the Kingdom of God. But there is a lower 
state where there will be the manifested state of; , 
God consciousness- Generally that state is called / 
the Kingdom of God* Hindus call that state., .as., 

O 

Brahmaioka or Vaikunta; others call 4hat state; 
as Heaven or the Kingdom of God. There are * 
different spheres for the followers, of different 
faiths and religions in that state and the souls 
reaching that state by following different religions 
experience the state of Godhood according to their • 
conceptions. , ; . 

Disciple: — I am in a confused state. Am I to 
understand that the existence • of God depends 
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upon our conception ? Does it mean that God 
does not exist for those who do not believe in 
-O the existence of a God ? If God is to give us ex- 

perience as we conceive Him in this plane of earth 
He may establish His non-existence to those who 
consider that there is no such entity called God. 
I desire to know if there is the existence of any 
power called God. 

Swamiji; — The existence of God does not 
depend upon our conception. You know that a 
■ blind man does not see that the sun is existing. 
That means that he has no conception about the 
form or state of the sun. Although lie has no 
conception or knowledge about the sun, it does 
not affect the existence of the sun. Similarly 
you or I may not believe in the existence of God. 
.But our disbelief does not affect God in any way. 
All these that we see and experience are manifest- 
ations of the glories of God. God exists in sublime 
glory unaffected by our faith in Him. God is a 
divine Power with wonderful glory existing in 
eternity. He may give us experience in the form 
or state as we conceive Him. This kind of ex- 
; perience is gained in the state of God-conscious- 
ness only. Manifested state and form of/ God 
exist in this plane as conceived by followers from 
beginninglf'ss past. Beyond that state there is the 
existence of Cosmic Being as Spirit Divine mani- 
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festing wonderful divine light of knowledge.. This 
hgut is called cosmic consciousness full ofelectrons 
and protons with no differentiations of: any kind. 
This all-pervasivoncss of the light of. lightning is 
the form of Cosmic Being and this ought to be 
the conception about God for all without the 
distinction of faiths and religions. 

Disciple: How is it that the followers of 
different religions and faiths are having different 
conceptions of God ? 

Swamiji: Generally divine -powers 1 or angels 
reveal the states and forms of God to great e a exes 
and prophets, and they, in their turn,, declare 
what they heard for the good - of their ■ followers. 
Most of the religions are following prophets or 
messengers of God as they are 1 considered to be . 
the founders of those religions. 1 1 is only Hinduism 
that is following various paths as revealed by 
auierent sages. Hinduism is not founded by a 
single mdivid ual. Innumerable sages had revela- 
tions in the past and all of them together is called 
Vedas. These Vedas are treated as having divino 
origin and existing in eternity. Hut. sages get 
revelations according to the needs of the - time and 

place a nd as 8uoIl they may appear ^ k 

of different truths. The wonder of wonders is that 
there appear great personalities to make harmony 
between varying views when there is the need for ' 
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tendencies and impressions of various .lives. 
Others are also parts and parcels of the Cosmic 
Being, but being contaminated, by impressions 
and tendencies of this world, the sublime state of 
divinity that is the nature of individual soul is 
not getting manifested. 

Disciple: — The soul of man being a spcrk'of 
the Cosmic Being ought to be divine in character. 
How could it become polluted after it was mani- 
fested from that state of divinity ? 

Swamijt: — It is true that the individual soul 
is only a spark of the Cosmic Being who is the 
manifested state of Spirit Divine. It is called 
vibrant state of Spirit or Saguna Brahman. This 
state of Sprit Divine is called Siva Sakthi union 
(spirit and matter in union). Siva is vibrant state 
of the spirit and Sakthi is the wonderful Divine 
Power developed from vibrated state of Sprit Di- 
vine. This Power Divine i* the source of all thesa 
universes and it is called Cosmic Being. Due to 
vibration in thespirit, the same sprit ta appearing 
as Power Divine developing an ununderatahdable 
power called Moolaprakrithi which is the source 
of everything material The soul of this Power Di- 
vine or the Cosmic Being is indeed Siva or the 
Spirit in vibrant state. The same spirit is, called 
Brahman when it is beyond all vibrations. Sakth 1 * | 
or Power Divine is the manifested state of divine 
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glory, power and knowledge and is full of divine 
bliss. It . is from this Power Divine that all 
personal and impersonal Gods, individual souls 
and all material powers and objects are born. 

This Divine Power is called.Mother of the universe. 

Sri Ramakrishna is a manifestation of that- 
wonderful Power Divine as . declared . by Him., 

All souls are born from such a wonderful state 
are of divinity and oxisting from,the beginningless 
past. There are some who believe Ihat there was 
no beginning for this cosmos They say that the 
cosmos and all the souls and Gods are existing as. 
glories of the Cosmic Being in eternity. Accord- 
ing to their conceptions, individualized state of 
the soul is existing from beginninglcss past-, but 
each individual is free to become Brahman after,' 
passing through the course of evolution. Spiritual 
practices are m^ant to achieve this evolulion .by 
way of individual becoming cosmio. Some others 
believe that this oosmos and all the souls are mere, 
creations of God. Their conception is that the. 
soul of man may attain the Kingdom of God .and 

oternal happiness if he lives in this world as .ord- , 

ained by God. Those who do not obey the com- 
mand of God will be doomed to perish in hell. 

They do not believe in rebirth after death. , This 
conception may be that God is playing by creating 
souls by His will, that He is directing them to 
live as commanded by Him, that He is giving ! 

9 . 
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salvation to those who obey the commandments 
and that He is. destroying those ^ho do .not obev 

, * Jt is a mistery. that Lord Buddha declared 

that there is.no existence of a soul in man although 
. e be neves in the .transmigration of .the man who' 
is moro individualized consciousness.. Hindus 
alone consider that there is a. soul in man existing 
ii ,Q m the. begjnningless past and that the soul can 
evolve, as. Brahman, the Absolute.- These souls are 
existing from beginningless past as stated above, as 
the glory of the Mother Divine and as such there is 

no question of getting polluted in the beginning. 

here is a dissolution for -this cosmos or a part’ 
lereof all individual souls, and personal Gods, 
connected with that part of the cosmos will dis- 
appear into. the Cosmic Being till the next cycle 
egms.. Contractions and expansions of.the Cos- 
mic Being are considered to be different cycles 
and dissolutions of the . cosraps. Each soul, 
although potentially divine is pplluted with 
impressions .and. tendencies, .of the. actions of 
innumerable lives.. . Sri Ramakrishna being a 
special manifestation of the Mpther of the universe 
who is the manifested state of divinity .was . un- 
ahoyed divinity and purity of the highest order. 

Disciple:— Swamiji,. yom; talk about Sri 
Ramakrishna is . inspiring and instructive. Kindly 
describe His personality so .that. I can have, clear 
perception n^ogt His. state, 
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Swamiji:— Sri Ramakrishna lived whatever 
tie taught others to live and put into -practice all 
His teachings before He gave instructions to His 
devotees. Renunciation of lust and : gold was one 
ot His teachings He was an embodiment, of 
renunciation. Although He was a married man 
as He was to show ideal for householders also, 
He had no touch of desire for sexual happiness, 
iis partner, Sri Saradamani Devi was another 
f ' VOr 1 lder 111 r(i b’gious history. . She became the cm- 
bodiment of prestine purity and divinity by ‘ His 
association. We have heard of Brahma Vadims 
(Knowers of Brahman) like Leelavathi, G'argi, 
and Mythreyi of Vedic period in India. But they 
did not shine as ideals before tho world although 
they were ladios having knowledge about Brah- 
man. This illiterate lady of a village in Bengal is 
now worshipped by various classes of people all 
over this world. There is a wonderful' change’ ‘ 
brought about by Her life in the history -of this 
world. Among Hindus there was no monastic 
order or institution for young women as we see 
•among Christians. The life of this wonderful 
woman of Bengal became the lighthouse to show 
ight in the held of religion. Monastic institutions' 
upholding noble ideals, as lived and taught , by 
that wonderful woman, are growing in Her name’ 
among Hindus now. Swami Vivekananda desired' 
to establish such a monastry on * the ‘banks of’ 
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tho Ganges while ho was alive, but. he could not ' 
carry out that work as desired by him as he did not 
livelong. His desire is being fulfilled now not only 
■;j in Caloutta, but in other places also. All these 

wonderful adjustments were needed in this world 
and to achieve such adjustments the most sublime 
divini y bself m i infested as Sri Ramakrislum. 
The Lord of Vaikunla is the lord of all the lower 
planes including this plane of our earth Divine 
incarnations are treated as manifestations of the 
Lord of Vaikunta or the plane of God-conscious- 
ness who 'is called by Hindus as Lord Vishnu. 
That plane of God-consciousness is of differenti- 
ations of name, form, sect and religion as I have 
described. There are different Gods with or with- 
out forms existing in that state as conceived by 
the followers erf different faiths and religions. 
The need of this age is a renaissance resulting in 
harmony between different religions and faiths 
and such a now development is to take place from 
the cosmic state of consciousness which is beyond 
the state of God-consciousness as conceived bv 
different religions. Sri Rarnakrishna’s advent was 
from that cosmic state of consciousness beyond 
all differentiations. But the most - wonderful 
divine manifestation, Lord Krishna Vho made 
t>uch a renaissance thousands of years ago result- 
ing in a kind of harmony between the religions 
^nd faiths which existed at that age also manift— 


I 


69 


Conversati ons on Spirit Divine 

sled in the life of Sri Ramakrishna to achieve this 
harmony. Sri Ramakrishna .although born as a 
Hindu practised all religions and attained the 
highest goals declared ;by : caeh of them. He . de- 
clared before this ..world that all religions are 
paths. to the same goal which is called God, 
Lord, Allah or Brahman. He was manifested 
from the state of Cosmic Being or Mother Divine 
and He lived, immersed in that stale by spiritual 
practices. It is a wonder to think that His field 
of life also was a temple dedicated to Mother 
Divine and the origin of the temple itself was 
signifying future adjustments. A rich lady of 
Calcutta who belonged to a community consider- 
ed as low class by Hindus, decided to go on a 
pilgrimage to Banares and other places, spending 
a large amount of money. She was ordained by 
Mother Divine to build a new temple on the bank 
of the Ganges as Her residence, instead of spend- 
ing money for pilgrimage. She was ..told that the 
purpose of her life was to he served in such a 
way. Mo one knew the significance of this divine 
ordination. Pilgrimage was considered from 
time immemorial, to be one of the most sacred 
acts to purify one’s, own life. Construction of 
new temples and consecrating them in the name 
of God is also a sacred act of self-purification. 
But we can see an adjustment according : to the 
need of this age when we look into the benevolent 
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nature of the divine service in constructing a new 
temple- Thousands and thousands will be hies- 
sed by visiting the temple and worshipping Moth- 
er Divine who is beyond all differentiations. You 
know that Christians, Muslims and others also 
used to visit this temple, while Sri Ramakrishna 
was alive. Against the prevailing customs of the 
country this new temple was built by a low class 
woman and that was another significance showing 
future adjustments. This temple with divine origin 
as described above was built and the consecration 
ceremony took place iti the presence of the mani- 
fested form of Mother Divine whom we call Sri 
Ramakrishna. That became the arena of His 
divine play as we see from His life. Now that 
place is the world-renowned place of pilgrimage 
for all, without the distinction of caste, creed or 
colour. Thus we can ; see that the temple of 
Dakshineswar is the first place where the modern 
developments for religious renaissance took place 
in India. Sri Ramakrishna .who was the mani- 
tested form of Mother Divine lived in the precin- 
cts of Dakshinaswar temple, ever in communion 
with that wonderful Power Divine and also having 
Her realisations and contact throughout His life. 
The state of Mother Divine is constant Samadhi 
as there is only cosmic state of consciousness in 
Her plane of existence and Sri Ramakrishna al- 
though manifested state of Mother Divine was 
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seen ever in a, wonderful state of Divine trance 
and ecstasy and frequent Samndhis. He attained 
the highest Nirvikalpa Samadhi also where (hero 
is no existence* of any. consciomness. oilier ihan 
Brahman. That is really the state of .Divine 
Mother in Her exalted sta^e as Parasukthi. 

Disciple: — I have' heard that' 'Swam 
Vivekananda was brought down by Sri Rama-i 
krishua from- the highest/ state of divine glory. 
Even in that plane, Sri Ramakrishna saw a few 
individuals as existing. I shall be exceedingly 
delighted to know what this plane is and how 
those souls could remain there. From His talks 
I gather that Svvami Vivekananda was Nara Bra- 
hraarshi. But He did not mention who the others 
were. 

Swamiji; — .• 'The highest state is;Parasakthi 
Mandala (the state where spirit begins vibrating) 
where there is the realization .of Brahman only. 
But, you ! may understand that there is no 
distinction between Parasakthi and 'Chitsakthi 
as both those aspects are vibrant states of' Brah- 
man only. Vibration begins at the state of Para- 
sakthi and becomes fully vibrated ! in > the next 
stato called Chitsakthi. 

Disciple: — I consider that Parasakthi is. 
■qot all -pervading. I have ( kqowq that .Chitsakthi 
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is all-pervading. I do not get clear ideas about 
all these different states. Will you kindly cnli- 
■> ghten me on these topics? 

Swamiji: — Parasakthi is Power Divine 
with absolute Brahman - consciousness. That is 
the state were unmanifested Brahman gets mani- 
fested state of divinity. Brahman, the Absolute* 

■ the sublime divinity and existence infinitum is 

the basic principle and when it begins to get vi- 
brated there appears a wonderful divine power 
called Parasakthi. That state is treated as Exis- 
tence, Knowledge and Bliss Absolute. Individu- 
al souls who reach that state become immersed in 
' Brahman in very deep Samadhi. 

' Disciple: — If that is so, tho individual 

existence of those souls ought to get merged in 
Brahman. How could Sri Ramakrishna see a few 
> individuals shining in that state? 

Swamiji: — Due to the will of the Cosmic 
Being individualities of certain divine souls are 
kept up for the good of this world. You .have 
/ heard that Sri Ramakrishna had the highest ex- 

perience of Nirvikalpa Samadhi during the course 
of His spiritual practices. One who goes to that 
state of Samadhi cannot come down to normal 
consciousness of an individual, just as a drop of 
water oannob be taken back after it falls into the 
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ocean. His Mother Divine maintained a slight 
ego-consciousness in Him while He remained in 
that state of Samadhi. He Himself told this fact 
later on to His disciples. -Swami Vivekananda 
was remaining in such an exalted state in that 
plane of sublime divinity and he. was brought 
down by Sri. Ramakrishna for carrying on the 
work of adjustments needed at this age and to 

bring up renaissance establishing harmony bet- 

ween sects and religions, and material science and 
spiritual science. You have heard' of the great 
sage Suka about whom Upanishads speak of.' 
You have also heard of the -sage Narayana who 
was an associate or disciple of the sage Nara. 
You might know that there was a sage named 
Mandukya, famous for his knowledge, in ancient ■ 
India. Theso great souls aro no doubt, highly 
realized persons who may keep up their individuJ 
ality 5 to come again to this plane of earth to make 
adjustments according to tho neod of tho time.* 
Sri Ramakrishna declared that there is the aspect 
of Saktlii in Him and that there is the other aspect 
of Siva in Swami Vivekananda. Sakthi means 
Power Divine and Siva means Knowledge Divine.' 
Knowledge leads the soul of man to the state of 
liberation and therefore it is stated in Hindu scri- 
ptures that Siva, the embodiment of knowledge iw 
the giver of salvation. .In the plane of divine - 
consciousness which is the vibrant state of Brah n 
jpai) there is divine light Qf knowledge and bliS9 
10 ' 
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only The most exalted state in that plane is the 
abode of Parasakthi. Sri Bamakrishna saw these 
great souls remaining there as brilliant persona l 
ties as they are embodiments of knowledge only 
So they are treated as divinities appearing fiom 
T nrd Siva- Sri Ramakrishna who was the em 
bodfment of Mother Divine had to bring Narendra 
to lielp Him in His play. 

Disciple: — Siva is divine knowledge, and 
Swami Vivekananda being an embodiment of 
knowledge I can understand that he was a mam 
fested jory of Siva. Divine Mother ,s also 
knowledge divine as I understand from you. " 

X find that Sri Ramakrishna was instructing H 

that X cam understand the difference between their 
SwAMIJi: — You know that Mother Divine is 

and a devotee as well. Siva is Uir : ki fc f ^ ^ 

is the 'iight of 

knowledge. But Mother Divine, the embodnnen 
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of divinity is the Mother of all that is visible and 
invisible, in this universe. In human life the 
most loving treatment we get is from our mother 
and the most unselhsh love we possess is towards 
our mother. Love of a son to his mother is most 
pure indeed. Pure love towards God is what w e 
call devotion. Sri Ramakrishna’s devotion to - 
wards Mother Divine appeared to be equal to. or 
even more than His love towards His own mother 
in this world. Divine Mother’s love towards Him 
was unique and wonderfully divine. From all 
these facts you can understand that Mother Divine 
is the origin of the path of devotion in spiritual 
practices. There was a conception among the 
sages of India that the path of devotion will not 
lead a human soul to Kaivalya or the state of 
liberation from death and birth. They were of. 
opinion that the path of devotion will lead a 
human soul to the plane of God-consciousness 
where the human soul can have the realization of 
the personal God of his conception. It was • true 
in a way as the followers of that path were nar- 
row-minded and. bego ted in their conception of 
Godhood and in turn they also thought that, the 
path of knowledge is dry and useless. Sri Rama- 
krishna revealed a path of devotion that will lead 
one to knowledge divine. We know that God is 
the essence of divine knowledge. One who approa- 
ches Him will have knowledge manifested from 
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Him if his conception about God is illuminating. 
Sri Ramakrishna conceived Mother Divine as 
embodiment of knowledge only- His conception 
about Mother was that She was beyond all differ- 

entiations and personalities and He used to say 

that the manifested state of Spirit Divine was liis 
Mother Divine. You know that an aspirant having 
such a conception about his chosen ideal will get 
sublime knowledge manifested in him as a result 
of realizations. I have made it clear that both of 
them were manifested from that state to show 
different paths leading to the same goal. 

Disciple:— Is there any difference between 
the plane of God-consciousness and the plane of 
cosmic consciousness Mam desirous of know- 
ing the difference between the Godhoods manifest- 
ed in the plane of God-consciousness and the plane 
of cosmic consciousness. 

SwAMUi:— ' The plane of God-consciousness is 
an. elemental plane where pure elements of sky, 
air and fire are vibrating. You know that the 

soul of man is the essence of consciousness only. 

Souls remaining in that plane of existence will 
have the consciousness reflected through the 
vibrant state of the' plane, full of these elements. 
The nature of vibrations in this plane is enlighten- 
ing and it is inspiring and enthrilling with joy 
God-consoiousness shining in that plane is of such 
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■' glories and it is said that the nature of God is to 
shine manifesting divinity and divine qualities 
only. 

Disciple: — If divine qualities alone belong 
to God, is there a devil existing manifesting divili- 
8h qualities ? 

Swamiji: — God is beyond everything. He is 
unaffected by both good and bad qualities. You 
have the experience of lamps spreading light 
reflecting the colour of thoir shades or chimneys. 
Similarly sublime divinity of Spirit Divine is 
manifested through vibrant states of different 
elements. Fire element is predominant in the 
plane of God-consciousness and as such, the vibra- 
tion in that plane is pure and divine. Fire is the 
purest and purifiying element as you see in this 
plane of earth- Water although considered as 
purifying, there is the possibility of getting conta- 
minations in it. All planes below the plane of 
God-consciousness or Brahmaloka are having 
some kind of influence of water elemants. The 
plane just above our earth is having the influence 
of earth elements also. Divinity manifested 
through the vibrant states in these planes of exis- 
tence will be of varying degrees- Now you can 
understand that the Godhood of the plane of: 
God-consoiousness is the highest and -thrilling 
with purity, divinity, joy and knowledge. It is 
the contamination of worldliness that makes 
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devilishness appearing in any person or place* 
There is no devil existing anywhere as an embodi- 
ment of. all devilish qualities- The state of cosmic 
consciousness is not elemental and it is full of 
electrons and .protons of ethereous character* 
Powers workiug in that state are not atomic but 
are electronic in cosmic pervasion- Divinity 
manifested through • such a state is supremely 
divine and all-embracing in character* There is 
no differentiation there and as such there is no 
conception of good or bad in that state. The 
vibration there, is full of knowledge and bliss only. 
You miolit have read a book on Chandi which 

describes glories of Mother Divine- The divinity 

of Mother Divine it glorified in it in a wonderful 
manner- She is described as the power residing 
in all that is good and bad in the universe and 
yet She is described as Spirit Divine. This is the 
real state of the Godhood in the cosmic state of 
consciousness- Now you will see that the lowest 
plane of earth is a mixture of good and bad in 
equal proportion- Those who practise spiritual 
exercises to get rid of bad qualities will slowly ad* 
vance and attain the stale of God-consciousness 
where there will be nothing bad existing- Cosmic 
Btate is beyond both good and bad, and Brahman, 
the Absolute is beyond conception- 

Disciple:— Swamiji, you have stated that 
Sri Ramakrishna was a manifestation of Divine 
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Mother in whom Jnana, Yoga and devotion find 
unity. But you have not mentioned anything 
about the path of Karma or work. Was He against 
the path of Karma ? 

Swamiji: — No, not at all- He was always 
engaged in tho work of cnlighlening others, how 
to attain the goal of human life- He underwent 
all kinds of spiritual practices and attained the 
goals of all paths, faiths and religions- He found 
that different faiths and religions are only different 
paths leading to the same goal. He declared this 
truth before the world and preached and taught 
those who came to Him in search of peace and 
blessedness Preaching about God was His work 
and that is the real Karma Yoga. That kind of 
Karma Yoga is not suited to all people of this 
world. Finding this difficulty Swami Viveka- 
nanda, the foremost disciple of Sri Ramakrishna 
introduced a path of Karma Yoga suited to this 
age. His method was a new one and that was to 
see God in all human beings and to - serve them 
considering that it is a service to God. Sri 
Ramakrishna gave enlightenment in * this service 
of man and Swami Vivekananda introduced such 
service in a systamatic manner as you see now 
working through different centres in India. 

Disciple: — Seeing God in every being seems 
to be a practice in the path of knowledge- ' Is it 
not so, Swamiji ? 
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SwaMIJI:— ' Yea, it is certainly a practice m 

devotion as well. Karma Yoga is 

as part of both, the path of knowledge and the 

path of devotion Purity of internal organs « 

O needed in both these paths. Karma Yoga as a 

spiritual practice is meant for purifying the cor 
poreal, astral and causal bodies of an aspirant- 
You know God will be shining in a pure heart 
only Sri Ramakrishna was engaged in giving 
spiritual instructions throughout His life and as 

0 such you can understand that Ho was a combina 

t ion of all paths and Yogas. You might have 

1 heard that He insisted on feeding and ol °*) im S 

number of poor people while He was on His \ y 

' "o Banares Prom this action of Sri Bamakrishna 
there has been a wonderful growth of service in 
this land of ours. Serving the poor in various ways 
as a service to the Lord is the motto of the move- 
ment that has grown in India m the name of S 
Ramakrishna. You have to try to sec the soul 
of man as God or Brahman both in the path 
devotion and also in the path of knowledge. 


SPIRIT AND MATTER 

Disciple: — Swamiji, Sri Ramakrishna is said 
to bean incarnation from the most wonderful 

sublime state of divinity. Is it the state of Spiri 
Div ne or Brahman T AU our scriptures tell us 
that Brahman is unknowable, inconceivable and 
inexpressible. Is it not better to consider that 
principle that is inconceivable is not existing 

SwamijiT-Ko, that state is not BraB “ a "; 

There is a principle called Spirit Divine or 
man existing as the basis of these visible and 
invisible universes. It is. stated m the Vedas . of 
Hindus that this principle is absolute conscious- 
ness only. It is the essence of consciousness and 
in fact the cause of all our understanding. Vibrant 
It oSat principle is called Cosmic ^ Being wdh 
cosmic state of consciousness % th ° " h °° an . 
Vedantha calls this state as Saguna Brahman. 
Sfvidual soul with individual consciousness in 
L"e microcosm is a glory of this Cosmic Being. -R 
is needless to say that the vibrant state of Sp^ 

ts&s&sss&gi 
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According to Vedantha, an illusory power called 
Mahamaya is manifested from this ytbrant State ■ 

11 ... 
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of Spirit or Saguna Brahman. This Mahamaya 
consists of two kinds of powers called Avarua and 
Vikshepa, of veiling and projecting nature. Modern 
science treats these powers as negative and posi- 
tive or eloctrons and protons. Anyway Avarna 
or veiling power hides the real nature of the Spirit 
and Vikshepa or projecting power makes all theso 
universes manifested from it. Due to vibrations in 
the state of Saguna Brahman, different elemental 
powers and fine elements and also quintupled ele- 
ments are manifested from that state during the 
process of developments. This universe and all 
that we see here are developments from all these 
elements. According to Thanthric system (system 
of Mother worship) the conception is that the 
vibrant state of Spirit Divine is Mother Divine. 
Brahman exists as the soul of everything and by 
its own will, it itself became vibrant. The state 
of Brahman where vibration originates is called 
Parasakthi and the state where vibration develops 
to its maximum limit is called Chitsakthi or 
Mother Divine by them. The state of Parasakthi 
is a union of spirit and matter or Siva and Sakthi. 
That means, a wonderful power cajled Moolapra- 
krithi is developed and is in union with Siva as a 
result of the vibrations in spirit. This Moolapra- 
krithi is known by scientists as neutron although 
they have not yet found out the Spirit which is 
the basis of even the most wonderful substance 
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called neutron- Vibration in the spirit brings out 
light and that light is treated as divine knowledge. 
Siva is said to be tlio embodiment of divinity and 
knowledge. The momentum of the vibration 
brings up wonderful powers of different kinds. 
The most exalted state is called Parasakthi which 
is a state of union of spirit and matter. Vibra- 
tion originated in spirit brings out a wonderful 
power called Moolaprakrithi or neutron and this 
powor or matter also becomes vibrant during the 
process of developments. Electrons and protons 
are the developments from the substance known 
as neutron and they are also in vibrant Estate*. 
Different kinds of powers develop from this vibrant 
state of spirit and matter in union. 

Disciple: — Am I to understand that Siva is 
the name of Spirit Divine that is in union with 
matter ? 

Swamiji: — Siva means blessedness or beati- 
tude. That is the state of spirit beyond all 
vibrations- But the worshippers of Lord Siva and 
also Mother Divine conceive Siva as a personality 
and similarly Mother Divine also is treated as 
another personality. I have told you that devo- 
tion is possible only if a personality is perceived 
symbolizing principles. Siva is the principle 
known as vibrant state of Spirit Divine and Sakthi 
is the manifested state of its glory. Electrons and 
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; protons are manifested glories in the state where 

spirit and matter becomes vibrant and that state 
is called Vidyunmandala by ancient sages. Vidyun- 
mandala means electronic plane. That plane _is 
treated as the plane of the Mother of the universe 
or the Cosmic Being, as all these visible and in- 
visible universes and all souls and Gods are 
manifested from that state- Electrons and pro- 
tons are masses of substances having cosmic perva- 
siveness. I told you that Spirit Divine is absolute 
consciousness and that consciousness is reflected 
through these electrons and protons. Reflected 
state of consciousness in this plane is called cos- 
mic consciousness. 

Disciple:— I have heard that western philo- 
sophy speaks of a state of cosmic consciousness. 
Is that really the state, of Divine Mother ? 

Swamiji; — Yes. most of the philosophers 
accept such a cosmic consciousness. That is not 
Cosmic Being or Saguna Brahman- Just as hu- 
man beings have consciousness/ the Cosmic Being 
also has a consciousness. That is His glory and 
that power is called cosmic consciousness and it is 
the reflection of the Spirit Divine through electro- 
nic Btate of the plane. 

* Disciple: — A human being has got intellect 

and mind also- Similarly Cosmic Being also may 
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have cosmic intellect and cosmic mind-. • Will you 
please explain, Swamiji ? t 

Swamiji: — In human body, consciousness, is 
manifested through electronic state just as I told 
you that cosmic consciousness is manifested 
through electronic state. Vibrations in that state 
produce different powers as I stated • before. 
According to Saktheyas . (worshippers of Mother 
Divine) an illusory power- called Mahamaya is 
manifested from the state of cosmic consciousness- 
That power is divided into two aspects as pure 
Maya and impure Maya. These powers are also 
in - vibrant state. They pervade in the lower 
planes. The lowest plane of corporeal universe 
is pervaded by the power called impure Maya and 
the other planes of existence are pervaded by the 
power called pure Maya. Thanmatras or elemental 
powers are developed in the state of cosmic con- 
sciousness as a result of vibrations and they mani- 
fest as atoms of sky, air, fire, water .and earth 
and pervade in the plane of God— consciousness 
and below that. Consciousness reflected through 
atomic plane pervaded by the elements of sky, 
fire and air is known as cosmic intellect, and the 
consciousness refleoted through the plane full of 

elements of sky, air, fire and water is called cosmic 
mind. 

Disciple:— S wamiji, you are speaking about 
the elements of sky, air,, fire, water and earth. I 
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have heard the names of divine ether and divine 
Prana. Divine ether 'may be different from the 
sky and divine Prana different from the air you 
speak of. 

Swamiji: — Yes, they are different in charac- 
ter. Divine ether is a cosmic glory in the state 
of cosmic consciousness. In Spirit Divine it is 
spirit itself. There is a- sublime power called 
Parasakthi or Chitsakthi originated from the 
same divinity. This power is divine Prana. Di- 
vine ether and divine Prana exist in that exalted 
state as Siva and Sakthi in eternity. Sky and air 
are elements manifested as their glory as fire is 
manifested as glory of electrons and protons- 

Disciple: — Divinity is a word used to denote 
exalted glory. I am desirous of knowing its real 
sense. There are various material objects consi- 
dered as divine. Are they made of substances 
capable of giving us exalted state of experience ? 

Swamiji. — There are conceptions about cer- 
tain objects as if they are divine. That; depends 
upon the customs and mentality prevailing among 
different people of different places. You will see 
that bread and wine are treated as sacred in cer- 
tain placess while milk and ghee are considered to 
be sacred in Borne others. It is the conception of 
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the consciousness that is doing benifit to the con- 
ceiver. You will find those objects are having 
special qualities in some way or other and such 
objects are treated as divine. Divinity is most 
exalted state where we may have unspeakable 
joy as our experience. Experience of wonder and 
jojr will be the result of attainig divinity. In 
divine glory of spirit, the experience will be 
unspeakable and ununderstandable bliss. This is 
the glory of divinity. 

Disciple: — Swamiji, you told me that all 
souls are manifested from the state of sublime 
divinity and that they are existing from beginn- 
ingless past. There is a belief that all souls will 
have to pass through a course of evolution by 
passing through various livos. This evolution 
is to take place in an orderly process. It is said 
that a soul of man had to pass through various 
lives of germination as plants, sweat-born insects, 
oviparous birds and other creatures and vivipa- 
ro us animals of different categories, before it be- 
came a man. In this connection I want to know 
if there are souls existing in particles of earth, 
pieces of stones and rocks that wo find on this 
earth. 

Swamiji: — No, they are not living beings. 
All - pervading Brahman is pervading in and 
through everything in this pniverse, But thf 
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individualized souls exist in four kinds of bodies 
born, as described by you. 

Disciple: — Am I to understand that a hu- 
man soul is evolved after passing through vari- 
ous lives in all these four kinds of bodies? 

Swamiji: — In the beginning of the cycle this 
universe may appear with different kinds of mani- 
festations by the will of the Cosmic Being. At 
the time of dissolution the Cosmic Being or 
Mother Divine gets all material objects dissolved 
into the stato of cosmic consciousness and all in- 
dividual souls merged in the spirit in vibrant state. 
All those material objects are brought out in 
order and the individual souls made manifested 
in them as beforo, at the beginning of the cycle. 
But in course of time some of these souls may 
get liberated and some get evolved as human 
beings from the state of quadrupeds. Similarly 
some insects may become animals and some souls 
manifested in plants in most undeveloped state, 
may get evolved as insects. 

Disciple: — Swamiji, you said that the indi- 
vidual states of all thess souls cxis't from time- 
less past* I wonder if there will be a time when 
all these souls will be liberated and there will be 
. no creation at a]l, 
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Swamiji: — It is very difficult to attain the 
highest state of Nirvana or liberation by having 
super-conscious experience of Brahman. In fact 
no one likes to reach that state where there^ 
will be no experience at all. It is a state of 
nothingness or vacuum. Generally human beings 
are satisfied by remaining in the state of God-* 
consciousness where they can enjoy divine bliss in 
company with or in the presence of God. One 
among crores will try to reach. the state of Cosmic 
Being whore ho can have communion with Spirit 
Divine beyond all differentiations. It is. indeed 
wonderful to state that there will be no one to. go., 
beyond that state of consciousness where . the. 
individual can have communion with the sublime 

state of Spirit Divine or Brahman. . .• 

Disciple: — Do you moan to say Swamiji/ 
that the individualized state of human soul will 
exist in eternity ? If one is to have the experience 
of Brahman always, he has to maintain his indi- 
viduality in Brahman-consciousness. 

Swamiji:—' Y es, some like to maintain indivi- 
duality in God-consciousness where they can enjoy 
manifested state of God with exeitement and joy 
and some others like to maintain individuality in 
Brahman-consciousness to enjoy sublime beati- 
tude. But it is needless to say that there will be no 
one to go beyond the state of having the experience: 

12 
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of sublime beatitude* Brhaman is existence! 
Knowledge and Bliss Absolute. It is the state of 
spirit which is beyond all vibrations. It is vibrant 
state of Spirit Divine that gives us experience of 
knowledge and bliss* It is, again the vibrant state 
that keeps np individualized nature of the soul. 

I have already told you that the vibrant state oft 
Spirit Divine is appearing as matter, power, force, 
energy and all that is visible and invisible in this 
universe. Association with matter is the cause of 
differentiations getting manifested in spirit. Gods, 
angels or divinities and individual souls are 
manifested state of Spirit through consciousness. 
This consciousness is the reflected state of spirit 
in cosmic pervasion of matter known as powers of 
electrons and protons developed as a result of the 
vibration in spirit. Spirit shining through a 
centre of ‘I* consciousness is called individualized 
state of the soul as Gods, angels or individual 
souls. 

Disciple: — Am I to understand that there is 
only one existence and that is the spirit ? 

. ' Swamiji: — Yes, there is only one existence 
and that is the Spirit Divine. All other manifesta- 
tions are appearing from that spirit as a result of 
vibrations: Both spirit and matter are manifested 
from the same spirit in vibrant state. All mani- 
' fested states of spirit and matter are also vibrating 
in this universe, This vibration makes matter 
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constantly changing while spirit exists in its own 
glory. Individualized state of the soul exists 
through an individualized centre of T conscious- 
ness. That centre is changing and having trans- 
migrations into different bodies made of different 
substances. Tho oausal body is made of electrons 
and protons. Astral body is made up of pure ele- 
ments and the corporeal body is made up of quintu- 
pled elements. There are four kinds of bodies of cor- 
poreal nature as I told you before. The soul with 
the centre of T consciousness exists • in a plant. 
In an insect that . consciousness gets manifested 
and acts as a living being. In an oviparous body 
[ the soul shines with consciousness and manifested 
centre of intellect* and in viviparous body, the 
.centre of mind also is manifested. After passing 
through all these bodies, a soul becomes fully evol- 
ved and gets into a human body with all centres 
of consciousness fully developed. Human .cons- 
ciousness is working through different centres, 
known as tho centre of intellect, the centre of 
mind and tho centres of sense organs. It is true, 
that the consciousness is shining throughout the 
body of all these creations, but in these centres of 
consciousness there is special manifestation of the 
power of consciousness. This is the process of evo- 
lution of a soul of man after it is manifested from 
the Cosmic Being. 
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Disciple: — Does it not mean that the soul of 
individualized, nature gets manifested from the 
Cosmic Being as a spark of that Being and yet it 
is in utter darkness ? • 

' Swamiji: — Yes, you know that the Cosmic 
Being is having glorious state of the light of 
lightning as its causal body made up of pure ele- 
ctrons and protons* Immediately after getting 
individualized, it becomes difficult for that indi- 
vidual soul to shine in its own nature. Utter dark- 
ness is the experience of 6ucli souls* They go to 
ethereous darkness and from that state they spring 
up as plants or grass* After passing through a 
course of evolution in and through tha t class of 
bodies they take up sweat-torn bodies of a parti- 
cular class of flies that comes out of earth in a 
particular season* Then thoy take up oviparous 
bodies germinated from sweat in the boginning. 
Bugs, fleas and such insects are born from sweat, 
but they lay eggs and multiply themselves; After 
getting evolved through such bodies, individual 
souls take up oviparous bodies of birds and simi- 
lar living beings. Then souls take up viviparous 
bodies of quadrupeds. Wo can see that a monkey 
is somewhat like a human being* It is to be 
concluded that man is an evolution of the animal 
called monkey* The soul that" is manifested from 
the cosmic state and ontered into darkness is get- 
ting evolved into a human being after passing 
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through endless number of lives in all these- four 
kinds of bodies and is appearing as a two- legged 
animal only as he has not attained enlightenment. 
Spiritual practices make a human soul enlightened 
and he can attain the state of God-consciousness 
or Brahman-consciousness or Brahman, the. Abso- 
lute as he desires. . 

Disciple:— -Brahman is said to be the light of 
bliss and it is all-pervading. Cosmic conscious- 
ness is also treated as light of lightning and 
all-pervading in character. I do not understand 
the existence of a state of utter darkness. 

Swamiji:— It is very difficult to understand 
that there is a state full of darkness when the 
all-pervading principle is treated as light divine* 
Yet we see darkness at night due to the shade of 
our earth. The sun is shining during day time 
and we see everything shining after it* Similarly 
the sun of knowlodge is said to be shining in God- 
consciousness* That sun is being hidden.by earth 
and there will be utter darkness in the shade. 

Disciple:— I could not grasp anything from 
this explanation. Who is the sun of knowledge 
and how earth could hide that sun ? 

Swamiji: — The sun of knowledge is God who 
is residing in the plane of God -consciousness. In 

the state of cosmic consciousness there is' nothing 
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visible due to the glare of the light there. It is 
the light of knowledge from the sun of knowledge 
or the porsonalGod who resides in the plane 
of God-consciousness that gives enlighten- 
ment to .human souls. Worldliness ■ is meant 
by the word earth and divinity or Godliness is 
hidden by worldiness* Worldly minded souls are 
in utter darkness and they go to a plane of dark- 
ness after leaving the corporeal body. This is an 
esoteric explanation only. It is said that the plane 
of darkness is within this earth. All planets made 
of quintupled elements of earth will have utter 
darkness within that globe and all souls of those 
planets who are to go to the plane of darkness will 
go to that state of existence after leaving gross 
bodies* You know that astral body can go to 
such a state as it is othercous only. You have 
sten that the most undeveloped soul of a plant 
comes out of darkness from this earth only. You 
also know that the sweat-born insects are also 
coming out of this earth as they existed in dark- 
ness. It is the interior of this earth that is treated 
as the plane of nether regions for us. ■ 

Disciple: — Swamiji told me that at the time 
of dissolution all souls will merge into the Cosmic 
Being. Can they come out again during the next 
cycle? ■ • .•••; ' 

Swamiji: — Yes, they come out as glories of 
the Cosmic Being. His glory is uu understandable. 
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Disciple: — Those souls who were residing in 
the plane of God-consciousness and cosmic consci* 
ousness also will manifest as living beings of the 
lower planes in the next cycle. Is it riot, Swamiji? 

Swamiji: — No, those who live in cosmic con- 
sciousness will not come down any more. Those 
who are in the plane of God-consciousness may 
come down as they were existing in relative plane 
of existence full of names and forms. 

Disciple: —In . course of time all souls of ani- 
mal kingdom may become evolved as human 
beings. I can understand that the souls residing 
in other bodies will get evolved and take up higher 
types of bodies: But there will be a time when 
there will be no undeveloped souls to manifest in 
the creation of trees and plants. . \ ; 

• > Swam ji:— No, in the glory of the Spirit Di- 
vine or Cosmic Being infinite number of individual? 
ized souls exist.in it. You know that the wish of 
Brahman is the cause for all these manifestations. 
In its wish, infinite numbor of souls may appear 
again to continue the Leela of . God (play of 
God ). 
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EVOLUTION f knowledge, path of Karma and patli of - dovo- 

CflBn J S0IFLW ~ S ^miji, I desi[g . , • :on in all faiths and religions. Those who follow 

or ,, f . p ™ otlce as to how to set rid tbepro ' r oga follow certain external preliminaries such as 

T j lnflue nee of this divtae 7'! ,llusion patrolling internal and external organs and mind, 

h l ,, may be Paying in His own ? ° tb f ? rd ' ontrollin g tbe Prana or vital force and controlling 
ho soul of man is feeline miJ \ an< ? bl “ 8 ’ ne ’ s own consciousness in all its fields of activities 

tXTT flere ' If there is a W *I ^ °r 4,1686 H they conoen trate on a symbol representing 
to hear about it. 6 13 a wa .V out, I want pirit or Atman and sink into meditation. , , , That 

SwAiaji; — Yes there ar lb i eot may be any form or sound as an emblem 

get rid of the influence of th "T 7 ® and means to ,f divinity or divine ideas. Meditation on such 
inclined to undergo certain '? . 7 ° f G ° d if one is divine objects will lead the consciousness , of the 
cess is called spiritual pm? ^ ? That pro ~ P editator to that exalted state of Spirit- Divine, 
oy manifesting Himself .as' 06 ’ • • ° d is pla D n g F hose wh ° follow the P ath of knowledge may trv 
Matter is hothing but spirit i Spint and niatter - to conooive the state of Spirit Divine as cosmic 
Spirit Divine in its sublime at ? ma,llf osted state, pervasion of divine light. If that is found d'iffi- 
man. It.iljsblf gets manif?Ji !? CaI]ed Brft h- ouIt ’ there are various methods of meditating 

upon light of joy as shining in the heart or on the 
head. Divinity is perceived through light divine 
as we experience astonishing and thrilling joy 
.when there is beautiful illumination at night. By 
concentrating and meditating upon light divine 
conceiving it as Spirit Divine and .diving deeper 
and deeper into such meditations, the aspirant in 
the path of knowledge attains super conscious ex- 
perience beyond all limitations. One who follows 
the path Of Karma gets his inner organs purified 
by unselfish service of the Lord. It will be easy 
for him to practise meditation as prescribed by' 
all other Yogas- . Those who follow tl>e path of 
13 ‘ ■ 


f- ifoAlf i «vo,Lt> IS ca 

again a ° God and it is 

glory U ~ 6 - m ^ 

to participate in the plL TheZ , B ° U,B appear 
identified with various objects of th ^ gettin S 
of matter. Gross body, astral b„ “ W ° d made 

Sense objects and all tLtTin thn T**' b ° dy ’ 
Verse are such objects with ?• , matoria l uni- 
gets identified. Spiritual ‘ beeouI °fman 

attempt to get identified with?-?. me3ns an 
orderly method and that m!!l ? D,vine by an 
by a)1 kinds ofaspirants of all f°- “ 4 ° b ® foIlow ed 
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devotion may try to meditate upon their chosen 
ideal as seated on the lotus of their heart. ' The- 
form of the chosen ideal may slowly be converted 
as a condensed state of divinity or light divine' 
spreading a halo of light around the form. From 
all. these descriptions you will know that light’ 
divine is the emblem of Spirit Divine and by medi- 
tating upon such an object* the consciouness of the 
meditator becomes identified with spirit. That 
identification with spirit will make the meditator 
free from' the influence of matter and that is the 
way how to get rid of the miseries of this illusion' 
or the play of Gbd; - . . r 

Disciple; — According to monism, the aim of 
spiritual practices, is to attain a state of evolution 
where the individualized nature of the- soul, of 
man can become merged in the cosmic expansion 
of Spirit Divine. This is the highest attainment, 
beyond all differentiations of time space and cau- 
sation. No individuality or* name and form, can 
exist in that state. I have lieard that some foll- 
owers of Vedantha believe that the - individual 
nature of the soul will exist in eternity. If that 
is so, how is it possible to attain the highest evolu- 
tion as. it is attaining the state of Brahman'?. 

Swamiji: — There is a section among Vedan- 
thins who believe' that the individual soul exists 
in eternity. It passes through various stages of 
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evolution atuTat last becomes perfect. That per- 
fection -is salvation for them. According -to ithem 
.^attainment of perfect (knowledge and bliss is the 
■ goal of an individual soul* But .there are others 
‘who consider 'that all souls are .from Brahmau 
only although they -exist from the biginninglssipast. 
.-.After passing through various cycles of death ‘and 
:birth the soul of man may attain the state /of 
Brahman by attaining divine -knowledge. Very 
few among men try for Tsuch higher knowledge. 
Ordinary souls can attain the state of cosmic. con- 
ciousness or Saguna Brahman where the individual 
•can know and -.experience that he ds Brahman. 
.Those who believe that the nature of individual 
. soul is to. maintain individuality in eterinity &re 
having their conception of the highest evolution as 
attaining the state of Saguna Brahman. You know 
that the conception of the consciousness is the oause 
of all our experiences. Followers of different faiths 
with different conceptions attain different ^goals 
according to their conceptions. ~ • 

Disciple: — Ifsuch souls maintain their indi- 
vidualities, inspite of their enjoyment that (they 
•are Brahman, can it be possible for them to attain 
•the state of Brahman, the Absolute? 

Swamiji: — No, they do not become Brahman. 
They like to enjoy the glory of Brahman, 'being 
in the plane of Chimnajjdala or cosmic coneoious; 
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ness. That state is full of joy divine. ' That is 
really the state of Samadhias individual is having 
communion with the Cosmic Being. I told you 
that it is from this state of Chinmandala that 
Sri Ramakrishna’s advent took place. It is a 
wonderfully divine state from where one can ex- 
perience. the state of Brahman. He was a 
special manifestation with a mission in life 
and that mission was to establish har- 
mony between different religions and sects 
and also to try to establish harmony between 
science and religion. He also proved that God 
exists and ' He can be realized by any earnest 
seeker after truth by following spiritual practices. 
His life was a laboratory of different religions 
and- faiths where He proved that all religions 
search for the same divinity. As He was an 
individualized being from that state of sublime 
divinity, Sri Ramakrishna’s life was an extra- 
ordinary divinity in this plane of earth. 

Disciple: — Swamiji told me that the state 
of cosmic consciousness is a plane where the soul 
of man remains in a state of Samadhi. I have 
heard of a state known as Bhavasamadhi and 
again there is a state called Mahabhava/ Will you 
kindly explain the difference between them ? 

SWAMiJi:-^-Samadhi is a state of conscious- 
ness getting withdrawn from all sense organs, 


mind and intellect. The consciousness working 
through these centres will bo withdrawn and • the 
reflected state of Spirit Divine will remain in the 
state and shape of the object of our meditation 
during Samadhi. * If the object of meditation is 
Spirit Divine* the individual consciousness will 
disappear into divinity and that meditation'Twill 
pass all limitations and reach Brahman, the Ab- 
solute in superconscious state. If the object of 
meditation is vibrant state of Spirit Divine or the 
cosmic state of consciousness, the individual con- 
ciouscess of the meditator will visualize that cos- 
mic state and enjoy infinite bliss and glory of that" 
state- If the object of meditation is having per- 
sonality or name and form, the consciousness of 
the meditator will remain in the form and stato 
of that object. This is the lowest state of Sama- 
dhi. If one is continuously remaining in the state 
of the object of meditation in divine ecstasy for- 
getting all other objects of the world* that state is 
called Bhavasamadhi. Intense state of Bhava- 
samadhi is an exalted experience and that state 
is called Mahabhava. This is a rare state of ex- 
perience indeed. Sri Ramakrishna had such ex- 
perience during His period of spiritual practices. 
Sri Radha also had such experience. .Devotee 
becomes lost -in the thought of his chosen . ideal 
and in a stato of divine ecstasy he- acts, speaks • 

and behaves like a man of sublimated' conscious- 
ness. . .. : ; ^ 
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Disciple: — T here' are different kinds of 
Samadhis mentioned in scriptures. H° “°£ k ”°' v 
if there is ally mention of ‘ Sahara Samadhi ( * 
periencing Samadhi while meditating on a form 
anywhere in scripture,. You *ave mentioned 
about such a Samadhi. Will you kmdy explain, 
Swamiji? 

Swmuk— There are various objects of medi- 
tations mentioned in some of the Upamshads 
under the name ‘Vidyas’. Antharadithya Vidya is 
one such meditation on a form of the sun ef 

golden hue within the space of the heart- 
those meditations on.any object with a form may 
be treated as meditations on forms In deep 
meditation, the aspirant will forget -himself and 
remain in the experience of the object of medita- 
tion only. That state is called Samadhi in the 
meditation on a form or Sahara Samadhi. If t 
object of meditation is of the formless state of 
God the aspirant will have the experience of cos- 
mic state of Godhood- The individual may ex- 
perience the Cosmic Being or' Brahman in that 
State and that Samadhi is called Savikalpa Same- 

dhi. If the object is Spirit Divine or Brahman 

which is beyond opr conception of our mind and 
intellect and -whiclj is even beyond our individua 
■consciousness, the meditator will pass beyond all 
limitaticms dnrhig deep meditation and reach 

superconsoious state of experience called Nirvi- 
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kalpa Samadhi* All these are attained by our 
efforts of spiritual' practices, but Bhavasamadhi . 
is-not attained as a result of our efforts. 

Disciple: — Sri Ramakrishna was. having, exr 
periences of Bhavasamadhi, often while He. was. 
alive* If that, experience is not attainable by 
our efforts, divine grace might have bestowed. on. 
Him those glorious experiences. 

Swamiji: — Yes, such experinces are not co- 
mmon to all. It is said that in oldon days Sri 
Radha had buch experiences of the wonderful' - 
state called Mahabhava* Her separation from 
Lord Krishna and her' anxiety to be with Him 
again made her unconscious of herself and she be- 
came overpowered by a terrible anguish to get His 
association. Her only thougnt was about Krish- 
na and she became moulded by Krishna consci- 
ousness. I am not going to tell you all about/ her 
experiences now. She passed through the state 
of Mahabhava and at last attained His realization- 
in person. Sri Ramakrishna also passed through* 
such a state while He was doing worship in the* 
temple at Dakshineswar. During day time He- 
was busy with the duties of the temple and at 
night while others go to bed to have comfortable 
sleep. He went into a bushy spot in that compound 
to sit and meditate there; He had.no sleep, no' 
fear of evil spirits or ghosts- and He'was not afmcf. 
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of snakes. He sat there in meditation till the 
time of service in the temple. His worship in t 
temple was also in God-intoxmated -tate only 
His anxiety to see His Mother Divine was a urn- . 
que one indeed. He was in a state of divinity 
and intoxicated with God-consciousness m those 
days till He got wonderful realization .of 
Chosen ideal. He passed through a period of u 
heard of austerities and practices. He .®° *“• 
not get realization, of any kind and at las He 
wanted to end His life before the imago of Hi 
Mother within the sanctum-sanctorum of that 
temple being disgusted with His life that was o 
mMise'in the* attainment of God-realization- He 
had heard that many great souls in the past , ha 
realized God, huthe could not out if the 

is any truth in the declaration that God exists 
and that He is attainable. He was blessed with 
a wonderful vision at that moment a " d P ro ^[ 
that was the first realization as a result of His 
practices. Genarlly people speak of the visions 
of different deities with forms only. But m His 
case it was a unique experience. He saw astern- 
shing divine glory of light before Him and He 
became lost in superconscious state. . 

Disciple: — Swamiji, Generally people speak 
of divine experience. Will you kindly tell me 
■ . what the experience jp that, state will he? 
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Swamiji:— The sense denoted' by the word 
divinity is inexpressible. Experience alone will 
make us understand what it is. We know that, 
sugar is sweet. However much you may try to 
explain it, we may not be able to bring out the 
meaning of the word sweetness- * Only by tasting * 
sugar we will have some idea of its sweetness- • 

Divinity is a state of experience that wo cannot 
1 explain to others. One will have the experience^ 
of astonishing glory and joy in that state. 

It is an unspeakable and wonderful state of 
experience of bliss that we call divinity. 

Disciple: — This is the state of Brahman 

as described by ancient sages. 

SwAMiJi:-Yes, Brahman is absolute divinity. 

‘Brahman, the Absolute is inconceivable. But* 
whenever and wherever we see anything divine . 
we are to consider that the glory of Brahman 
who is the essence of divinity is shining through .. 
it. Such objects give experience of -divine joy- . 

This Brahman is manifested as Divine Power in 
vibrant state and that power is called God or the 
Cosmic Being. Although Brahman is the essence 
of consciousness, that consciousness iB getting 
vibrant and pervading as cosmic state of con- 
sciousness of the Cosmic Being. Due to vibration 
in the Spirit Divine a wonderful power is mani- 
fested in that spirit as I told you before, * Vibra- • 

[ 14 
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tiona in that power is the cause of the manifested 
state of the consoiousness. This consciousness 
is reflected through cosmic pervasion of light of 
lightning or electronic state. 

Disciple: — Do you mean to say Swamiji, 
that tfiis light of divine knowledge is the light of 
lightning that we see in this plane? 

Swamiji: — That plane is full of electrons 
and protons, but the light there, is something ■ 
divine. We see the light of lightning through the 
sky of atomic character. Although the light of . 
lightning that we see here is wonderful and dazzl- 
ing, it is frightening also. But the divine light 
°f electronic plane is most wonderful and it is light 
of knowledge and bliss only. That kind of light 
of lightning can be experienced in deep Samadhi. 

Sri Ramakrishna had that kind of experience 
within the sanctum sanctorum of the temple of 
Dakshineswar and He went into superconscious 
state as I described before. That light is the- 
form of the Mother Divine whose power is cosmic 
consciousness. 

Disciple: — I was under the impression / 
that Mother Divine is a deity who is the supreme . ' 
head of the plane of cosmic consciousness. Now - 
Swamiji tells me that She is only a power per- 
vading the whole cosmos. She is said to be the 
controller of all these universes. How is it possi- 
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c . ble to exercise oontrol over different planes of 
f,- existence without a personality or a personal God 
!>■ with form. 

Swamiji: The plane of cosmic conscious- 

1 ness is beyond all differentiations, names and 
forms and is all pervading in character. There 
? is eternal vibration in that state and this vibra- 
tion produces an eternal sound known as Pranava. 
Pranava means the syllable ‘Om’. There is a 
f humming sound as a result of the vibrations going 
t on bi that stale and that is of eternal nature. I 
have already told you that all powers, individual 
soul, divinities* Gods and Goddesses are manifested 
from this state as a result of these vibrations. 
This vibrant state of Spirit Divine is said to be 
the Mother of the universe as all visible and in- 
visible universes are born from that state. She 
‘ is the manifested state of Spirit Divine. Con- 
sciousness also gets manifested at this state and it 
is of cosmic nature, This consciousness, of the 
wonderful Power Divine is carrying on the work 
of controlling all universes- This Power Divine 
and its consciousness are all-pervading and this 
power is said to be the soul of the souls of all 
beings. Brahman, the Absolute is the soul of 
this Mother Divine. This consciousness knows 
what all things are needed in this universe; and 
in its glory, wonderful powers appear wherever 
needed and carry on the work. You know that 
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Sri Ramakrishna had the experience of Mother 
Divine throughout His life time. He used to talk 
with Her and She used to guide Him in every 
way. There are innumerable divinities existing 
in this universe as glories of this Cosmic Being to 
carry on the duties of this universe. You might 
have heard that a Bhairava (a divine spirit) was 
giving directions to Sri Ramakrishna during the 
period- -of His spiritual practices- There was 
another spirit residing in Him and guiding Him 
as He used to say that a saint was giving Him 
directions. We have heard about a fight between 
divine mind and sinful mind within Himself. 
You know . that He had no touch of sin in Him. 
Yet, such a fight took place. Wonderful are the 
ways in which these divinities reveal knowledge to 
those who' are fit receipients. ‘ They reveal truths 
by way of Symbolical expressions. You know 
that Sri Ramakrishna went to higher regions of 
spirit' and found that He was manifested from 
the state of divine light of knowledge and that 
He brought down Swami Vivekananda from that 
state only. Both of them were born long before 
His having such an experience. That shows that 
it Was only a symbolical expression to give Hint 
knowledge as to who He was and who Swami 
Vivekananda was. The .fight between diving 
mind and sinful mind. also was to reveal a truth 
that such a fight is necessary to quell the lower 
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y' tendencies of. our mind. Anyway, all these 
i 1 ; wonderful experiences aro the workings of thoso 
divinities in., and through whom the power of 
cosmic consciousness works. There. is the possi- 
' bllit y of the Cosmic Being getting manifested at 
; a. particular place to carry on certain duties just 

as we see in the life of Sri Ramakrishna that He 
was being guided by that power during. His life- 
•' time. The glory of that Being is infinite indeed 
There is no individualized personality residing; in 
the plane of cosmic consciousness as Mother 
Divine. ....... 

. Disciple:— Swamiji, y ou told mo that this 
Power- Divine is all-pervading and the Spirit 
Divine is the spirit . within it. Will you kindly 
explain the difference between them so that I 
can grasp it. • • 

Swamiji: It is very difficult indeed to Ex- 
plain the subtle difference between.- them. Any- 
way yon know that the sublime divinity is the 
basic principle known as Brahman. That is Spirit 
Divine, beyond all vibrations and that Spirit be-, 
comes vibrant by.its own wish in a lower stage. 
This basic principle called Spirit Divine is- the 
essence of knowledge, and bliss and it is infinite 
Existence. It is divine bliss and stillness infinitum.: 
Due to vibrations in it,, this : un manifested spirit 
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becomes manifested as the glory of lightning- 
This state is called Parasakthi or Adyasakthi by 
Saktheyas (worshippers of Mother Divine) and 
this is really the state where spirit and matter are 
in union; Parasakthi is the originating stage of 
vibrations in spirit and it is a wonderful power as 
it is the cause of all these universes. Vibrations 
in spirit develop a power called Moolaprakrithi or 
neutron and this neutron is the basis of all that is 
material. Electrons and protons are manifestations 
from this neutron and both these powers are all- 
pervading in character. Both of them together is 
called divine Prana and the spirit in vibrant state 
is called divine ether by Yogis- Vibrant state of 
the spirit is pervading althrough this power as its 
soul and it is being reflected through this wonder- 
ful power as cosmic consciousness. Spirit and 
matter in union or Siva and Sakthi in union is 
also vibrating and different powers are developed 
as a result of the vibration. Vibrant state of 
matter is caused by vibrations in spirit that per- 
vades in and through matter. Mahamaya, a won- 
derful power divine with illusory powers.of veiling 
and projecting nature is developed at- this stage 
as I told you before. This power also is in vibrant 
state. All Gods, souls and divinities are manifested 
from vibrating spirit in electronic and ethereous 
state, and all material objects are born from the 
vibrant state of Mahamaya according to Tkanohirc 
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system of philosophy. Vedantha does not make so 
many classifications. According to Vedantha, the 
vibrant state of Spirit Divine is the source of all 
souls> elemental powers and elements. Thanthric 
system is the occult science of different powers 
working in the cosmos. They call this vibrant 
state of Spirit Divine as the Mother of the uni- 
verse. Mahamaya is a power divine manifested 
from this Mother Divine- From the vibrant state 
of this wonderful power called Mahamaya differ- 
ent elemental powers are manifested. These 
powers are called Thanmathras by Hindus. 
These powers develop pure elements of sky, air, 
fire, water and earth, in order. Different planes 
of existence above the corporeal universes are 
developed from thoso pure eloments. It is stated 
in Vedantha that pure Maya is the power pervad- 
ing these planes of existence as these planes- are 
made up of pure elements. Impure- Maya is the 
power pervading the corporeal universe and the 
plane of this corporeal universe is made up of 
quintupled eloments of five kinds- You know now 
that the Spirit Divine is the basis of everything • 
and that its vibrant state produces -different powers 
callod noutrons, electrons and protons and also ele- 
mental powers- Pure elements are developed from 
these powers. Plane of God-consciousness and two 
lower planes of existence in the sphere of the sun 
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are made up of pure elements of sky, air, and 1 
fire. All objects and bodies of living beings in 
those planes are also made up of these elements* , 
There are three other planes of . existence below * 
the sphere of the sun and they are treated as 
planes of existence within the sphere of the 
moon. Those planes- and all the objects in them 
are constituted of pure elements of sky, air fire 
and water* The lower part of the lowest plane 
is having contamination with earth elements also. 
This corporeal universe is made up of gross ele- 
ments of quintupled nature* Each of the five 
elements called sky, air, fire, water and earth are. 
divided into two parts* One half of every one of 
these elements is then divided into four parts* 
One half of each element is added to one eighth of 
the other four elements and as a result of this 
combination, five gross elements are developed* 
This corporeal universe and all the objects in it 
are thus manifested as a result of the combina- 
tions of these gross elements. 

Disciple: — It is very difficult to conceive the 
process of all these developments. I like to know' 
how these adjustments take place. 

Swamiji: — Brahman the Absolute is the basic 
principle and in the glory of that principle various 
powers are manifested and in their glory all these 
things take place. ' , 
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Disciple** — Swamiji, you said that Mother 
Divine is the controlling power of this universe. 
Now you say - that in the glory of divine powers 
all these are going on. Are these powers Para- 
sakthi and Chitsakthi? 

Swamiji: — Chitsakthi is not different from 
Parasakthi. The higher aspect of Power Divine is 
called Parasakthi where vibration originates* 
Fully vibrant Btate is called Chitsakthi and both 
these aspects are glories of Brahman only. Due 
to vibrations in the power called Chitsakthi or 
8aguna Brahman various divine powers are mani- 
fested and it is they who carry on the work of 
the cosmos. 

Disciple: — Do you mean to say that the 
vibrations in the ethereous and electronic plane 
produce such powers. % Ether* electrons, protons, 
elemental powers and elements are mere matter 
only. Am I to understand that Spirit Divine 
remains as mere witness only? There is a section 
among the followers of Vedaritha who consider 
that there is an inherent power called Mahamaya 
eternally existing in Brahman. That power has 
got two kinds of powers. One veiling- and the 
other projecting. Am I to understand' that Para- 
matman or Brahman is eternal witness only while 
Mother Divine or Mahamaya is carrying on the 
duties of creation, preservation and destruction? 

15 
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Your explanation gives me that kind of convi- 
ction. 

Sttamiji:- — I did not s^y that mere vibrations 
in the ethereous and electronic plane alone are the 
causes for the manifestation of these powers* As. 
you say, ether, electrons and elements, are mere 
matter only. Spirit Divine is the basic principle 
and it pervades in and through different stages 
of developments of matter originated from the 
same spirit as I told you and in fact that divine 
spirit itself ha3 become manifested as all these. 

Discipltc: — I do not understand how matte 
is developed as a result of the vibrations in spirit. 

I think that the same spirit that is considered as 
sublime divinity has become vibrant in a lower 
stage. Inert matter developing in the spirit 
which is sublime divinity is something like pro- 
ducing something from nothingness. I cannot 
conceive of such a development. 

Swamiji: --There is no question of something 
getting developed from nothingness- Infinite 
divinity is existing in eternity* It is this divi- 
nity (the Spirit Divine) that becomes vibrating, 
Parasakthi is the name given to the stage where 
vibration originates. Fully developed stage is 
called Chitsakthi or Mother Divine. Vibrations 
in the spirit bring out a state of inertness to a 
manifested glory of the selfsame spirit just as 


Conversations on Spirit Divino UG 


utter darkness is manifested from the dazzling 
state of the glory of the cosmic light. It is iti 
fact the same spirit that is appearing as matter; > 
It is the same consciousness that is appearing as 
unconscious and inert principle called Moolapra- 
krithy or neutron. Fully vibrant state of Spirit 
Divine makes this matter also vibrating and this 
vibration brings out two kinds of cosmic powers 
called electrons and protons. The consciousness 
reflected through these substances is called cosmic 
consciousness and the power pervading this plane 
full of electrons and protons, is the power called 
Divine Prana or Power Divino. Material science 
may call it electricity. But electricity is only a 
glory of this wonderful Power Divine. Vibrations 
in this piano of matter and spirit produce differ- 
ent elemental powers. Ancient sages treated the 
sum-total of these elemental powers as Maha“ 
maya as these powers are the causes for all mani- 
festations in different planes of existence/ These 
elemental powers develop as atoms of very fine 
character. They are also in vibrant state and as 
a result cf thoir vibrations, various o- • are 

gencraced and combinnlio' '• p - '« . - cm 

different p; . rs of oxi* « « • ' vibra- 

tion brings out a kind of gross <'.iom„nt3 of quintu- 
pled combination as I told you before. The 
whole cosmos is constituted with all these powers, 
energies and elements' developed from Spirit 
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Divine as a result of the vibrationsThol take, 
place in every stage.' .Now you have unrlerstoo. , 
clearly that it is ■ not from nothingness that all 
these are manifested and that it is from Spirit, 
Divine that the whole of cosmos and all that is 
material have become developed. 

Disciple.— Our Rishis described this wonder- 
ful power as Mahamaya. But I do not under- 
stand what these veiling and peojecting powers 

are. 

Swamiji: — Y ou have understood that these 
powers and all their further developments art 
nothing but Spirit Divine- That truth is bein^ 
veild by Mahamaya and a mistaken knowledge: 
about all these are projected. Sri Ramaknshna 
had the experience that all these wha we sec 
here are nothing but embodiments of Divin 
Spirit, in spite of their appearance. We know tha 
various kinds of sweetmeats are made out o 

sugar. Although they appear m various foim 

they are in essence sugar only- Similarly all 
that we see in this universe are nothing but Brah- 
man. Brahman the Absolute wished and in Hi 
glory all these universes of relative existence go 
manifested from Him. Infinite number of in.lv 
vidualized souls also manifested from that """ 
derful state of Spirit Divine. That sublime s. at< 
of spirit becomes inert matter of various plane 
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of existence in its own glory. Individualized 
state of the same spirit as the soul of living beings 
appear in utter darkness due to its separation 
from the sublime state ol divinity and slowly get 
evolved into that sublime divinity passing thro- 
ugh various stages of evolution. They pass 
through darkness in do light and again from light 
to light of light and at last reach the highest state . 
which is beyond all manifested states of dark- 
ness and lights. They pass through darkness 
to the plane of earth and from the plane of 
earth they pass on to the sphere of the- moon. 
Then again they return to this earth to see if the 
sphere of the sun is their real abode. By under- 
going spiritual practices they attain the sphere of 
the sun also. Some do not feel satisfied with the 
state of divinity in that plane of God-conscious- 
ness. They try to reach the state of Vidyunman- 
dala or the plane of the wonderful light of light- 
ing. That state is the state of the Cosmic Being 
and that is really the state of beatitude* That 
was the state from where Sri Ramakrishna was 
manifested. Being a manifestation from the 
plane of uncontaminated divinity, Ho lived also 
as a wonderful manifestation of divinity. The 
circuit of an individual soul will be complete 
when it reaches the state of Spirit Divine which 
is beyond darkness and light. Spirit becomes 
matter and the same spirit becomes individualized 
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through the association of matter. The individual- 
ized state of spirit sinks into darkness, being con- 
taminated by -matter. Slowly it gets enlightenment 
through associations of highly evolved states of 
matter and at last it becomes sublime divinity 
itself. This circuit is called rotation of the wheel 
of the death and birth cycle- This ignorance is 
called veiling power* 

Disciple'- — I do not understand the meaning 
of the expression that the individual soul that is 
manifested from the most sublime state of - Spirit 
Divine is veiled by ignorance* 

Swamiji: — Yes, there are different views as 
regards this Mahamaya’s veiling and projecting 
powers. Monism declares that it is a wonderful 
power having veiling and projecting powers as I 
described above. There is another section among 
Vedanthins who believes that it is the will of 
Brahman that makes vibrations in the Spirit. Di- 
vine and that it is the same will that brings up all 
manifestations from Brahman. Due to ignorance 
of the individualized soul it does not see the mani- 
fested slates of Brahman as Brahman the Absolute. 
The real nature and state of Brahman is veiled 
and diversities are projected by the other power 
called Vikshepa. These are powers called negative 
and positive. Negative is a power that veils the 
real nature of Brahman while positive is a power 
that projects differentiations. In fact Brahman 
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exists in sublime divine state without getting 
affected by any powers developed from its own 

vibrant state. 

Disciple: — I think that there is no meaning 
in the faith that the individualized states of souls 
are existing from timeless past. 

Swamiji:— Really there is no meaning in that 
’statement. It is in the glory of Brahman that 

theso wonderful manifestations are taking place. 

All individual souls are mere manifestations from 
the cosmic spirit in vibrant state. As long as this 
vibrant state exists these manifestations also will 
have to exist* It is-needless to say that there was 
no beginning for this cosmos and as such there 
was no lime limit when these souls were born. 
Really they are only centres of consciousness to 
manifest individualized state of existence just as 
waves are seen in the infinite expansion of water 
in the sea. The glory of Brahman is.. Mother Di- 
vine and Her glory is ununderstandable. 
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Disciple: — From your descriptions I under- 
stand that Sri Kamakrishna is an embodiment of 
unalloyed purity and divinity in a human form. 
His state is incomprehensible to ordinary human 
mind and as such, I am puzzled to think as how 
to conceive Him during my meditations. The 
purpose of the practice of meditation is attaining 
the state of the object of meditation according to 
spiritual science* By meditating upon Sri Hama* 
krishna, the meditator is to attain His state. I do 
not know how to conceive that incomprehensible 
state during my meditation. 

Swamiji: — You need not get alarmed by 
hearing all my descriptions* By hearing all the^e 
.descriptions ybu will get an idea about the per- 
sonality of that wonderful divinity in a human 
form. You may try to fix your mind on Him 
conceiving His form as you see in His photoes and 
then slowly try to dive deep into His divine state 
as far as you can. If you know something about 
His state from all my descriptions, you will be able 
to get glimpses of His divine glory when you are 
having exalted state of your mind during medita- 
tion. '< 

Disciple: — Am I to understand that the 
mental state of the meditator during his practice 


— ......... ...... . o v -• » 

v • : : S \yAMm:-rr- : Cer tainly , the, rstatejof jthp njind itfft 
the, meditator ,is the main factprrj^a^-aWngs -upj 
divine. ..experience during, hi praof4#> f bxYourktf ow:j 

^b%t ; it i 8 .*: j e <ry 

th at :is a , n ,em bod i m en t v of ; djy i nj ty J)^y 4 <mr^ipdo 
To, conceive a most d j.y in e 'p.et^Opal ity. Jrk Athat o.f> 
SrbKamakrishna, the raind/jpf /k t}ie..-;medi.i}^Qro hasv 
to 4 --gek^adyvby;getfvip^.pu^fi.e^-i b# hearing cant^ 
conteipiplatj.ng thesubUme.state aud gio^yiafithati 
divine being. .•. ••If you do, not -know. > the; su b 1 i m it y^ 
a J>d glory of th&objeok . of. ; meditation ,yoik;will> 
conceive .apnbj'eot pr personality ih.'a'wiyidsmtedi 
to your fd^aB.apd notions,^ -Both ith© statejofj 
meditator’s mind. and ' the,statp' of.the^ ^obje'ct. of; 
meditation T are o' important., indeed , am ; .of? 

opinion that .the rstate of .the mjnd of->themedi-- ; 
tator is most important as that mind igi to conceive,; 
and concentrate on such ; a ■ sublime personality. ^ 

' Di8CH»le:— Do you mean.fewamiji, that I will • 
oreato a Kamakrishna as mere personification of r 
my > own ideas and 1 notions if I do not hear and 


my ■ own 


do not hear and 
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understand His real state and glory before accepts 
ing Him as my 'Chosen ideal ? • 

S\VAMiJi:-Yesi you will create a Ramakrislirik' 
according to 'your ideas and notion ' during yOur' 
meditation, if you have no clear idea about His' 
personality. Sri Ramakrishna is a wonderful' 
manifestation of divinity in this plane of earth. 
HeL'cahnot be 'conceived without' proper hearing 
and understanding;' A beginner in practice may ' 
get his mind purified' by ; vafiou's kinds of services' 
such " as " worships, 1 "visiting of tefnples ; 'and places 
of pilgrimages; benevolent 1 w'Orks of the nature* 
of sooial; ^service; ' hearing'- scriptural' ‘ discourses; 
contemplating" on those f truths,’ associating 1 with' 1 
great sages saint^'studyirig sacred" books and 
meditating bn |l the, 'glories of 1 God'. < Another ini-' 
portaiif practicO'foifa beginner ’ is ( the ' repetition • 
of God’s name l Or l the sacred 1 ' syllable with 1 which*' 
he is r initiated" by' his ' Guru (predh'pt6f)d That 1 
practice' will piake thd'body and’ miiid' pUfified-' 
and ? ' M for pro c k e ding Vi th f 0 f t her ‘ 8 1 e p s ' i h ! s p i id - ' 
tual practices.' Those whb accept Sri Raniakri^hna 5 
as "their : choSen : ideal havfe to hbaf' aboiit Hid real" 
state: of sublimity; cbri template' on' that ‘/glorious ? 
state 'ahdhave a^cleaif 'perception ; abdut''Hi's stit6' t 
before proceeding on with his meditation.. Now 
it Id' clear Thaii ’you may create your own- Raraa- 
krishna'iPyo'u' do not' gather’ proper informations 
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about His life and teachings before you proceed 

with your, practices if you want to medita.to’ upon 
Him... b 

p^isqipj.ej-^-X haye ,heard ? that..the Japaprvthe 
■repetition- of the; sacred syllable : vgitH. which; one^is 
initiated is a... regular .practice for, God. realization. 
Tf it is so. I would^ like..to hear. abput tho praobioe 
•of. such .repetition -.from.: Sw.amiji. .’.I have- heard 
-that there.. are different.-.- kinds,;./of, repetitions. per- 
formed bye different, aspirants. -;I desire tp:kn.Qw 
about these.methods. 

Swamiji:— Some of the followers of the path 
of devotion begin their practices with the repeti. 
tion of the sacred syllable ,or i the name of their 
chosen ideal or -God. Some others begin ^their 
practices with the repetition ,of the sacred formula 
,(Manthraj along -with the -meditation on the‘ ? form 
of the chosen ideal. ^ There are three methods* of 
practices of sacred formulas as meiital repetition, 
silent repetition through mouth and -loud repeti- 
tion. According to Yogic science, there is a po^er 
called kundalini or Para Sakthi lying coiled up on 
the plexus of • Mooladhara situated on the trian- 
gular base just' below the bottom end' off-the 
spinal cord and in front of the anus.’ Tuafc power 
is the source of all powers pertaining to • our 
speech.; < The. speech originates from that power and 
comes up to the space .within'; the chest 
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the 8D ace qver' the plexus , of Anahatha Chakra. } 
Tke^^ech .’takes up. ideatiori in that space, and ; 
again those 'icleas come up' to the centre knqwa 
as the plexus of Visuddhi Chakra situated at the 
rbot R)f 1 the tdhgue and' forth && word or sentence^ 
Theri’ speech-. 'corned out Through mouth, as .. 
-16u : d r '4bice * dnd T: that speech' ‘ is called • Vaikhari 
occult' language- These four stages of 
ithe speech are known as Para,- Pasyanthy Mad - 
-hy^ma 'and Vaikhari : sounds • among Hidus. Re- 
peating thb'.name of- God or the sacred •syllable ih 
loud voice is called Vaikhari Japa,:Tf it is silent , 
repet hipn. by .mouth .that repetition is known as | 
Madhyapia, Japa... Mental repetition is Pasyant^f 
Jap^ ^aiid; it .iSr ponsi^etecL to he The. highest kind 
of. Japa^.'.Tiie^pnderful ppjy.er .known., as. K,^n r 
daiini, .on Pa-.r$ ^akjthi .is .the. sourqe of all , these 
different stages of manifested ...po,wer of., speech. 
•’Meiitaj 1 repetition ia.tbo, state where f the powpr ?,f 
speech forms , into ideas .. and .words denoting, the 
’sense arid that stags \s really meditation. . It.- is 
impossible to .perform Para Japa as that pow.er 
is beyond.aH names and forms. ..You can npw 
understand that there are three kinds of.J.apas 
jn tliis category and there are other divisions also 
in the practice^of , the repetition of sacred-sylla- 
bles. , . '..i ' *>[' * : 

; . . J)isoiPLE-r^.WiU 'thia repetition of the sacred 

syllable gi^e.hs God .realization? * :v * - ’ 
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: Swamij?:— T his, repetition , alone will , apt be 
sufficient taattain God .realization. The aspirant 

may" have divine state of mind and a divine per- 
cehtiondn mind! while. he ' is tem^. the name 
of God or the sacred syllable. ..If one can pero ? - 

the form of the Lord which is the meaning of , 
the bathe’ of G'od or the sacred syllable and medi- .. 
tate upon that form while practising rep^on, . 
that is the best method of practice. Slowly the 
repetitibn *1U be stilled and the meditation alone 

Will Continue andtlie result will be 
ihe divine personality that is beyond both nataCs 
and' forms. ’ Constant attempt in’ keeping ■ up 
mental’ repetition' of the 'sacred syllable, 
earnest attempt at concentration and meditation 
Tn the fp^mthe Lord, the aspirant gams a’ won- 
derful pSWwill lift' the mind of- the person 
t0 ie state offth® deity on whom he meditates 
For repea 'pg ihe sacred syllable one has to use 
his power' ’if 's^eoh 'and the external Organ, if 
repeated loudly,' and It is needless to say that to 
attention of tke mind is needed to some, extent 
while performing the. practice. Slowly mindmu 
gain tlio capacity t? bo , incommunion With the 

divine state represented by . tho deity, . ■».» 

certainly. the, purpose of practising thisL.nd.of 
repetition;. This’ communion is real.meditation. 

This kind of oommunionwill ’mould the iconscious- - 
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ness of the aspirant in the state and glory, of 
the deity whom ho has selected . as his chosen 
ideal- I need not say that, that attainment is 
the goal of a devotee. There are , some others 
.who repeat the name of. God or the sacred sylla- 
ble concentrating their attention on- the sound of 
the syllable. There is a faitli that all sounds are 
originated from. the... sacred syllable ‘OM! as it, is 
the sound vibrating . in the vibrant state, of Spirit 
Divine. You know that all kinds, of vibrations 
will produce some kind of sound, and the sound 
in the vibrant state of . Brahman is said,, to. be -the 
sound of the syllable ‘OM’’ Those who concen- 
trate their minds on the ..-sound of ^ the eacrpd 
syallable believe that their praotic^i^ift them 
to the plane of Nada Brahman .» ^luc^ia^vibrant 
state of Brahman. • . ' 'Vj 

Disciple: — A m. I to under 8talj|d' p f hat .the 
attainment of Pranava. Nada (the sppud. of ,QM ) 
isTattaining Brahman? 

Swamiji: — B rahman is Spirit Divine. /By 
attaining vibrant state of Brahman’ the aspirant 
gains divine knowledge and beatitude. Those 
who attain the state of Brahman, the Abso- 
lute go beyond all experiences and even. time, 
space and causation. But • by . attaining . Nada 
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Brahman, one may gain, the attainment of the 
plane called cosmic consciousness where he will 
be’ hearing the eternal sound ‘OM’ and remaining* 
without gaining the knowledge of Brahman. 

Disciple: — What is - to be- done* for gainings 
divine knowledge after getting .realization of the., 
goal of our devotional practice? 

Swamiji) — Divine knowledge is the result * of - 
attaining 1 the state of Bf ahttian, : th& Absolute.- You 
know- frorri my descriptions- that*. Brahin an is - t lie 5 
essence of knowledge- In -the cosmic state of coil- 1 
sciqusness- the individual soul may. experience* 
a-state'of joy divine, by. gctting identified with 'thk 3 
Cosmic’ Being. Individual consciousness 'caniiOfH 
perceive the glory of that Cosfnio-Being as HeiS* 
beyond conception.. It is therefore necessary ter get * 
super-conscious experience , to have 'divine know^* 
ledge manifested.' Till that state of super 'consoious - ’ 
experienceds attained, one will haveonlytheofeti^'' 
cal knowledge- about Brahman/ But*- those 0 whov 
praotise Japa (repetition *of sacred syallable)' doess 
110 b possess • even-* theoretical knowledge 'about r * 
Brahman. They may ’enjoyvthe- ‘soiind- of^ *OMjV 
vibrating in - the . plane of ■cosmic* consciousness^ f 
By' hearing and contemplating on* Brahman- oneu 
has to acquire theoretical knowledge^and bonceivbP 
the object of meditation with full perception of ‘this* 
state and glory r Such an aspirant will get- supdt- f * 
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conscious experience while Attempting to conceive 1 " 
the greatness" and, glory of Brahman’ who is sub-; 
lime divinity and supreme knowledge only.' " \ . 

Disciple: — Swamiji, you have stated v that 
there is it method of practice of repeating the sacred, I 
syllable fixing the 1 mind’ on the meaning - of the ’ 
syllable. I desire^to know- that method also in 7 
derail.. f y : • v.- % 

, SwAMijitTr-There are different kinds of sacred* 
syllables/ .-/Some are Impregnated with "esoteric: 
meanings .and some are impregnated vwith'. divine' 
powers.. -Those: who repeat sacred syllables full* 
of.esoteric meanings may concentrate on shch lofty- 
ideas during practice. Gayathri is a'sacred sylla’’ 
bio impregnated with metet sublime ideas: ; It is; 
something like a prayer -to the power, that illumi- 
nates the whole universe; saying that aspirant us* 
meditating on the sun of knowledge who illuthi-* 
nes the whole of this universe sb that his intellect 
will get. enlightened/ - There 1 are other' 7 types o'f ; 
sacred- formulas Offering prostrations - or praying- 
for • protection or prosperity. * Repetition of this.' 
kind of formulas is done with -cohcehterated atten- 
tion on both 1 the deity on whom he meditate 8 
upon and on those ideas denoted by the formula* 
Those; who' repeat’ sacred syllable impregnated’ 
with divine pOwCr'S m,a;y <'o6hceiltrate oil ’the form ; 
of-God,-o5ri'ceiVlng ! thi’fc-!b f ik th 3 ,c ’ e mb b r d i td j a'fe ' of' - 


» 
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those powers.- You have known that in vibrant 
state of Spirit Divine different kinds of powers are 
manifested. Personal Gods appear as embodi- - 
raents of some of these sublime powers and it is 
believed that these powers are impregnated in 
some sacred syllables called Manthras. There 
are many, such syllables known among Hindus. 

' and they are being repeated by devotees concen- 
trating their attention on the form of deity repre- 
; Bented by that sacred formula and meditating- 
\ on that glorious” personality. That is the best 
l and highest kind of practice of one who follows ■ 
I the path of devotion- By such repetition and 
I meditation one realizes the personal aspect of 
Godhood represented by that sacred formula. 

Disciple: — Chanting Vodas, reading sacrod 
books, studying scriptures, singing praises and 
praying are also known as steps of devotional 
practices* Will you kindly enlighten me whether 
a seeker after Truth can attain God-realization 
through these practices without Japa and medi- 
tation? 

Swamiji* — They are certainly complemen- 
tary steps for all kinds of spiritual practices* One 
cannot immerse himself in God and remain in 
God-consciousness always. An aspirant can 
carry on his practices at appointed hours for 
fixed length of time thrice or four times a day 
The rest of the time may be used for worshipping 
17 
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God and doing all these practices, if his entire 
life is dedicated for spiritual practice only. The 
most important practice of an aspirant who 
follows the path of devotion is meditation indeed. 

Disciple:* — Do you mean to say that all 
these practices will lead one to a meditative 
mood? 

Swamiji: — Yes, all these practices are to 
lead the aspirant to a state of God-consciousness. 
You have heard about the God— intoxicated state 
of Sri Ramakrishna while He was worshipping in 
the temple at Dakshineswar. Ho was living, 
moving and having His being in God-conscious- 
ness only. He was ever engaged in the pursuit of 
attaining God-realization in those days. It is 
very difficult to begin with tho practice of medi- 
tation at the outset* One has to pass through a 
course of preliminaries as -described above and 
then begin the practice of meditation* The form 
of the chosen ideal may be fixed as the object of 
meditation in the beginning. But in course of the 
practice, the conception may expand as a result of 
studies and contemplations and the state of medi- 
tator’s consciousness may be immersed in a state 
of God-consciousness* 

Disciple: — Will you kindly say something 
more about the course of meditation on one’s 
c hosen ideal? 
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Swamiji:— Meditation is a most important 
subject, having vast bearings in spiritual evolution 
of a human being. There are various types oi 
meditations as I described so far. They are to 
lead the soul of man to different realms of spirit 
after leaving this plane of earth. It is the concep- 
tion of the consciousness at the time of leaving 
this body that guides the soul of man to the next 
plane of existence* That conception is the result 
of the spiritual practices undergone during the 
life-time of every individual in this plane of earth. 

Those who have no spiritual conception will be 
full of material consciousness and they take birth 
immediately after death and those who have no- 
thing clear in their conception may disappear into 
darkness. They remain in that dark state for 
some length of time according to their Karma 
(result of actions during life-time) and take birth 
again in this plane of earth; These conceptions 
at the last moment also is dependant on one’s ( 

own actions in life. * 

Disciple:— May I understand that this dark 
8 tato is called hell. I was under the 'impre- 
ssion that hell is a state of existence where the 
soul of man undergoes miseries as a result of his 
bad actions during his life-time in chis world. 

Swamiji: — No, this is not exactly what is 
called hell* You know that animals and othe r 
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living beings also have individual souls. As they i 
are not affected by their actions of their lives in ? 
this world they do not go to hell or heaven after 
their death. They go to the state of darkness, 
remain there for some time and take birth again 
as you see trees yield fruits at particular seasons. 
Some species of living beings may take birth in 
this world without depending upon seasons. You 
have known that there are certain kinds of flies 
appearing during the beginning and the end of 
rainy seasons. You might know that dogs are 
also born during particular seasons. These souls 
do not take birth depending upon their Karmas 
(actions). They are born as a result of develop- 
ments in the course of natural evolution. Human 
beings alone are guided by the law of Karma 
(action).) Hell is also in this plane of darkness, 
but it is full of miserable experiences meant only 
for human souls who were immersed in sinful 
actions* 

Disciple: — To attain higher regions of 
•spirit the method of practice is concentration and 
meditation as per your descriptions. But I am 
eager to know if devotional practices can lead the 
soul of man to the highest regions of Spirit Divine. 

Swamiji: — Brahman, the Absolute is the 
basic principle from which all these universes and 
all souls of individualized character are mani- 
fested and these manifestations took place in the 
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will of the same principle. That principle is the 
essence of consciousness. Individual soul being 
a spark ofjbhe same divinity, it is also conscious- 
ness although limited by nature. During the 
course of life, the individual soul is having exper- 
iences of pains and pleasures as felt by the mind 
and is conducting activities as wished or desired 
by the same mind. This mind is only a reflected 

( state of the consciousness as I told you before* 
Being part and parcel of the Cosmic Being having 
v cosmic state of consciousness, the individual soul 
is having the experience as per the wish or the 
l conceptions made by individual consciousness 
through the centre of mind. Similarly those who 
j are devoted to God, worship Him through various 
\ mediums and offer services believing that those 
services will reach Him whom they conceived a s 
their object of worship. The Lord whom they 
considered as all-knowing, and all-pervading 
accepts those services and blesses those devotees, 
in His infinite glory. Prayers of devotees are also 
heard by their God and they are blessed with 
realizations according to their conceptions. There 
, ; are others who are not believers of personal Gods 
! but they conceive of a power residing in the 
i Kingdom of God in sublime glory to administer 
justice. They also pray to God and their prayers 
are answered according to their conceptions. 


God as a 
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Again there are others who ' bc to attain * 

Cosmic Being. There concern m y ^ 

a State beyond all "f^ ^tional practices. They 
worship, prayer and de y 0 u C an very 

too attain that state J tion of th e con- 

well understand that th 3 . g being reahzed 

sciousness of the wui ir afl the concep- 

through devotional pract^^ ^ oostoos ; 

tion or wish of Brabm divin0 love of the 

fested. Devotion ®e«ia ^ ^ love a , 

worshipper for the wc^hipE £ ^ a prino iple \ 

person, but it . 18 , , nt , with any object. | 

Love is the cause ° p a “X“ ause for the resultant 

loved and. attachmei may he. Devotees { 

pleasure or pain as th incense and even 

offer beautiful flowers, g 1 worBhip consir 

food to God who is our I o . fferi We kn0 w 
dering that He acoep , everything in them 
that all these — ^only Yet, we 
are appearing by H > » petty things 

have „o hesitation to o^all |tutn aocept? tUoS e 
as oblations at His lee are 0 pf ere d with 

offerings with de lig manileB ted a? a living 

devotion. God bee ^ dovotod ooncop- 

persomhty tliroug als0 -blesses the 
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tions. Not ollly C* ex p er j onc e3 in the 

devotee to have won derf ^ * hhn . Higher 

form or state aS t he spirit are attained 

experiences m • e ‘Worship aud other 

through meditation only. Vi ox * 


devotional services may help us to attain a state 
of God-consciousness where one can have the 
experience of personal Gods as we conceive them. 

Disciple: — I desire to know if one can reach- 
the highest state of Brahman by following the 
path of devotion. 

Swamiji:— The path of devotion can be- 
come fit to give the highest realization if one can 
conceive his -chosen ideal- as the highest principle 
in a manifested form. Personal aspect of God 
may be conceived as a personification of the 
highest and inconceivable Spirit Divine. . Sri 
Ramakrishna used to say that His-Mother Divine 
was both light of knowledge and darkness as welL 
Sublime divinity as well as the manifested forms 
and states are nothing but Spirit Divine. I ho 
same spirit is getting manifested in the form of 
God as we conceive Him. Meditating upon the 
form or the personilitv of God and after realizing 
the form or state as conceived, the aspirant may 
proceed on with the meditation - on divine light 
dissolving the form of the deity in that glorious 
state of divine spirit whose manifestation, the 
personal God was- Meditating on cosmic divinity 
or divine light is meditating on Brahman. Now 

you can see that the path of devotion can lead 

one to the highest state of realization if the prac- 
tice is meant for attaining Brahman, 
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Disciple:: — Swamiji, if Brahman is the goal 
of the human soul, why these kinds of worships 
of the personal deities are being followed by 
human beings. Lord Buddha did not accept any 
God. Sage Kapila also did not accept the exi- 
stence of a personal God. There are many others 
who did not accept such a Godhood- God did not 
get angry with them in anyway and destroy them 
or their followers. If there is existence of such a 
God, is it not to be proved by manifesting and 
annihilating His opponents who preached nihilism 
It is said in Puranas that there was a nihilist called 
Hiranyakasipu who was preaching against God. 
He was annihilated by a wonderful manifestation 
in the form of a half-lion and half-man being 
known asNarasimlia* But Lord Buddha s religion 

was growing irrespective of His denunciation ot 

‘ Vedas and Gods. Will you kindly explain why 
such things are taking place ? 

Swamiji:- First of all, I have to state that 
these manifestations take place according to time, 
place and causation. You know that Lord Kris- 
hna performed a sacrifice in the name of Jhe hi 
where Ho played and fed His cattle- He did not 
follow the time-honoured customs ot offering sac- 
rifices in the name of Gods. Narasimha manifested 
long long ago when human beings were having 
such notions. We know that there are any nura- 
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her of nihilists living in this age. Terrible destru- 
ctive activities are going on in every field. God. 

does not interfere in any manner. Human conce- ; 
ption about God has evolved much and no one is ; 
afraid of a God who is ruling all over this universe. 

I told you that the essence of consciousness is 
called God or Spirit Divine. That power reveals 
spiritual laws according to the need of the time 
and place. -Buddha appeared in an age when 
there was slaughter of dumb animals prevailing 
in the name of religion all over India. He was a- 
manifestation of the 'same power who manifested 
to introduce Vedio sacrifices in ancient days. The 
purpose of the advent of Buddha was to introduce 
a new evolution in the field of religion that was 
in existence in His age. He introduced social- 
service as a part of religion and preached the- 
message that He got as His revelations. He 
[ declared that there is only an individualized state _ 

. of conciousness existing in a living being and that 
there is no other existence as soul or God. He 
denounced Vedas, Gods and souls and introduced 
a system of practice to annihilate individual 
consciousness in super-conscious experience. An- 
cient sages also had made such declarations 

through Upanishadic Manthras (sacred formulas), , . j 

but the followers could not have such high and 
i abstruse conceptions as the society of men was 
pot so much evolved. You will see the same defect 
18 
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among the followers of Lord Buddha also and • 
they have introduced secret, occult practices and 
worship of the personality of Buddha. Human 
society is in need of some such faith m something 
super human, inspite of the revelations of the 
ancient sages and their bold declarations, followers 
of Hinduism introduced various kinds of worships 
of personal Gods and also practices leading to 
different planes of existence. 

DisciPLEt-May I ask a doubt in the middle 
of your interesting explanations? It is said that 
Lord Buddha attained Buddhahood at the place 
known as Gaya. My idea is that Buddhahood 
means a state beyond individual consciousness 
where there will lie nothing existing. After 
attainig such a state how could He return to the 
plane of consciousness? 

Swamiji* — H e declared that He has become 
an enlightened being. That does not mean that 
He reached a state where His individual consci. 
ousnes was absolutely annihilated. He got re- 
flations about the truth in that enlightened state 
and returned to this plane to carry on the purpose 
of His advent. All sages and prophets made 
such declarations after getting truths revealed 
before them by divinities as I told you before. 1 
is only after leaving this gross body that.a soul of 
man can attain the highest state or principle. 
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Sri Ramakrishna entered into Nirvikalpa state of 
Samadhi, but He told His devotees that His 
Mother Divine maintained a slight ego conscious- 
ness in Him even in that state. You have asked 
mo why God is not appearing as He used to do in 
olden days. Sri Ramakrishna had the experience 
of different aspects of Godhood during His life 
time even in this age* He declared that God 
can be seen and experienced by. all who earnestly 
strive to have such experiences* He has stated 
that the principle whom we call God can give us 
fealizations in the form and state as we conceive 
Him. He said that the formless power called 

God takes up the form as vapour is condensed as ‘ 

cloud or ice due to the action of cold; Devotion 
acts in God and brings Him to a manifested state 

as conceived by the consciousness of the devotee. ( 

It is the consciousness that is having all kinds of 
realizations. God does not exist in His own form ^ 
and He is existing as a power beyond our con- 
coption. That power is omniscient, omnipresent 
and omnipotent in character and it is all-per- 
vading indeed. It will not get angry if you do 
not accept it or worship it. It is your consoious- 
ness that is causing His appearance in any form. 

Hiranyakasipu really was afraid of God known 
as Narayana and he hated that God due to his 

fear. His fearful conception was the cause of the < 

manifestation of a terrible divinity who annihi* 


/ 
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lated him on the spot- In olden days human 
society believed in the existence of a personal 
God who used to protect the righteous and punish 
the demons and as a result we see a number of 
incarnations appearing in this world with super- 
human powers. Due to the development of 
material science such belief has no place in the 
society now. Inspite of destructive activities 
growing everywhere God is not coming in human 
form to protect mankind in these days. Buddha 
was denouncing God and He had no fear like 
Hiranyakasipu. He was not attacked by any 
superhuman manifestations. Sri Bamakrishna had 
faith in both personal and impersonal aspects of 
God and He got experiences to prove that God 
exists and Hefcan be experienced as we conceive 
of Him. From all these descriptions you can 
understand that God is sublime state of conscious- 
ness and i 3 capable of appearing^ in any form 
according to the need of the time and place as 
conceived by humanity at large. 

Disciple: — Do you mean to say Swamiji, 
that God will not exist if human beings do not 
believe Him? 

Swamiji:— 1 did not say so. God will exist 
as sublime principle as the basis ,of everything. 
It is that principle that is pervading everywhere 
and it is in the glory of that principle that all 
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developments take place in the cosmos. It is the 
conception of human consciousness that causes 
the existence of superhuman beings in the state 
of God cousciousness. That plane is ever vibrant 
with divine consciousness. Followers of different 
iaiths and religions experience different deities 
or personalities there as per their conceptions- 
In this age of material science men do not believe 
in a superhuman power called God. They may 
accept a cosmic state of consciousness if scientifi- 
cally explained- That state is known as vibrant 
state of spirit Divine according to Hindu concep- 
tion. 

Disciple: — If the conception of human 
consciousness is the cause of manifested state of 
God and if the conception is as per impressions 
gained by oxporionco, how could God-conscious- 
ness originate in the. consciousness of an unevol- 
ved man in the beginning. 

Swamiji:— I told you that there is no 
beginning for this cosmos- Anyway for the sake 
of understanding I may say that the premitivo 
man is not much more evolved than an animal. 
God-consciousness is not seen manifested in an 
animal. Similary in human society God-consci- 
ousness was not manifested in itspremitive stage- 
Divine agencies or angels appeared before one of 
them who was probably the best among them and 
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revealed divine knowledge suited to his nature 
and environmental conditions. As time rolled on 
the society with such conceptions of God and 
knowledge about God got further revelations till 
the society became evolved as we see now. These 
divine agencies and angels exist in eternity in the 
glory of the basic principle called Brahman. 

Disciple-- — God is said to be all-pervading. 

I do not understand why there is a distinct plane 
known as the plane of God -consciousness. It is 
said that personal Gods with forms exist there 
only. I desire to know about the state in that 
plane of existence. 

Swamiji: — God is certainly all-pervading. 
In the plane of God-consciousness or Vaikunta, 
there is a wonderful' vibration of God-conscious- 
ness due to sublime state of light as atoms of lire 
are most predominant in that state. Divine 
Spirit in that state gets manifested through the 
atomic power of fire, air and sky and that is the 
cause of such a vibration* Divine agencies or 
angels are individual souls who reside eternally 
in that plane just as human boings and other ani- 
mate objects of this plane of earth. Duo to cont- 
amination of water elements and earth elements 
all objects in these lower planes aro perishable. 
It is therefore clear that things of the lower planes 
are evanescent. Divinities residiu^ in the plane 
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of God— consciousness are parts and parcels of the 
divine state there and they are eternal. God in 
manifested state there exist in human personali- 
ties as conceived by followers ofdifferent faiths 
and religions. Devotees worship with faith and 
devotion and they got experience accordingly. 
God of Vaikunta is a personality with human 
touch and .the followers of different faiths and 


religions experience infinite joy in the presence of 
such divinities. Those deities hear our prayers 
and bless us with rewards. They are considered 
as personifications of love and affection and they 
give consolation and refuge to their followers It 
is from such a state of Godhood that incarnations 


take place to protect devotees of God* It is again 
from that state prophets appear in this world of. 
ours. That state is called the Kingdom of God 
by the followers of the religions of Christ and 
Mohammed Nabi. 


Disciple: — It is said that Sri Ramakrishna 
was hearing talks and getting guidance from His 
Mother Divine. Is it from the deity known as 
Mother Divine residing in this plane of God con- 
sciousness ? 
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Swamiji: — These deities do not go to any 
other plane of existence. They remain in the 
plane of God-consciousness in sublime divinity. 
It is generally divine agencies or angels wfro aj*c 
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to carry on the duties of the universe that give 
guidance and. even God-realizations. They can 
appear in the form of the deity whom the aspirant 
worships and give revelations. Ton know that 
an individualized state of God cannot run about 
to all His followers and devotees to give guidance 
and realizations. . It is not mere imagination that 
an earnest aspirant is getting realized in the state 
of Samadhi. Spiritual practices make the cons 
ciousness of the seeker after truth deified and in 
such consciousness these divinities appear in 
form of the deity whom he worshipped. Sri Kama- 
krishna worshipped the Cosmic Being as He used 
to say that my Mother is Brahman itself. His 
experience was from that cosmic state of oon»ci- 
' ousness known as Mother Divine. That wonder- 
ful state is all-pervading and no name or form 
exist in that state. Wherever and whenever there 
is a need that Cosmic Being manifests as a won- 
derful divinity for that particular purpose only- 
You have hoard about a wonderful manifestation 
that took place before celestia/ beings in celestial 
plane mentioned in one of the Upamsliads. Ilia 
manifestation took place before them to give 
revelations of divine knowledge. Similarly bn 
Ramakrishna was having the experience of Divine 
Mother from cosmic state of consciousness as 
there are no manifested forms existing in that 



plane! That plane being all-pervading consci- 
ousness it is full of divine glory and it is possible 
to have wonderful manifestations according to 
the need of the time. Sri Ramakrishna. was mani- 
fested from that state as per divine ordination 
and He lived on the plane of earth under the gui- 
dance of the Cosmic Being to achieve certain divine 
mission. His mission in life was to prove the 
existence of God, to show that He can he attained 
by following any path or religion with earnestness, 
to harmonise and to establish unity beyond all 
diversities -and to bring up harmony between 
soience and religion. 

[ '• '• Disciple: — What kind of meditation was 
| being followed by Him ? 

Swamiji: — He is a wonderful personality 
and His method of practice was also wonderful. 
Although He appeared to be a devotee of God, 
He was the follower of all paths* His devotion 
| was also combined with knowledge and in fact, 
that is an evolution in the path of devotion. Ho 
had practised the path of knowledge and also 
Raja Yoga (controlling the psyohic power). He 
was ever, engaged in the work of distributing spi- 
ritual knowledge as a Karma Yogi who is, to servo 
the society at large. His method of practice was 
meditation on the- cosmic state of consciousness 
; known as Mother Divine* 

19 
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Disciple:— T hat is certainly the highest raedi- g 
tation and I like to hear the process of that V 
meditation. 

Swamiji: — I have already told you about 
the meditation on the form of one’s chosen ideal 
in the midst of halo of light* That halo may be j 
expanded as a cosmic light and the form may be | 
made to disappear into that cosmic state of light L 
divine- Meditation on the cosmic state of light jL 
may be continued and that meditation can be L 
treated as the communion with Cosmic Being or E* 
Mother Divine. There are other methods of g 
practice leading to that kind of communion with 
the Cosmic Being. The space within the chest is 
considered to be very divine for spiritual practices.' 
That space may be perceived as wonderfully 
luminous. The meditator may concentrate and. 
meditate upon that wonderful luminosit} 7 within 
his own chest forgetting everything else in the 
universe and slowly sink into that sublime state 
of light divine- That meditation is also capable 
of leading the aspirant to cosmic state of divine, 
consciousness. Then there are others who medit- 
ate upon such a light either in the centfc in bet- j 
ween e} 7 e brows or in the plexus in the centre of 
the head or on the thousand petalled lotus over 
the head or on a globe of light as his own head. 
It is the consciousness of the meditator that- 
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conceives such a divine light as his mind or intel- 
lect will not be able to conceive that kind of sublim- 
ity and divine light. 1 have already told you that 
this kind of meditation is possible only after prac- 
tising concentration and meditation on an object 
with form. Cosmic expansion of the light of lightn- 
ing, infinite expansion of ether and such other 
objects of cosmic nature are also accepted as 
objects of meditation by some seekers after truth. 
As a result of these practices the seeker after truth 
will get an exalted state of consciousness and in 
that state his consciousness will attain supreme 
beatitude beyond concejjtion. That state is called 
the highest Samadhi. 

Disciple:— I have heard that the state of 
Samadhi is something like the stato in deep 
sleep. I desire to know if that is true. 

Swamiji: — The state of Sushupthi is not 
exactly the stato of Samadhi. In Sushupthi there 
is no existence of mind or intellect in an awakened 
state. In the state of Samadhi, mind and intellect 
do not exist manifested as active although the 
power of consciousness pervading in those centres 
and carrying on mental and intellectual activities 
exist awake in the form and state of the .object 
of meditation. When the object bocomos sublime 
divinity beyond the state . of consciousness the 
individual passes beyond all limitations and attains 
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of Brahman, the 


super-conscious experience 

Absolute. — r cQuid uo) . follow the explana- 

.sciousness and aUrae J mind u withdrawn 
objects. If the attenuu the con- 

from sense organs and from them obj ^ 

SlilS'.Srr— 

f fhJobiect of meditation or the chosen ideal at 

of the object oi m of earfc h at this 

th ‘ S h g can rcach onW a state within the sphere 

oflhe moonwhoissafdto he the deity having 

SZTSver mind. Mental pl*ne » called 
the sphere of the moon where elemental P°™ { 

t&ZX&STn'Si- - •“ 

force, mind, intellect and consciousness remar 
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in any of the planes of existence within thesphere 
of the moon. If the aspirant is capable of having 
very deep concentration, the meditation will oon r 
tinue without any mental modification during that 
period. The power of consciousness, which:, ac- 
tivated the mind will remain, in the form of theab- 
jectof meditation and the power of consciousness 
which activated the intellect may try to conceive 
the state of the object of meditation. As the 
chosen ideal is conceived as a personification of very 
divine qualities, the power of consciousness that 
activated the intellect beoomes full of divine con- 
sciousness. That state is called the state of God- 
consciousness. You know that the- sun is- the 
illuminator in this universe. The sun of kno wle ge 
is tho- illuminator of tho intellect. It is therefore 
stated in Hindu scriptures that the planes beyond 
the state of mind are intellectual and they are 
known as planes of existence within the sphere or 
the sun. The highest plane in the sphere of the 

sun is known as heaven among Christians! and 
Muslims and as Vaikunta-or Brabmaloka. among 
Hindus. This plane of God-consciousness isoaUed 

the Kingdom of God by aU followers of Go(l. 

By diving into very deep meditation, if one ns 
capable of remaining in the form and state o 0 
objeot of meditation, that aspirant oanbe satisfied 
that he has annihilated his- mind. When Impasses 
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away he will go to any of the planes within the ■ 
sphere of the sun according to the state of God- 
Consciousness that is in his experience. Now * 
you can be sure that the highest state of medi- g 
tation on the form of a chosen ideal is possible 
in the highest state of God-Consciousness. 

Disciple: — Now I have understood the l- 
science of meditation. It is the consciousness : 
alone that is getting subliraatod by diving deep ; 
into divine personalities or qualities- You have 
'told me that such a sublimated consciousness j 
alone will be able to conceive any object of con- . 
sciousness or of cosmio pervasion. '. I think that 
the centre of intellect becomes inactive when the 
seeker after trutk- sinks into ‘ communion with 
Cosmic Being or cosmic state of consciousness. 

Swamiji: — Yes, the centre constituted 
with elements of sky, air and fire and situated in 
the plexus of Ajna Chakra i 3 ^ the centre called 
intellect. That centre becomes inactive and the 
consciousness activated the power of/ intellect 
which was only a reflected state of tfie individ- 
ualized consciousness of the soul of man beoomes 
one with the centre of ‘I’ consciousness. That 
T consciousness is to meditate- upon the cosmio 
state of consciousness as I told you before. 


Disciple:— D o you mean to say that this 
*1* consciousness is getting entangled with every- 
thing in this -world ? This .‘I* consciousness .is 
similarly getting free from the bondages, of , the. 
world by spiritual practices .according to your 
descriptions. If it is so, the individualized state 
of the existence is the cause of all miseries. 

• ••... • • .,.i 

Swamiji: — Yes, the individuality is the cause 
of all miseries. Unity in diversity is the highest 
aim of all these practices. ,Thp unity means 
Spirit Divine and diversity is produced as a result 
of vibrations 'in the spirit. One who can go 
beyond all diversities attains beatitude or Brah- 
man. This Brahman is Spirit Divine beyond 
all vibrations. Brahman the Absolute or Spirit 
Divine is the sublime principle and it is existing 
in its own glory in eternity. It is needless to say 
that this ‘I* consciousness is manifested as a result 
of vibrations in the spirit.' This ‘I’ consciousness 
is the cause of all thait is mine. : ? All experiences 
are also centred around this individuality, i If- 
there is no individuality there will be no happiness 
or misery or any kind of experience You asked 
me if the stato of Sushupthi is the same state 
that one experiences in Samadhi. ' Both in the 
stato of Sushupthi and. in the stato of Samadhi 
there will be the same experience of bliss, un-. 
speakabie. Bub one who goes to the -state of:-. 
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1 52 . 

,, t • tendencies K’ SwAMiJi:— Yes, attainment of sublime state 

Sushupthi raay return with all is | 0 f bliss is the end and aim of all these practices, 

and knowledge while one w o goes o | Tn a]] nlanes of existence all experiences 

may return with divine knowledge, burnmg all 
tendencies in that fire of knowledge That divine 
teing becomes vibrant with divinity radiating 
divine knowledge always. In Sushupthi, mind, 
intellect and consciousness will be sunk into 
ignorance and the person may be f-e of miseries 


Jn all relative planes of existence all experiences 
iiare - evanescent. But in Spirit Divine the only 
experience is sublime beatitude and that ex- 
perience may be eternal. Such a state of attain- - 
iment is the goal of human life and that is gained . 
by. all these; practices. 

Disciple: — Buddha’s theory seems- to be 


ignorance ana vuo f g: Disciple:— .Buddha's theory seems -w uo 

and happiness. He will be in a state o 188 there is only a centre of consciousness as the 

while in sleep.. One who is in Samadtl1 & 80U i.- Q f man .- He says that the ' annihilation of 

that centre of consciousness is Nirvana or salvation. 


darkness while in sleep.. One 

may . remain in the state of glorious light of 


knowledge in a wakeful state of consciousness 
although his oonsoiousness does not pervade m 
any ofi the centers known as intellect, mind and 
senses. 1 That consciousness remains in wakeiu- 

ness of the light of divine knowledge.. But the 


It : seems that that view is correct as you also ■ 
■say that the annihilation, of T consciousness is 

I ) goal of all these practices. The only difference 
3 ee between your theory and the theory of 
rd T Buddha is that you conceive of a cosmic 
,te of consciousness while Lord Buddha says 
it there is nothingness beyond the individualized 
tte of consciousness. 1 That view is also corro- 
rated by your explanation about the state of 
irit Divine. 1 am 'puzzled to understand the 
iso underlying all 1 these theories. 

Swamiji: — It is indeed confusing to think 
ibout all these abstr.use theories. But* some- 
tow we have to find proper conclusions- for 
arying declarations made by different seers of 
tubh. They existed in different ages and they 
20 ~ ‘ • 


svave ui . . 

state of dream, wo pass through various expcrien 
ces in a sub -conscious state of mind while m the 
state of the highest type of trance we passthrough 

wonderful experiences in a super-conscious state. 

Disciple: — I want to know if the attain- 
ment of bliss as stated by you is the aim of all 

spiritual practioes. 
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got revelations according to the need of the time. 
You may ask now hearing my statement as to 
the cause of .varying revelations while there is 
another declaration that truth is truth in eternity. 
The only truth is that Brahman or the Spirit 
Divine exists in eternity. All other theories are 
changing according to the changed conditions and 
states of evolutions taking place in the conce- 
ptions in human consciousness. You know that • 
Brahman or spirit ia the essence of divine coscious- 
ness and it is indivisible basis of all other mani- 
fested states in the cosmos. Vcdanthins declare 
that the soul of man is existing as the ether 
contained in a pot while infinite expansion of 
ether is existing as inconceivable and indivisible. 
If the $ot is destroyed the ether in the pot is one 
with the cosmic ether. Similarly the soul of 
man shines through three kinds of bodies known 
as causal, astral •' and corporeal bodies. If all 
these mediums through which the spirit is seen 
reflected are destroyed by spiritual practices the 
individual soul becomes Brahman itself. This is 
the declaration of some section of Vedanthins. 
Some others say that the soiil bf man is a reflected 
state of Brahman as the one and the same sun is 
seen reflected in different water pots or different 
pools and lakes. This theory seems to be baseless 
as there is nothing existing outside Brahman as 
the medium for such a reflection. I have told 
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you that Spirit exists beyond all vibrations and 
the same Spirit becomes vibrant in a lower stage. 
Vibration produces infinite number of indi- 
vidualized centres of consciousness in the vibrant 
state of Spirit Divine. These centres exist in vib- 
rant state and all our practices are to get over this 
vibrating condition. I have madxe it clear that by 
withdrawing the power of consciousness from all 
our sense organs, mind intellect and also indivi- 
dualized centres of ‘I’ ness and having communion 
with cosmic pervasion of light divine the individual 
becomes cosmic. That is certainly vibrant state 
of Brahman. The soul of man may enjoy divine 
glory and beatitude in the experience of the 
state of Brahman at that stage, but there will bo 
the centre of ‘I* ness existing. If that centre is 
annihilated by super-conscious experience there 
will be the existence of Brahman the Absolute, 
free of all vibrations* It is needless to say that 
this Brahman is beyond the conception of all our 
powers of consciousness and beyond all manifested 
states of divinity. Lord Buddha might have 
expressed that state of Brahman «.s non -existing. 
Nirvana means the state, free of all’ vibrations. 

Disciple: — With all these explanations I 
could not understand what the soul of man is. 
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Swamiji: — The soul of man is the indivi- ^ 

dualized oentre of *1* consciousness. In the 
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inQnitoexisteiioo of Spirit, there appsar .centres* ' DiaCir^-Swamiji, there rare... .eert^ra - 
T consciousness in the glory of the Cosmio,Beingp:'fO tloos called Y.pgio, systems .of .practices.. Aro.ihey 
who is ever in vibrant state. . By spiritual- .pram .also leading, theypoul of.jnan to the.flame.PtateiOf 
otioes one can reach either the vibrant state -beatitude? ,,, " •'>'■ 10 ^ 0 * 

Spirit Divine or. the Spirit beyond vibrations,®^ •. ._ ! • • 

One is beatitude while the other is beyond eiprejk-;- t SwAMiji:-Yes Ypg.c practices ar^ed 

' «“® attainment of K alv alya which state is - the 

. , r ’ _ fo I? :-:highest Brahman. Yoga means union of'the in- 

Disciple; I shudder to think « ^.dividual with- the Cosmic Being. - There are.preli- 
beyond all expressions, si no ^ minaries such as controlling the '^internal *and'ex- 

• a state where there is peace an ea . . ^.fceraal activities of ithe mind and __organs>vcontrol- 

Swamiji*— Yes, generally human beings | ling the vital -force. jt>y.. controlling r.the , functions 
attain that state of beatitude and enjoy bliss in jg .of breath* gaining control over the' posture, tb.'sit 

• eternity. : No one wants to go beyond that state ^ in meditation', and; (withdrawing -the': mind f. from 

where eternal beatitude reigns. ' ? ?r:8ense’ organs and .their Jobjects*' r -Thomnoneinmay 

Disciple:— I do not get convinced, that t H go on with concentrated -meditation-; tillTOUQi goes 
there will be the reign of beatitude in the spirit | into .Samadbi. i Thereds a>path knowmasiKnnda- 
that is in vibrant state.. My impression is* that lini Yoga amongTYogis. .1 That path is touawaken 
the spirit beyond vibrations is sublime divinity f; S wonderful power dying -«coiled*up in., the ^plexus 
aiid supreme beatitude.' ' . ‘ on ; the triangular ; base in front '6r,tho.anus H at,.the 

• ■ Swamiji: — Y ou . cannot s W .that there, i |.,rppt of Meru^landa or spinal cord, ; 5 By. regulated 
divinity or beatitude in .that state:, of. the. .spirit. P, - Breathing in.. .keeping the: breath, ;in,or,i0.u^and 
That state of spirit is beyond all experience! i* , , breathing out through: certain channels5.0ftyj.tal 
and limitations. Vibration in spirit brihgs:.out .-force known as 'Ida and Pingala! in occult language 
enlightenment and that enlightened state is beati- j; ,.- and sending ;up.the.ooiled; v up power knowmKas 
tude. The individual soul wishes to enjoy sub- i r rKundalini lying ,as stated above: by will poweriof 
lime divinity and beatitude and that goal is attai* ' : .the Yogi, the Yogi, experiences wonderful- spiritual 
ned through higher spiritual practices. .. Nobody .-attainments. and; gains spiritual? knowledge.JeiHis 
wants to go beyond that State of experience, j power.of mind. increases >andi the >modificationsnn 
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tho mind and intellect become controlled and he 
becomes capable of sinking into very deep modi- 
tation. Such a Yogi fixes his mind «m < “V 
of meditation making it a symbol of the. highest 
divinity and realizes the highest beatitude in 
super-conscious experience known as Samadhi- 

Discing- There is a method of Yoga 
known as Hatayoga- Is it not also a method of 
spiritual practice? 

Swamiji: — N o, it is only a kind of practice 
to keep the body healthy and strong. 

Disciple:— I have heard that there is a 
course of practice among the followers of the path 
of knowledge to ajtialyse the entity known as a 
human being to find out who he is. Will youkindly 
explain the course of that practice also? 

Swamiji: — Generally human beings are 
having conceptions that they are t eir o les. 
Body is made of fivekinds of quintupled elements. 
Gross body is called the sheath of f° od ' 

maya Kosha) in Vedanthic language. All that 
we see in this universe are made up of .these quin- 
. tupled elements only. Bodie. made of elements 
are indeed changing every moment and are tr.a - 
ed as perishables. Souls canuot be changing and 
they 3 cannot be treated as perishables. The seeker 
■ after truth takes up his body to discriminate an d 
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find out ifi the entity called T is the body. He 
finds that the body is passing through various 
changes till it is perished while the ‘1* conscious- 
ness is unchanging and imperishable as far as he 
knows. Finding that the body iB changing and .. • 
perishing, he rejects the body and takes up one by 
one all the other inner sheaths. Thesheath of vital 
force, the sheath of the mind, the sheath of intel- 
lect and the sheath of consciousness are similarly 
rejected as they are changing. • At last he finds 
that he is the sublime principle called Brahman 
and he sinks into deep meditation . on the state of . • 
Brahman. .. Brahman the . Absolute is all-perva* •• 
ding principle and it is Existence. Knowledge and 
Bliss Absolute. The seeker after. truth tries to me- 
ditate upon such a state of Brahman and attains . 
enlightenment that he is Brahman. This kind 
of ‘ negation is one of the methods followed 
by the followers of the path of knowledge. There 
is another method of positive conception as desc- 
ribed about the meditation on cosmic pervasion. 
That is a better method to attain super-oonsoious-. 
experience of supreme knowledge and sublime 
divinity. There is possiblity of attaining that- 
state, of experience by following another method 
known, as. Anandananda Vidys in ancient days. 
By fixing all attention of the consciousness in one 
point either on the plexus of Ajna Chakra or on • 
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the lotus of Sahasrara, all 
power of consciousness are 


modifications of the 
annihilated. By 




£ a W the consciousness still one attains supr ? ' 

emc Beatitude. In this exalted experience there 

is a chance of the existence of a vague J consci- 
ousness as the centre of meditation will he a point, 
only- Brahman is alt-pervading. expansion and 

that, is the highest state* • 

Disciple:— Karina Yoga is a path leading, 
the soul of man to higher "regions of spirit- Then 
there are Vedio Karmas capable of leading human 
souls to the Plane of God-consciousness.' Will 
you kindly ' explain about those Karmas and 

their effects fclso ? 


SWAMur—Vedic Karmas produce certain j 

and those powers are capable of leading the } g 


requires purification of his mind and intellect by 
doing unattached actions while the follower of. 
he path of devotion requires purification of his 
mind and intellect by serving .God through the. r 
services of human beings. It is needless to say, 
hat the occult practice known as Rajayoga re- 
quires prestine purity for the individual as a whole* 
This method of Karmayoga is needed for the foll- 
owers of all other paths as it is purifying* f 

Disciple: — Self-surrender is said to be. a’, 
bourse of practice to attain God-realization* 
iThere is another method of self negation, it seems., v 
Are they also methods of practices leading human •• 
fouls to higher regions of spirit ? T : . 

SwamIji: — Yes* they are also practices lead- '• 
the soul of man to a higher state of experience. 


powers ana tt R to the -pelf surrender is a devotional practice common in . 

Bonlof man who perform ed those : to * 111 faiths and religions. Yon know that, Sri Rama, 

plane known as Brahmaloka. The followers of Vedio 

ICarmas do not believe in the existence of a personal 
God- They attain the plane of God-consciousness 
and remain there in a state of divine joy till the 
effect of those Karmas keep them there. Karma 
Yoga is a step necessary to purify the mind and 
intellect of any aspirant following any path or faith. 

SeeingGod in every living being is the end and aim 
of the path of devotion. Path of knowledge declares 
that all that we see and know.are nothing hut 
Brahman. The follower of the path of knowledge 


faiths and religions. You know that Sri Rama- 
krishna was following that path during His life- 
time. He used to ask His Mother Divine for all 
hat He wanted and used to get answers. His 
urrender was so complete that Mother Divine 
ook charge of His life and guided Him in every- 
day. That kind of faith and self resignation may 
.ot be possible for all. Christianity is built upon 
gch a faith and resignation. Mohammedanism 
Iso is having that kind of faith and resignation, 
pinduism accepts that path as a devotionaRprac- 
21 
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mth a of d f 1 that f iS rea " y ‘ he highest 'P ractice ^ the 
path of devotion. Self-negation is the result of 
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■C ’ ‘ Swamiji:: — I told you that there is the need 
'hf proper learning and understanding about one’s 
•own 'chosen ideal before beginning mediation. ’‘It 
1! i8 not imagination that, we get realized. It is our 
-knowledge after proper contemplation and ■medita. 
ntion that we get realized. • You know ' that '-you 
^cannot become God of the universe if you ima- 
ugine such a God and meditate upon*- Him. 6 God 
.oof the universe is having the power of creation 
I preservation and i destruction and 1 He is exisfc-^ 
f i n g • in sublime glory in • the - Kingdom of God. 
hit - is not 1 an office 'attainable by* - human- souls* 

1 'No human soul can attain that stateof power and 
.glory. It is the glory of the Cosmic Being .that 
r exists in the Kingdom of God. This Kingdom of 
..God is cosmic state of consciousness and -the Cos- 
mic Being is the God of the universe. • ( 

: Disciple: It is stated in Hindu scriptures 
»that .there are i three v aspects of Godhood -vas 
.Brahma, Vishnu and-Maheswara existing in the 
state of God-consciousness. I do not understand 
■your description that ; the cosmic state of con- 
sciousness is the Kingdom of . God. Followers, rpf 
. otii er roligions also speak of- the Kingdom of . God 
. and they call it Heaven where supreme beatitude 
' reigns. I understand from your descriptions that 
their Heavan is the same state of God-conscious- 
" ness or Vaikunta mentioned by you. Now I am 

in a confused state to understand these varying 
^Statements* . • • .;y° 
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Swamiji:— K ingdom of God mentioned by ||: 
other religions is the same state of God-conscious- 
ness, as they speak of. a God whom they follow. ** 
I spoke of a cosmic Godhood beyond all such 
differentiations. Hindus believed in a personi- 
fied state of Godhood as residing in the plane of 
God-consciousness while others do not accept 
such a God with form- They conceive of God as 
a personality with all powers and glory, but the 
Son of God or the Prophet is His only manifested 
. representative according to their faith. It is 
needless to say that those who reach the plane of 
God-consciouness by following those relgions will 
have to reach a state where those manifested re- 
presentatives reign over their followers. They too 

• believe that^God exists in an unmanifestcd state 
of oxistoncoj as thoy considor that God is un- 

• known and unknowable by the soul of man 
Souls of men enjoy divine glory in the state 

. of God-consciousness as a result of their pious 
and God-fearing lives sublimated by devo 
tion, self dedication and obedience in carrying on 
the commandments of God. But Hindus believe 
that God exists in a higher state known as Chin 
mandala or cosmic state of consciousness and that 
is the Spirit Divine in vibrant state known as 
Saguna Brahman- That Cosmic Being is the 
Ordaining Power and my descriptions are about 
that state of Godhood. That is really : God 
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although human souls can have experiences of 
divinity and divine glory in the plane of God- 
consciouness. In the glory of God, wonderful ! 
divine personalities exist in the plane of God- 
consciouness to bless and guide devotees. There 
is a vibration ' of exalted state of joy in that 
plane of God-consciousness and that is the goal of 
all devotees. Human beings cannot become Gods 
of the plane of God-conseiousness inspite of their 
conceptions and meditations. They may eujoy 
the presence of such a God and be in sublime 
state of joy in. that state of consciousness. Now 
you have understood that it is not mere imagi- 
nation that we get realized as a result of spiritual 
practices. 


;.’i> i • : ^ 
•;Wr.r; 
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GOAL OF DIFFERENT RELIGIONS 


Disciple. — Sri ! Ramakrishna ..used to ...say 
that different religions are paths - leading to. the 
same goal. If there is difference in -the -concep- 
tions about the state and glory of God how can 
they attain one and the same God by following 
different paths ? 

Swamiji: — He practised different religions 
and found that the ultimate goal of all of them 
• were one and the same. His conception about 
God was of a cosmic nature- You know .that He 
was manifested from the state of CoBmic Being 
although He declared that the divinity : that 
appeared in the form of Rama and later on as 
Krishna was this Ramakrishna, at the close of 
His life. It is stated in Hindu scriptures that 
Lord Rama was an incarnation of Vishnu who is. 
the presiding deity of Vaikunta and the protect- 
ing power of this universe. Krishna was another 
manifestation of the same divinity with fully 
manifested glory of the Lord according to Hindu 
conception. Sri Ramakrishna manifested wonder- 
ful divinity through His life, but He was not 
having super-human power manifested in any 
way. Generally incarnations are said to be 
having such wonderful power as their glory and 
it is said that there are ten incarnations of Vishnu 
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although' one is > yet- to come with such powers 
and glories. • I am 1 not going to discuss about the 
historicity of these manifestations as most of them 
were ; of pre-historic adventures. 1 1 Human society ' 
has^evolved much and • I ' told 1 you- that - divine-*" 
manifestations also are having similar evolutions 
in 'them. Lord Krishna appeared with wonder- 
ful power and glory- Lord Buddha who is consi* 
dered as the ninth incarnation of Vishnu by - the 
-followers of Hinduism in the north, was having v a * 
i: different kind of ‘evolution introduced in the so- 1 
ciety. Lord Christ and Prophet Mohammed \NabL 
: are. also special manifestations^ of God who pro- 
■' tects this universe although Hindus do not ‘accept • 
f them. You know: that 1 the protecting power* of *'■ 
r the universe cannot be treated as Hindu or-Hindu 
l God only. He is God for all and that power mani- 
|fests as Lord Christ and Mohammed Nabi to lead ' 
land guide human (society towards (righteousness-.' 
i These manifestations were also to show the society-' 
| enlightened and evolved faith and religions suited- 
if to .-the -time and place. Hindus as a wholejjdo not 
■1 accept Sri Ramakrishna as an incarnation -of God." 
J. He is called a Pararaahamsa meaning that He is" 
* existing -in a state -where He can • see divinity • 

1 • j :[‘.U 'I' • 

l alone- 


j ... Disciple: — Do. you mean to say* ; that: He ( 
! is not an -incarnation of God 
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Swamiji: — I do not make Him an inoar. 1 :^ 

nation of God, but I say that He stands much | 
above an incarnation. . You know that He 
self declared that He is from that cosmic state ot% 
light divine; That is the most high state of divisig 
nity that illumines the whole universe. You see ; | 
now that His:, teachings are being followed by^ 
different peoples and nations without the distm-f| 
ction of caste, oreed or oolour. ’• His advent was $ 
to vitalise all religions and to spread the message 
of harmony between different religions and faiths. 

He lived as a spiritual laboratory testing all faiths] 
and religions and proving the existence of God in 
all His manifested states and glories. This is an 
a ge of material science and His advent was for 
harmonizing between material science and spiri- 
tual science also.* But He manifested Himself as 
a laboratory, leaving to His foremost disciple 
Swami Vivekananda to draw conclusions and to 
proclaim boforo the world that there is harmony 
between material science and spiritual soienceo 
The Great Swamiji made the proclamation before 
this world and is giving out details in a wonderful 
manner as ordained by the Lord. If He had 
attempted to do this work while in a hupian body 
he would not have received so much revelations 
from divinities about whom we have mentioned 
in this treatise. That may be the cause of this 
wonderful divine ordination. Anyway dncama-W 
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the, highest communion or meditation alone will 
®give realization and that practice may be done 
with highly evolved conception about God. 
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HARMONV BETWEEN MATERIAL SCIENCE' 

AND RELIGION % 

Disciple: — Modern science does not find the; 
need of a God for the processing in the develop., 
ment of this cosmos and all powers working in it.: 
They believe whatever they can prove by analyzing 
in the science laboratory and so far> they have 
not found out any substance called spirit by their 
researches. Do you think Swamiji, that there 
will be a time when they will discover .that there 
is the existence of something called spirit. 

Swamiji: — I do not think that scientific 
researches can discover a substance called spirit. ( 
They have already reached oneness as a result of 
their researches and that one substance is said to 
be the cauS 5 e of all that we see and know. If you 
take up any gross object and got it analysed in 
the laboratory, you will find that it is made up of 
atoms only. If you go on analysing further, you 
will find that those atoms are developed from 
elemental powers manifested from their source of 
vibrant state of electrons and protons. Further 
researches will find that the source of electrons 
and protons or of everything in this universe is only 
one substance known as neutron* That substance 
is a mass of matter and that, is the origin of 
everything material. I do not think that material 
science can go bo von d ‘‘his oneness of matter. 
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Spirit is not a substance to be found by .analysing 
matter, as it is beyond the reaoh of human con- 
sciousness. It is to be experienced by the; indi- 
vidual soul in super-conscious state* called 
Samadhi. This Samadhi is the result of concent- 
rated meditation on a cosmic pervasion 'df- light 
divine. Cosmic state of conglomeration of light of 
lightning having continuity for a long time is one 
of the methods known as Brahmanda Vidyut Vila- 
sa (cosmic light of lightning) meditation. Similarly 
a condensed mass of the light of lightning wonder- 
fully glittering in cosmic pervasion can be, medi- 
tated upon as a higher practice. The former 
method requires modifications in the consciousness . 
as the meditator will have to conceive lightning 
lines in and through cosmic pervasion of light in 
quick succession. The latter practice will make 
the consciousness expanded a8 a Cosmic Being 
and by keeping the consciousness in that^tate for 
long, there will be a wonderful serenity and still- 
ness experienced. That stillness is the /sstato of 
Spirit Divine. ' By Divine grace, the meditator 
will be lifted to a super-conscious state of existence 
beyond all limitations of time, space and causation 

and also all differentiations. By withdrawing the 
power of consciousness from the centres of sense 

organs, mind and intellect and expanding that 
power of consciousness into cosmic pervasion, ono 
cun attain cosinio state of consciousness , and in 
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that state only one will be able to realize the 
sublime principle called Spirit. 

Disciple:— I f that is so, what is the possi- 
bility of proving the existence of spirit as the 
basis of matter which is the substance with which 
the cosmos is made of ? 

Swamiji: — Oneness of matter is proved by 
scientists as they declare that neutron is the mass 
of substance from which electrons and protons 
appear in vibrant state. These electrons and 
protons are of cosmic nature as they are all- 
pervading. Due to vibrations in them, a wonder- 
ful light resembling the light of lightening is 
manifested in that state. That 1 cosmic light is 
the state of cosmic consciousness. 

Disciple: — You told mo that Spirit Divine 
is tho essence of consciousness. Now you say 
that the cosmic state of wonderful light resembling 
the light of lightning is the state of cosmic consci- 
ousness. I could not understand your explanation 
at all. 

Swamiji: — Yes> there was something more to 
be explained. Tho spirit that is existing in cosmic 
pervasion in stillness of sublime and unmanifested 
beatitude gets vibrated by its own will and that 
vibration produces the substance called ueutroq* 
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Disciple: — How is it Swamiji, the spirit in 
vibrant state is becoming a substance which is 
not in vibration ? 

Swamiji: — You know that electric, energy is 
generated from the etherrous atmosphere due to 
terrible momentum of the wonderful machinery 
in motion and that current, appears as steady 
lights through proper mediums. The same, current 
is used for boiling water and also for cooling water 
and getting condensed as ice. This kind of incon- 
sistency will be found in the development during 
the'course'of evolutions in the universe. I told you 
that there are nails and hairs in the human body 
and horns in the animal bodies developed as inert 
matter while the body of animate beings are 
having some kind of consciousness. Similarly in 
the vibrant state of Spirit Divine an inert sub- 
stance called neutron is manifested in the glory 
of the same spirit. Vibrant state of spirit is per- 
vading that mass of matter and as a result that 
matter is also getting vibrated as . two kinds . of 
mass ofsubstances known as electrons and protons. 
Various powers are manifested from that state of 
electronic plane and all those powers are also in 
vibrant states. Individualized states of Gods, 
divinities or angels and souls of living beings are 
manifested from this state of Cosmic Being who' 
is known as Saguna Brahman or Mother Divine 
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among Hindus. This state may be called cosmic 
state of consciousness according to western philo- 
sophy. Elemental powers are also developed 
from this state of electronic plane and due to the 
vibrations in those powerR atoms and e+orn’o 
energies are also developed in lower staees. Tf^qp 
atoms are also in vibrant states and as a result, of 
these vibrations thov appear as gross elements of 
ouintupled nature Thev are also vibrating etern-' 
allv and these vibrations produce gross objects 
and corporeal bodies of everything in this cosmos. 

Ptsciplfs — Now I see that Lord Buddha, 
sage Kapil* and others are right in their declara- 
tion that there is np God existing. You describe 
that everything in the cosmos is developed as a 
result of vibrations in every stage. I do not know 
if Hindu philosophers agree with this view of 
modern science. Anyway I do not find the need 
of a God or a Cosmic Being for the developments 
and evolutions in this cosmos according to your 
statement. 

Swamiji: — I have described all these to' prove 
that the views of modern science and the views 
of ancient sages who followed occult methods to 



find out spiritual truths are almost the same and 
their findings tally as far as I can see. Ancient 
sages spoke of Brahman as the highest state. of 
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divinity and tho basis of all theso visible and 
invisible universes. That Brahman is beyond all 
vibrations. By its own will it becomes vibrating 
and that stage where vibration originates is called 
Para Siva by tho followers of Mother Divine. 
Vibrations in that state of Para Siva brings up a 
power divine called Parasakthi whiclris really the 
state where spirit and matter is in union. This 
state is called Sivasakthi union by them. Moola- 
prakrithi is the name given to the material power 
of this union which is the source of everything 
material. They say that this Parasakthi is appear- 
ing further, developing as Chitsakthi with full 
powers and glory as manifested divinity and that 
state is Jojown as Vidyunmandala or the plane of 
wondorful light of lightning. This state is called 
the state of the Mother of the universe. It is 
from this state that all. Gods and Goddesses are 
manifested as stated above. You know that 
various developments are taking place in this 
cosmos in the way of evolution. In a science 
laboratory scientists carry on processing for any 
kind of development to be made spending large 
amount of money and human power. In the 
cosmic laboratory such developments of oosmio 
nature are taking place without any human 
attempt. This invisible or ununderstandable. 
spirit in vibrant state is causing all. these develop- 
merits. This spirit is all-pervading in and through 
23 
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all material objects causing different kinds of 
vibrations in different stages resulting wonderful 
manifestations -of animate and inanimate objects. 
This vibrant state of Spirit Divine is the Cosmic 
Doing or God. Brahman the Absolute is beyond 
that stale and it is inconceivable and inexpres- 
sible. •• ; . ••• . % • 

Disciple:. — This spirit is all-pervading and it 
cannot bo treated as a cosmic entity having a 
personality. This spirit does not appear to be a 
power having creating, preserving and destructing 
powers. } Is there no God to control the affairs of > 
the universe ? . 

* Swamiji: — Yes, f this Cosmic Being is control- 
iling the affairs of the cosmic evolution and the 
divine powers manifested from Mother Divine are 
to conduct cosmic business according to inspirat- 
ons rec eived from cosmic slate of consciousness. 

1 have already told you that a power called Moo- 
laprakrithi is developed from Para Sakthi and 
that power appears as Vidyunmandala or the. 
plane of the light of lightning. That plane is ihe 
manifested state of consciousness. This conscio- 
usness' is all-pervading and as such it is all-know- 
ing. Divine Powers get inspiration from this 
cosmic state of consciousness as they are parts 
and parcels of the same Cosmic Being. Elemental 
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powers known as Thanmathras- in Vedahthic 
language are manifested from this vibrant state 
known as Saguna Brahman. Vedanlha does .not 
speak of a Para Sakthi or Chit Sakthi aiid ^they 
call the vibrant state of Spirit Divine as Saguria. 
Brahman. Thanmathras are manifested -from 
Saguna Brahman and they develop as pur6 ele- 
ments of five kinds. They again dovelopas gross 
elements and these different elements constitute 
visible and invisible universes.’" Manifestation,’ 
preservation and annihilation go on, as directed 
by the Cosmic Being who is called God:''”Spmt 
Divine is all-pervading divinity. 1 -• t ’‘ '* J ""‘ ' 

Disciple: — Your, description gives the-idea 
that spirit in vibrant stale dovolops as ncutrdn- 
and that substance develops • as electrons^-and- 
protons. Elemental powers are developed '’from 
the state of electrons and 1 protons and : fine ;; ele- 
ments are developed from them. Gross -ele merits 
are also developed from fine elements and 'thc- 
wliole universe is constituted with these elements,. 
Material science does not mention a’Spifit Divine, • 
but other details are more or less the same.' ‘ ! That 
/science does not mention about any spirit :• or 
divinity to permeate in the matter to bring out 
these developments. Is there any possibility /pi: 
harmonising between soience and religion? 7 ' * 
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Swamiji: — Both matorial science and spiri- 
tual science aim at a state full of beatitude. By 
controlling different powers working in this exte- 
rnal universe and by converting all those powers 
in a way to yield maximum happiness to human 
beings, scientists are aiming at the attainment of 
beatitude in this plane of earth while the occultist 
is trying to control and conquer the occult powers 
working in this universe and to go beyond the 
state of miseries of death and birth. Both are 
working with one and the same motive although 
the path followed by each is different. You know 
that everything in this universe > to the point of 
an atom, is in a vibrant state. This vibration is 
the cause of death, birth, happiness, misery and 
such other experiences. If one can go beyond and 
reach a state j)eyond all vibrations, that one can 
attain the state of beatitude. Due to this vibrat- 
ion all states and objects in this universe are con- 
stantly changing. This universe is called Magath’ 
meaning that which is constantly changing. If 
we search for perpetual peace and beatitude in 
this changing universe by studying, analysing 
and discovering any kind of substance or powers 
we may not succeed in getting lasting solution for 
auy of our problems here- It is true that we may 
get more and more happiness from this external 
universe by scientific researches and attainments, 
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but to have porpobua-l happiness and enlighten- 
ment, we have to withdraw our attention from all 
that is material and try to gam intuitive knowle- 
dge through occult practices. You have asked 
me if there is any possibility of having some kind 
of harmony between science and religion. You 
found that both these sciences tally in their con- 
clusions about the developments in this material 
universe. You have known that there is unity in 
the conception of the goal to be attained a^ both 
aro searching for pcaco and boatitudo. Intuitive 
knowledge through occult practices may be accep- 
ted as the only course for attaining beatitudet. 
Scientists also can gain that state of bcatitudo 
without denouncing any conclusions of material 
science aB you see that the discoveries of that 
science tally with the declarations of those whs 
were adopts in occult science. 

Disciple:— Swamiji, you said that the spirio 
is not to be discovered by scientific researche- 
and that tho practices of occult science are some 
kind of communion with God or Spirit Divine- 
Without having some kind of conviction ♦hat. there 
is the existence of a principle called spirit, there is 
no possibility of making any trial in the practice 
of occult science. Will you kindly find a way out 
to have some sort of conviction that there is some 
kind of existence beyond matter. 
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and that is Mother Divine. Saguna Brahman or 
Mother Divine is the ordaining and controlling 
power in this cosmos. Gods and Goddesses of 
manifested. states and forms are glories of this 
Power Divine and they, exist in a lower stage, 
may be difficult for a scientist of the modern age 
to accept these manifested states and forms o 
God as they appear through material powers only; 
But, he can accept a cosmic state of consciousness 
It pervades and controls developments and 
evolutions in an orderly manner throughout this 
cosmos. ThiB cosmic state of consciousne 
known as Power Divine or Cosmic Being or Sagu- 
na Brahman according to occult science I told 
you that all attempts of researches m all . dv 
lions are aimed for the attainment of sublime 
beatitude. Matorial science is also making resear- 
ches with this aim- The knowledge of a scientist 
about the wonderful developments and evolutions 
of powers in this cosmos must give him a glimpse 
of the glory of the Cosmic Being and he will be a 
better person to dive deep into meditation on such 
a Divine Power known as God, Spirit, Bra ma 

or cosmic consciousness 

Disciple:— G od is supposed to be existing in. 
the plane of God-consciousness. Material science; 
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may not accept the existence of sacli a God in a 
manifested form- 

Swamiji: — These wonderful developments 
and evolutions taking place in this cosmos every 
moment are well known to all scientists and as 
such they are better equipped with secret scienti- 
fic knowledge about evolution theory- Unmani- 
fested spirit evolves as manifested state of power 
divine iri vibrant state of electronic plane and 
the same spirit manifests as Gods and GodeBses in 
the state of God-consciousness where there are 
manifested states of atoms of different kinds per- 
vading. You know that the same spirit is shin- 
ing through atomic plane of our earth as the sou] 
of man with human personality and human feel- 
ings as we experience during our life time. Most 
divine plane of existence in atomic state is the 
plane of God-consciousness. Divine manifestations 
from the most wonderful Power Divine exist in 
that state of God -consciousness as wonderfully 
evolved divine beings and they are called Gods. 
You can imagine that there will be all aspirable 
noble and divine qualities shining in them. These 
Gods are being worshipped by followers of 
different faiths and religions conceiving them 
according to the development and evolution of 
their consciousness. It is needless to say that 
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those votaries of different Gods enjoy divine 
g ory and grace from the Lord whom they wor. 

.ship, If there is no -knowledge about.,. scientific 1 . 
secrets, there is the chance of having superstitious 
anr ego ted beliefs just as the primitive men had, •' j 
and scientific knowledge helps a religious-minded : 
man to have highly evolved, conceptions.- about ■ 
the state of Godhood of the plane oT '.God-con. • ; 

Bciopsncss. The stale of Cosmic Being is beyond .V. 
a differentiations, well-understandable to all 
scien ists. I think that scientists also 'can acoept 
personal God as the object of their .worship and 
meditation. They may find it easy to have con- * 
centrated meditation on their chosen ideal in the.'* ; 
beginning and slowly they ■ may be able; to. lift ■ ; 

their conception to the cosmic state, of Godhood^ 

.by making the form disappear inlo.a state of- '- 
cosmic light. 

I .5 ' * ..*• . x :*•' •** •• *• 

.. . »• 

* ’• '■ • U ... •*.*? ft* • • •* 

Di ciPLE: All these descriptions- , sq far - do • 
not give mc Um conviction that a scientist will ' 
undersiand and accept the existence of .something 
beyond matter. Unless they accept the' '"existence l 

■ of something beyond matter, there is 'no...possi- \ 

■ bility to have a spiritual renaissance;' 

* ... *• 

Swamiji: I cannot make the existence of j 

something beyond matter revealed before,you if, . . 
you are not prepared to follow any of the practi-’ * 

24 
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ces described by mo* Spiritual experiences are to 
be gained by the consciousness of 'the practitioner 
in the state of God-Consciousness: Higher' ex- 
periences are attainable in super-conscious state r 
only. Occult practices alone will give ns realize;- 1 " 
tions in spiritual science. My descriptions are 
capable of giving knowledge and a sincere seeker 
after truth can understand that a wonderful powtfr 
is pervading in the cosmos in whose glory all thetee" 
developments and wonderful evolutions take'place; 
Most sublime and uriunderstandable Power Divine ’ 
who ordains ; these developments is conceived as"" 
Spirit Divine in vibrant' state.'’ Brahman"' the 1 ' 
Absolute or sublime state of Spirit is beyotid' all' 
vibrations.' These' mysterious- developments and 
evolutions- takirig place' before ’us prove' the exis'- v 
tence of something ununderstandable, activating' • 
different powers in different stages in different 
orders; That’ ''something is :, the 1 'substratum .'of 
everything and ‘that !: is 'knoWrl' as "• ; God, , * ! Lord,' 
AllahV ’Brahman mr 'Spirit Divine."* 

Disciple:— Swamijij can you not show some - 
proof for the existence of the wonderful power 
called Spirit? 

Sw’XklJi:— Yes, all these 'animate and inanb 
mate i mahifest5Ction8 , 'are certainly proving the 
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existence of something beyond our conception. 

■ Different species of lives are seen before us in the 

glor} T of that power. A man is seen living with 4 . 

various capacities and powers. In a moment he ' • 

■ is disappearing behind somo screen, and , othets 
say that he is dead- A wonderful change takes 
place and as a result of that change .even the 
gross body of that man begins to rot. The soul 
of man is said to be the glory of the entity knov\n 

,, as. Spirit Divine. ,,As long .as- the soul was. existing 
:. ; in the body, the man. was treated as alive, and his 
body, was treated as animate and living. ‘As soon f 

^.aa the soul leaves the body, =:.rigor-morti8 sets -in 
.and the body. Jpegins.-, decomposing- It .was ^the ( 

soul that was shinpig in . the. body as a.^rpan and ( 

.that soul left him at the time, of .death. , js.it not 
, a proof to show that, something invisible., .and.. un- 
understandable. is existing as. Spirit Divpe. 

Disciple: — iPersonal Gods shining in the plane 
, of .Gpd -consciousness are. probably individualized 
- .State of .the, cosmio soul. ■* Human souls -are also 
individualized from the. Boul of.that Cosmic Being. I 

I want to knpw if there is, any difference., between 
them? ' " ‘ f ! 

Swamiji: — Personal Gods are. not, individuali- 
zed souls from the cosmic soul. They are mani- '” f - 

•.Hestations as -personalities from the state of- God- 
copsciousness. .The spirit pervading in -the plane 
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of Cjod-cosoiousness is the same spirit. that shinc-s -TO 
in the cosmic. state of consciousness, but due to . Jp 
the development of atomic condition m that P^ne- 
of existence, the glory of the spirit also is mam- | 
fested .wonderfully in' that state. Personal- Gods g 
appear in that slate of God-consoiousnesss U • . 
glory of that : wonderful stale. They are not mdi. • [ 
vidualized beings as human beings. - y | 

Discll’LE: — It is believed that incarnations of; 
God appear in this world from the personal G ? d 
known as Vishnu. ' If there is no existence of a, 
personal God as Vishnu, how is it possible to treat., 
these incarnations asmianifestations from Vi*hnn.t ( , 
SwAMiJii-Godhood of Vaikunta (plane of, 
God-consciousness) is one and one only- Mani- 
fested stales of personalities are mere glories ot , 

that divinity. It is that divinity that 

incarnations iii" this world. The plane of God- 

consciousness is' the state of power that protect 8 
. this universe tod as such, devotees treat all mcar. ... 
■nations as manifestations of that power. 

' Disciple: — 1 desire to know-if tliere is any 

difference betweep cosmic Gpdhood and the Go 

hood of the plane. of. ; Vaikunta- . 

SwiMUii^-Yes, there is difference in thPir 
manifested states of existence. Vaikunta is a 
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■ plane where atomic energy vibrates Light- 
waves giving: the experience of sight pervade in 
.that plane.--' Gods and 'human souls are having ' 
..shining: forms in; that: plane and- therefore it is a * 

, plane of .differentiation: .nGesinid: Gcdhood; exists • 
in the cosmic state of-consoiousness shining through- 
the most .wonderful olecfric power of electrons, and 
pro tons.-* ; * Electrons- apd protons are the minutest 
substances, pery adiiig in. the cosmic state andlhere- - 
fore, the consciousness in Xhat sfato is cosmic in 
character There . is no differentiation -in -. that , 
state $?nci the^Gpdho.od of t^at^plane is' iliumina- - 
ting. Poweiv divine. Cosmic Godhood being beypnd 
all names andformsand ail. kinds .of ^differentia-, 
tions peace, harmony and; beatitude will be ‘.’bes- 
towed on .the yoUries of such a. God by. that Cos- 
mic Being.- '^aterial science. vill certainly.;. help 
us to conceive a cosmic state of consciousness full 
of the light .of ; iightning.. Tha^tate^’-known '* v 
among Hindus , as -iSaguria • iBrahtpari’ dr Mother 
Divine <• ”'V:* ' : ' ' '• y- : 

■ . ' / '-'A ‘ v 

Disciple: — By scientific analysis’one can, find 
out' atomic state.- and .electronic, state, in this * 

plane 6f earth itself ’Swamjjd told. , me, that ..there .. '[ 

are different plauete of existence whore atomic; and 
electronic', conditions' prevail: ’• Will you kindly 
enlighten me? . : ' !:» V 
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Swamiji: — A toms* electrons, protons and 
neutrons also can be found out by analysis of anj 
object in any laboratory. I told you about oer 
tain regions in the fourth dimension where thest 
substances alone exist. Those planes where thes( 


of spirit and matter known as Parasakthi Man- 

dala there is poi-ifiihility of the existence of 
human souls* 


substances alone exist are called planes .of pxis 
tence where souls reside in causal and astral bodies 
This plane of earth is full of quintupled element! 
although there is possibility of , finding s out. pun 
atoms, electrons, protons and neutron .by analy- 
sing any object of this plane. In the higher plane 
of existence you .^ilL no {. find , any object made, o 
the lower developments of matter. Spirit Divj;.n< 
pervades in all these, planes alike. But it . shine; 
more in the higher regions as, the matter ..perva 
ding in those planes is of very. fine, character. A 
wo go higher and higher, we may experience mor 
and more of spiritual joy as. Spirit- Divine,is sub 
lime beatitude. The highest plane of cosmic con 
sciousne88 is pervaded by electrons and proton 
and therefore. .the plane is.said , to. be. -full .of ligh 
of lightning. The experience there will .be. da zz 
. .?ing light of knowledge and bliss. , Por ,wa,pt . v c 
; vibrations in neutrpn, we may not find higher an 
evolved states, of existence in the state. of iothereon 
plane of neutron. In the state of highest. existent 



SRI RAMAKRISHNA AND EVOLUTION OF 
COSMIC GODHOOD. . ' 

Disciple: — I desire to know* if Sri Rarna- 
krishna has contributed anything cowards th e 
evolution of a cosmic Godhood- 

Swamiji: — Yes, He alone has revealed a Cos- 
mic Power as God. All other incarnations and 
prophets were manifestations to revive spiritual 
laws followed by a particular religion or to es- 
tablish new religion that was the need of the age 
and place. Sri Ramakrishna’s advent was only 
to vitalize all faiths and religions existing in this 
world by practising and realizing different practi- 
ces prescribed by them 'although He was a 
Hindu. First of al\.He attained the highest goal 
that is attainable i(i super-conscious experience 
by a highly evolved seeker after Truth who follows 
the religion of ancient sages of India and be 
came a knower of Brahman as declared in ‘Sru- 
this’ or sacred books on revealed divine knowled- 
ge. Then He practised other faiths and religions 
as ordained by the Power Divine. His practices 
of different methods prescribed by differept reli- 
gions were not only meant for proving that all of 
them were different paths leading to the 6ame 
goal, but also for empowering and infusing with 
vitality all those paths and practices of all faiths 
and religions of the world. We have never heard 
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of such a life of one who lias practised and reali- 
zed all kinds of practices prescribed by different 
religions and faiths of this world. This wonder- 
ful man was a unique manifestation in this world 
of ours and He himself declared that His advent 
was from the cosmic plane of divine light. We 
know that there were r divine manifestations once 
in five hundred or thousand yeais to revitalize 
any of the then existing faith or religion, spreading 
wonderful waves of spiritual current or loestablish 
new faiths, but we have not heard of a divinity 
who was not manifested for any particular faith 
or religion. Such a wonderful personality was 
manifested from the cosmic state of Godhood as 
the time needed a new evolution. His advent 
was for harmonizing different religions and. to 
bring up a spiritual renaissance,’ It was there- 
fore essential that such a manifestation should 
take place from cosmic state of Godhood. He 
accepted a Cosmic Being known as Mother Divine 
who is the source of all these visible and invisible 
universes, as His chosen ideal. Although it was d 
Godhood accepted by Hindus only, He declared 
that that power was known as Father in Hcaven> 
Allah or God in other religions as well. He practi- 
sed different religions, attained their goals and 
found that all those paths wore loading to the 
goal known as God or ISrahip^n. You have agked 
26 
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mo if Ho has contributed anything towards the 
evolution of a cosmic Godhood. These descrip- 
tions mav convince • you that He has revea e a 
cosmic Godhood who exists in cosmic consciou • 
ness beyond all names and forms. 

Disciple: — He did not proclaim before the 
world that His advent was to establish sneh a 
Godhood in this world. His descriptions about 
God are also following Hindu conceptions. Hov 

can we understand that His advent vas or re 

vealing a cosmic Godhood ? 
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• derful divinity- Both Sri Ramakrishna and 
Swami Vivckananda are manifested in this plane 
; of earth from cosmic stale of consciousness, accor- 
ding to the declarations of Sri Ramakrishna. 
Swami Vivekananda also spoke about cosmio God- 
hood known as Brahman or Atman. His field of 
activities was the whole world and His aim in 
life was to lead the society of men, irrespec- 
tive of caste, creed and colour to that cosmic 
state of Godhood. Theso great personalities con- 
tributed much lor the evolution of the conception 
of a cosmic Godhood for humanity at large. . ; 


Swamiji: — It is indeed true lhat He was 
Hindu by birth. But by His lifr nnd Peters Hj 
became, a man of all religions. JTm conception ol 
God was Hint, of a power Hint is (be source, mist 
.iuiiig power and attainable goal or everything » 
this universe. That, state of God is known a. 
cosmic Godhood. Sri Ramakrishna did not pro 
claim the, purpose of His advent, but He revea e 
spiritual knowledge after making experiments in 
His life.. It was the great Swami Vtvekanandt 
who received those revelations and proclaims 
before this world and prepared the ground tor t 
religious renaissance. The Swamiji was als 
brought, down fiom the highest- region of the cos 
mic plane of divine light by Sri Ramakrishna xi 

parry on the purpose of the advent of. this \voii 


Disciple: — May I know the real purpose 
behind the advene of tlicso two great souls at this 


ag° 1 

Swamiji: — This is a question not concerning 
with human society. Various evolutions are 
taking place in this cosmos as ordained by the 
Power Divine known as God ol the universe*. 
Such secrets are nob to be revealed before human 
society- You can sec wonderful developments 
taking place as a result of these lives in this world 
as foreseen by them. Sri Ramakrishna used to 
say that unknown people speaking unknown lan? 
guages in far oil' lands will become His followers. 
Now you see that there are many who follow His 
teachings. Although He was treated as mad by 
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the people of His own native land while He was 
alive, He is being worshipped as God by many, all 
over this world within a few years after His pass- 
ing awa}\ It was Swami Vivekananda who 
declared before this world that Sri Ramakrishna 
was a wonderful manifestation of Sublime Divini- 
ty in a human form. The purpose of the advent 
of those great personalities at this age is to make 
a religious renaissance and to harmonize between 
material science and spiritual science. They have 
introduced wonderful evolutions in the conception 
of a cosmic Godhood and also made adjustments 
in the conception, practices and ideals of the follo- 
wers of the religion of the sages of India and tried 
to spread the message of peace and harmony 
among different religions of this world* The 
effect of their lives and works arc getting mani- 
fested slowly and this world will know more about 
them in course of time. There is a wonderful 
evolution taking place in the Kingdom of God as 
a result of their advent. 

Disciple: — The kingdom of God is eternal 
and unchangeable- How can there be changes 
and evolutions there ? 

SwamijI: — Brahman the Absolute is eternal 
and unchangeable while personal Gods with or 
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without forms are changing and evolving accord- 
ing to the changes and evolutions taking place in 
this world of ours. You know that Lord Krishna 
was born about five thousands of years ago. No 
one knew about such a being before His advent- 
After His time* people worship Him and meditate 
upon Him as their chosen idonl. Ho was an 
incarnation of God of Vaikunta and as such He 
had to attain that plane of God— consciousness 
after leaving this earth. Moreover He is being 
worshipped and followed by crores of human 
beings ever since His advent to this plane of 
earth and as a result of their faith and devotion 
and also conception of the consciousness during 
meditations such a personality has to manifest in 
the plane of God-eo.nsciousness to bless His. de- 
votees- Lord Krishna W'as not only a God for 
His folio wers4)ut He was also manifested state of 
divinity in a human form- That ; divine power 
that shone as Lord Krishna has to remain as an 
individual deity in the plane of God— conscious- 
ness. Lord Christ was born about two thousand 
years ago and. He too has crores of followers- 
Lord Buddha, Mohammed Nabi and others also 
are having innumerable followers. Every time 
of an adjustment in this plane of earth by- a 
Messenger of God, it is necessary to have certain 
adjustments in the higher regions also- where 
God-consciousness exists- Evolution of pew 
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Godlioods will take place in the higher regions. 
You know that the souls of men who follow Lord 
Christ or Mohammed Nabi will have to go bo a 
state where those divinities reside. Before the 
advent, of Christ there was no sphere of Christ in 
the plane of God- consciousness. But after His 
advent such an evolution took place in the King- 
dom of God. Similarly a wonderful evolution is 
taking place as a result of the advent of Sri llama- 
krishna and Vivekanauda to this world. 

Disciple:— What do you say Swamiji, every 
time- after the. advent of a groat personality in 
this plane of earth, is there the necessity of an 
adjustment in the plane of God-consciousness ? 

Swamiji: — 1 did not say that there is an ad- 
justment alter the bit ill oi a gi eat personality in 
this world. You are under the impression -that 
these incarnations and prophets arc notable per- 
sonalities of this plane oi earth. Incarnations 
and prophets are bum as ordained by the Lord 
of the universe and they arc being followed by 
mores of human souls as a result of the same 
divine ordination. No one can make a soul of 
man, however great lie may be, as a God or deity 
in the Kingdom ui God. Sri Ivamakiishna did 
not want that His devotees should treat Him as 


their Guru (preceptor) oven. But, due to (lie 
mysterious will of God He lias become God to 
many a human being. You arc not going to live 
to see the growth of His glory after afe.w hundre- 
ds of years. Thousands and thousands will follow 
and worship Him and they will have to reach a 
state where His divine state and personality reside. 
Due to the ad vent of material ' science and also 
due to the wonderful evolutions and realizations 
suited to t fi is age during His life time Sri Rama- 
krishna stands as a unique personality in the his- 
tory of mankind* He has to deal with a religious 
revival affecting the whole world and make ad- 
justments suited to this age* His life was a la- 
boratory of religions to prove that all religions 
and faiths arc different paths leading to different, 
stales oi God-consciousness. Ho declared that 
the highest state is unity beyond all diversities 
known as Brahman and He attained that slate in 
supereonseious state of Ha mad hi* This unmani- 
fested Brahman becomes manifested in vibrant 
state as a wonderful Power Divine whom He 
called Mother Divine. He accepted • that Power 
as His chosen ideal and attained realizations of 
Mother Divine through various kinds of practices. 
His experience was that. all. deities, 'whomsoever 
He meditated upon, became one with Him. lie 

>yaf? manifeslccj frprn the plane of Cosmic . Being, 

. • ' * 
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He attained the highest state of Nirviknipa ^ 
Samadhi in super-conscious experience where 
there is no limitation of time, space and causation 
and He Himself shone as a Cosmic Being by .? 
being t lie goal or disappearing destination of differ- 1 
ent Gods andGoddesses during His life time. ■ 
All these experiences may be symbolical to show . 
future developments in the Kingdom dl Goa. 

Disciple:— What do you mean by symboli- 
cal experiences of spiritual truths ? 

Swamiji: — Y ou will find from Upanishads 
that spiritual revelations are received through ■ 
symbolical experiences Kathopan’shad speaks of 
a Nachikelhas who went to the presiding deity of 
death to know the state of experiences in the 
planes of existence after death. Kcnopamshad 
speaks of a wonderful manifestation of divinity 
known as Yaksha who taught and gave spiritual 
revelations to Gods who reside in celestial plane. 
Similarly Sri Ramakrishna got revelations about, 
Himself and His formost disciple, S.wnmi Vive- 
kananda through symbolical experience only. 
You know that Sri Ramakrishna went into a most 
exalted state of Bhavasamadhi and saw that Ho; 
was manifested as a child from the cosmic plane- 
0 f light of divine knowledge or light of lightning. 
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That is the state of Saguna . Brahman or Mother 
Divine according to His conception. He found 
that Swarai Vivekananda was manifested as a 
divine manifestation from a wonderful being who 
existed in that plane in deep Samadhi. All these 
experiences were gained much after the birth of 
both of them. Don’t you understand that these 
are mere symbolical experiences revealing divine 
knowledge about both of them. He used to get 
revelations about His devotees aud followers, 
knowledge about Brahman and Brahmamayi 
(Divine Mother), information about what is going 
to take place in future during His life time and 
wliat will take place after His time, through such 
symbolical experiences only. . You may know 
that most of thelPuranas (epics) are written by 
sages describing such symbolic experiences they 
got to reveal spiritual truths or devotional meth- 
ods suited to the notions and conceptions of human 
sooioty at that age. It is through such revela- 
tions that new evolutions take place in spiritual 
conceptions* You have heard about a vision that 
Rani Rasruany who built the famous temple of 
Dakshineswar had when she was about to start on 
a pilgrimage. That vision gave her a new light 
and she dedicated a large portion of her property 
for the good of many and for future generation 
as well. Sri Ramakrishna had a vision Qf Rig 
26 
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Mother Divine producing eV ^m Hc^elf That 
verse and again swaU°wing an evo i ve d conce- 

was an h ° f the p0 wer that is the source 

ption of Godhood tna ^ ,o God Mother 

and destination of everything is God. ^ 

Divine is Cosmic _ Being ! <" ^ oonoeive a3 

is that power whom rWtination of every- 

God as that is the source and destinatio^ 

thing. Bi^ent deities con^^ ^ & plane full 0 f 

powers can lead th that the plane of 

differentiations. Pnds exist cannot he 

Vailcunta Sri **«* 

treated as bey on d ^ B tate of God. 

Sd na Chad His YSlliirT revealed ^ a 
that cosmic state of lower8 of & \\ religions 

common Godhood o hom He described 

of this world as Cob™ 0 Being wM Bra h 

as Power Divine f CO smio God 

mqn a nd He attained that state vi 

hoodoo bless His devotees and followers. 

Doonut-to I to understand that Mother 

Divine is the Cosmic Being ? 

There is no motherhood or a ier 

S wAMUn-Tliere rs m exist ; ng be 

hood there. God is a P female. It 

yond the differentiations of male ana 

La. light .f light .*i wrfg. Ttm 
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is no differentiation of any kind in that state of 
existence. Ho called that state of Godhood as 
Mothor Divine and said that it is the Powor that 
is called God or by any other name by the foll- 
owers of different faiths and religions.. This God 
is to be worshipped by ali religious minded peo- 
ple if they are to attain the state of cosmic 
Godhood. 

Disciple: — I want to know more about the 
changes and adjustments that may take place in 
those higher regions of spirit as a result of the 
advent of Sri Ramakrishna. 

Swamui: — I told you that it is not a subject 
to bo discussed here as those changes and adjust- 
ments are ununderstandablo by men of this earth* 
As you are asking with earnestness I will tell you 
something more about the now evolution going 
to take place in those regions. I told you that a 
manifestation of the form and personality of Sri 
Ramakrishna will have to take place in the plane 
of God-consciousness for the sake of His follo- 
wers and devotees* It is not that ali His follo- 
wers and devotees are going to attain that state 
of God-consciousness when they depart from this 
plane of earth, but some devoted and pious souls 
may reach that state according to the merit of 
their spiritual practices. The form and person- 
ality of Sri Ramakrishna will have to remain as 
sublime divinity as the head of that plane* You 
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know that Hu Himself said that the coin of the 
period of Akhar will not have money value at 
this age although the value of gold may not .be 
lost g He is declared as Yugavathara by the great 
stand Vivekananda meaning that He » the m- 
carnation for this age. The most ‘“.portant un 
carnations of Hindus were Lord llama and X 
Krishna They were sublime divinities of the 
plane of God-consciousness during th oh : age- ihe 
same divine power that appeared as B»m» an 
later on as Krishna was manifested in llama 
krishna according to His own declaration. It 
therefore clear that Sri Ramakrishna is the person- 
ality that will Shine as the sublime divinity in 
that plane hereafter. 

Disciple: — D o you mean to say Swamiji that 
Sri Ramakrishna attained the plane of God- con- 
sciousness only in spite of His super-oonseious ex- 
perience of Nirvikalpa Samadhi 1 

Swamiji: — H e has attained the state of: Brah- 
man as He was a knowor of Brahman Bu 
the sake of His followers and devotees, His p 
sonality and form has to exist manifested m the 
plane of God-consciousness. You know tha. 
lord Siva, Lord Vishnu and other deities exist m 
that plane in manifested form and personality for 
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the sake of their devotees although (hey are con- 
ceived as all-pervading Gods. Lord Rama 
appeared as Lord Krishna in the plane of earth to 
make evolutions and adjustments suited to the 
changed conditions here. There are any number 
of devotees who worship Lord Rama oven now in 
this plane of earth. Although the individualized 
soul of Rama reincarnated as Krishna, the form 
and personality of Rama has to exist in that plane 
of God-consciousness for the sake of devotees. 
Similarly Sri Ramakrishna also will have to exist 
in the plane of God- consciousness to bless His 
followers and devotees who are increasing year by 
year. These glorious manifestations of forms and 
personalities take place in the glory of the Cosmic 
.Being. This is of course a new evolution of a God 
in the plane of God-consciousness. Sri Rama- 
krishna’s advent was from cosmic state of God- 
hood and He meditated on such a God. He 
taught His devotees and disciples the conception 
of a God who is all-pervading Power Divine. By 
practices and realizations He became the embodi- 
ment of all Gods and Goddesses of all faiths and 
religions. You can imagine that He being a 
manifestation from the cosmic state of Godhood, 
different Gods and Goddesses could become one 
with Him as all forms and personalities are mani- 
fested from Cosmic Being only. Sri Rama- 
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mu: Being y diff onoeB between faiths and 
and forms and ^ gay that the manifest- 

of divinity in the plane of Cos.mcBemg 
i -chu'i So far incarnations ot God 

iSSl ' iR d wtbe Lord of Vaikunta. Messen- 
appeared d from that state only as 

gers of 0**0;$ Q{ Qod . That plane 

ofTxistenee is within the glory of those .divine 

~ -»"-r '1 •%£ 

feawssss^s^ 

°f ® tha t He is to he the living glory of the plane 
f f'n l consciousness and also the newly evolved 
divine glory of the plane of cosmic consciousness. 

Disciple:— There is no personality e j. ,8tn '8 

,h. pi.™ of "s" L„.- 

Cosiiiic Being? 


Swamiji* — X told you that a wonderful evo- 
lution is going to take place as a result of the 
advent of Sri Ratnakrishna from the state of Cos- 
mic Being. He was a manifested state of Cosmic 
Being and also a combination of all Gods and 
Goddesses of different faiths and religions, ^lore- 
over He was a combination of different paths and 
practices prescribed by different religions. He 
was again a combination of different goals men- 
tioned by different paths and He was the highest 
principle as He had attained that state bj r super- 
conscious experiences. Such a wonderful mani- 
festation was the need of the age as there is the 
necessity of a new evolution in that region of the 
spirit* It was again a wonderful phenomenon 
that the life of that wonderful personality was a 
manifestation by symbolizing spiritual truths 
after making experiments by following different 
faiths. That life was a religious laboratory to 
prove the truth of the existence of Spirit Divine 
through occult practices. That is also an evolu- 
tion needed at this age as there is a necessity of 

harmonizing between material science and reli- 
gion. Human society has advanced much in the 
knoAvlodge of material science. There is there- 
fore a need of a spiritual renaissance to establish 
spiritual laws in the field of material evolution as 
all evolutions are taking place in the glory of 
spirit only. Sri Ramakrishna s life contributed 


» 
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much to prove and establish the truth of the exist- 
ence of a power called God. Ho could see, talk 
and get guidance from that mysterious power 
called Mother Divine. Such a manifestation of 
divinity appeared in this world to make adjust- 
ments suited to the need of the age and the result 
is a renaissance in the spiritual science. Modern 
culture requires a new evolution of Godhood^ of 
cosmic character. That requirement is being u 
filled as ordained by the Power Divine through 
the advent of Sri Ramakrishna. 

Disciple: — Cosmic Being is spirit in vibrant 
state and it is existing in eternity. Different 
Gods and Goddesses are manifestations from that 
cosmic state only. What was the necessity of a 
new evolution as all the existing Gods and God- 
desses of different faiths and religions are evolved 
deities of the Cosmic Being only- 

Swamiji: — These evolutions will take place 
always suiting to changed conditions and menta- 
lity of the society of men- You can see from the 
history of this world that human society is pass- 
ing through various changes and evolutions as 
ordained by the Power Divine who pervades the 
whole cosmos. Divine manifestations like Rama, 
Krishna, Buddha, Christ, Mohammed Nabi and 
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many other divinities appeared in this world to 
niake adjustments and evolutions suited to time, 
place and causation. Sri Ramakrishna appeared 
to make adjustments and evolutions at this ag e . 

• From my descriptions you have understood •’’'the 
need of evolutions in the realms of the spirit also 
according to the'changed conditions in this world. 
The need of this age is to get a cosmic Godhood 
evolved as the modern culture can* understand a 
cosmic consciousness. • \ *' 

Disciple:— God is omnipotent, omnipresent 
and omniscient Power Divine and in the glory of 
that Power things will go on. Why special mani- 
festations are to appear to make adjustments and 
evolutions? 

Swamiji:— The glory of Spirit is that it . will 
manifest as soon as a vibration takes place ,in 
that ununderatandable Spirit. You. know that ’ 
the wish of Brahman is the cause of manifestations 
of Divine Powers and the whole of this oosmos- 
Spirit is sublime state of consciousness beyond all 
vibrations and that spirit beoomos vibrant by 
mere wish of the same principle- In every state 
after development, the spirit gets evolved and 
manifested as divinity according to the condition* 
prevailing there. In the state of God-conscious- 
ness the manifested state of Godhood is the prote., *• 
27 
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oting Power whom followers of different religions ' j 
call by the names of Vishnu, Narayana, Father m, i( = 
Heaven, Allah or God in Heaven. The concep- 
tion about these Gods are that they are to, , 

powers without any form of any kind although. , 

Hindus conceive certain forms representing these, 
powers for their worship and meditations.' These . 
forms were revealed by divinities who exist as , 
glories of the Cosmic Being- Ancient sages got 
revelations from divinities and they went nto 
deep meditations on those forms till they tea zed 
such deities in Samadhi. They gave descriptions _ | 
about the form, state and qualities of those de- 
ities as they realized for the good of the society at ; 
large These forms of God are existing 
plane of God-consciousness in different spheres 

under the reign of the Cosmic Being- I will re- . 

veal a truth that these deities exist in the plane 
God-consciousness, only to bless and to give ex- 
perience to their followers and devotees as.^hey 
conceive and meditate upon such a God while 
thftv were in this plane. of earth. Cosmic duties 

are carried on as directed by the Cosmic Being 
who is known as the Power Divine or Ordaining 

Power. 

Disciple: — Swamiji told me that Lord Rama, 
Lord Krishna, Jesus Christ, Mohammed Nabr 
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and such other manifestations of God are the 
heads of different spheres in the plane of Clod- 
consciousness. Now you say that there are other 
heads of different spheres existing in that plane. 
Will you kindly enlighten me on these points ? - * 

Swamiji:— I .was going to explain all those 
points after disclosing this truth. In the plane 
of God -consciousness there are different spheres 
for different faiths and religions. Hindus alone 
worship God with forms. Before the advent of 
the worship of incarnations, Hindus used to wor- 
ship personal Godr like Siva and Vishnu as reve- 
aled by divinities. Some people worship those 
deities even now. ■ • . ' 

Discjlfle: — I have seen Buddha Viharas 
(monasteries of Buddhists) where Lord Buddha’s 
images are being worshipped. Will not those 
worshippers attain the. piano of God-consciousness 
.where. such a form exists ? •. ; ; , 

i 

Swamiji: — Buddhists do not accept, the exis- 
tence, of a God or a soul in man. Tho aim of 
their practice is to attain Nirvana or nothingness. 
They try to concentrate and meditate on a point 
or nothingness to get beyond tho state of cons- 
ciousness as they consider that man is mere cons- 
c'ousness only. Very few will be able to attain 
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8I10 h a state by meditation, as there will be (liffi- | 
cult y uiedi- i 

-u. - ■>— - 

their refuge. ; 

Disciple: — I have not heard if Sri llama- 

hrishna experimented the path of mediation 

taught by Lord Buddha. 

SvviMUi: — We do not know the details of 

can say vh during that period. 

.*?■. 

divine agencies also over and ^dhl 

H. ™~«> ‘ «f . God o, 

B P infc y 4 ctnhlish spiritual renaissance only. 

“T wilh 1 

the arguments of any nihilist many way. 

Disciple:- Swamiji, yon told mo now that 
such a resignation ? 

SwaMIJI'- — T hey will attain realization of the 
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form and personality of Lord Buddha in the 
plane of God-consciousness. 

Disciple:— M ay I take it for granted that 
the form and personality of Lord Buddha is exis- 
ting in the piano of God-consciousness? 

Swamui:— Yes, all Gods whom their votaries 
worship and. meditate upon will be existing in 
the plane of God -consciousness. Followers of 
Buddha who do not attain the highest Ninana 
will have to reach the plane of God-consciousness, 
if they are leading their lives as directed by Him. 

Disciple: — Mohammedanism and Christiani- 
ty do not believe in any God with form. Who 
will be the head of the spheres of the follwers of 
those faiths in the Kingdom of God ? 


Swamui:— It is well known that Prophet 
Nabi and Jesus Christ will be the heads of those 
spheres in that plane They do not eoncerve of 
superhuman beings as Gods residmg in the King- 
dom of God and as such they have no such Gods 
existing there. They believe that invisible Power 
Divine reigns over the Kingdom of God and main- 
tains justice. They are followers of Prophet Nal.r 
and Lord Christ and those messengers of God are 
their leaders in the Kingdom of God. Hindus 
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..ho have similar Gods or Lords whom they call 
tines of God. Rama. Krishna and Rama- 
r° : -hna are sl ieh divinities residing in the piano of ; 
hnshna g 1(tanian divinities also reside 

N fllkU “ ', al „,t above. Sri Ramakrishna revealed 

"Si." - «>“ - «» l»f "" 

to lead the soul of man to cosmic state, of 
7 ' AS \\ mod Sri Ramakrishna is the manifested 
, 0( o divinity in the cosmic plane of conscious- 
I as i described before and He exists in that 

nessasl k lW (embodied divine 

. state as - the sou l s residing in that 

P ? Wer) ‘dthout distinction of caste, creed and 

P W You know that He had attained Nirvi- 

kalpa state of Samadhi where the soul of man can 
become Brahman. It is the highest state of ex- 
perience where the individual becomes Brahman 
In the case of Sri Ramakrishna, the Ordaining 
power ordained His return after becoming Brah- 
* as He was destined to be the manifested di- 
vinitv-in the cosmic plane of consciousness. He 
was given training in all kinds of practices ot 
different religious and faiths and was given ex- 
periences that all Gods and Goddesses are entering 
and disappearing into Him by that wonderful po- 
wc r Divine to evolve out a cosmic Godhood be\ ond 
all distinctions of faiths, and religious. He is t le 
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head of the cosmic state of consciousness where 
votaries of Cosmic Being exist and enjoy commu- 
nion with Him. I need not ,say. : that He exists' 1 
as a manifesied glory in . Brahman,, as He- could . 
maintain individuality even in the state^o^;. 
Brahman. 

: .I- ■ • < - 3 

Disciple: — I do not understand all these my- } 

sterions developments as mentioned by you. .How , 
can you predict these developments and evolu-^ 
tions in the higher regions of the. spirit ?. . r , Tl 

. • > ' . . 

Swamiji: — You know that Sri Ramakrishna s- 
words will never go in vain. . He declared tha^.l^j 
am a manifestation of the divine power known as-! 
Siva who is said to be the bestower ,of salvation^ 
according to Hindu faith. Siva, f the . giver ofy 
Mukthi is the embodiment of divine knowledge. 

I knew that I was a manifestation' from that power 
known as Sivaeven in my : childhood. Sri- Rama-: f 
krishna told me. .that He. will exist ; wherever -'I'” 
desire Him to e.xist' and it , may-bo '.beyond:.your ; < ( - 
understanding if I say (that .1 am the authority ,, 
for all these evolutions. I was capable of, predict-., . 
ing various developments and- evolutions, in, this. 4 
world while I was in a human' body. N6w ; I 
am in a divine state’ and 'I 1 , am capable'- of 
knowing many things mote tban-hofor©. - 7 
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Disciple; — Swamiji, X desire to know why 
God appears in ibis plane of earth to effect such 
adjustments and evolutions suited to d.fferent 

ages? 

Swamiji: — I told you that the wish of the 
Cosmic Being gets manifc stcd in all plane. .of W 
tenceinthe order of superiority. n 
poreal universe the manifestation w, ^ 
in a tangible manner. Such aj J J ^ 
evolutions took place in this world thr ^ 

life of my Master and myself. I W ft ,. ve . 
bring out .these publications whil I ^ ^ ^ 
But I had to leave this plane ofe « no w. ' 
young age and that desire is ei g ma ke 

After^ leaving tbl. *- of ~ 

adjustment, and wol.tkm. in «» h 'f ‘“ ’’ ‘ 

,p„i. .. w. «b. “ 

on such adjustments here. These thing ^ 

understandable by human beings, a J 

matters of higher regions. It is enough if you 

know that we are to make such adjustments 
those higher regions as we have effected ^certain 
adjustments here. People may not under 
that we have been watching and guiding all 
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adjustments taking place in this plane of eartiy 
but you may know that wo are at the bottom of 
all growths towards the evolution of a cosmic 
state of Godhood and practices leading to such an 
attainment of Cosmic Being. I do not want to 
reveal further -details about the adjustments and 
evolutions in those planes of existence as they are 
ununderstandable to human beings. Yet I Bay- 
that there' is a system of arrangement to lead hu,. 
man souis to different planes of existence in the; 
higher regions of - spirit and that kind of leading 
work is done by divinities or eternal beings ot, 
those planes. They are special divinities residing 
in those planes as the manifested glories of the 
Cosmic Being. They get inspiration or direction, 
from cosmic state of consciousness and they act 
accordingly. You have heard that four of 
Sri Ramakrishna’s disciples were Iswarakotis. I»- 
warakoti means divinity or Parshada nr atten-. 
dant of God. Ab times they als6 accompany 
incarnations of God when they appear in this 
plane of earth. During the advent of Rama and 
Krishna it is said that many of them were born 

with them. You know that those incarnations 

appeared manifesting full glory and powers of 

God. It was therefore; necessary to bring man^ 

of the attendants also with them. Sri Rama- 
krishna was manifested from cosmic .state ot 
28 
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Godhood where there is no such pomp and glory ' 
existing. Lord Krishna’s soul also manifested, 
in thaUife and that was the cause of bringing. . 
four of His attendants also with Him- Swami 
Vivekananda was brought down from the highest 
plane of existence to carry on the above adjust- :, 
merits and evolutions. I need riot say that Sri- 
Sarada Devi, the consort of Sri Raraakrishna was 
from the plane of Divine Mother only. Sri Rama- . 
krisiina had many of His disciples from, higher 
regions only. They were great sages or devotees, 
before. Sri Raraakrishna need not be considered 
as an incarnation of God as Be was from the.Cos- 
mic- Being. But He was . a wonderful diviner 
personality much beyond the state of an incar- . 
nation. I used to say that He was not a person- 
ality and that He was a principle only. I know 
that He was bom with a special purpose and I 
found that He was having divine ordination in 
every walk of life. I have never heard of such a 
divine manifestation anywhere in this world m 
the history of mankind. Such purity and divini- 
ty alone can exist as a guiding principle in the 
plane of cosmic consciousness. That state of 
existence is so divine and that is the state where 
the individual can have communion with the 
Cosmic Being or Brahman. You can consider 
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that state as the ocean of Satehidananda (exis- 
tence, knowledge and bliss absolute)- You know 
that in the topmost portion of the flab waters of 
tl e sea there will be ; : Ivibrations of waves mani- 
fested always. But at the bottom of the fathom- 
less waters there will* be no vibrations of any 
kind and infinite stillness prevails there. Th^fc 
state of stillness is Brahman in that plan© of cos- 
mic consciousness. Sri Raraakrishna is to exist 
in that state of divinity as a manifested glory . pf 
Brahman. Divinities will carry on . the cosmic 
business as desired or- wished by this glory of Cos- 
mic Being. I have revealed all these truths to 
you as I am the authQrity in those planes as!. I 
was the manifested personality of Sri Rarna- 
krishna in this plane of earth. There are many 
things more to be disclosed to you as I am direc- 
ted by the Power Divine- I will slowly disclose 
them as I have to write two or three moro bookB 
in this manner. • : f 

Disciple: — Swami ji t will you kindly tell me 
why you have selected me as your medium .jn 
writing these books. •'* 

SwaMiji: — M y boy, there are various secrets, 
not to be divulged out. . I will tell you all those 
things later on. You may take it for granted 
that it is due to divine ordipationi 
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• Disciple: — Sri Ratnakrislma is a mani testa- 
tion from Cosmic Being as I understand from 
your descriptions Is Ho the head of the 
plane of cosmic consciousness? 

Swamiji: — I told you that He is the embodi- 
ment of the Spirit Divine in vibrant state. That 
state is called Mother Divine known as Para 
Sakthi or Chitsakthi. Both these aspects are not 
. different although denoted by two names. Para 
Sakthi' is the 'Power Divine beyond conc eption as 
it is a developing state of Divine Power, Fully 
developed state is Chitsakthi. Sri Ramakrishna is a 
, manifested state of .that Power Divine who is only 
Spirit in vibrant state. He is the presiding deity . 
of the Cosmic statb of Godhood gotting evolved 
as a result of His advent in this plane of earth as 
I told you just now. Duo to His attainment of 
Nirvikalpa state of Samadhi, He exists in Brah- 
man as a manifested glory duo to the existence of 
unmanifested ‘I’ conciousness in Him. It is this ' 
glory of Brahman that loads and guides human 
beings irrespective of their faith and religion to- 
that beatitude known as Spirit Divine ur Brah- 
man. I have become His instrument iu this 

plane of earth and it is my part in those realms, 
of the spirit to make adjustments and evolutions 
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suited to this ago of material science. I was des- 
tined to be His messenger who illumined the 
whole world with the message of harmony among 
different faiths and religions ami also between 
material science and spiritual scienco and I 
am going to be the authority for further develop- 
ments and evolutions in those regions also. I 
was brought down to this plane of earth from 
that exalted state of Spirit Divine b}' Sri Rama- 
krishna to fulfil the purpose of His advent. 

Disciple:— Swamiji, you mentioned . your 
name whenever you made reference about you in 
these books. Now you are using the first person 
when you refer about you. Why is this distin- 
ction ? • •' 

Swamiji: — I was dictating the book to you 
to bo published making you the author. of the 
publication. Now I am speaking about, my per- 
sonal secrets to you and that is the reason of 
using direct speech. . ~ 

Disciple: — Swamiji told me that the spirit 
in vibrant state is causing all material develop- 
ments. lam sorry to say that I am not fully 
satisfied with my understanding about those 
developments. 

Swf Ajtti: — My boy, that is an un understand- 
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S developments so that “-ihereTs 

about the developmen s existins in e ter- 

the most sublime s a . j- existence un- 

nity. It is an infimte P«v«,on of o. ^ ^ subg _ 

manifested in any way ', . rinilv G f existence iniiui- 

tralmn and self-ehuimg - mvs terious wish 

turn. 1 have spoken about a my ^ ^ 

that manifested m that p ^^ knoW „ as Para 

manifests as a won er 1 ^ d f ro m my 

Sakthi. You must hav ’ in „ is a vibration 

descriptions that the act ° vish f u l state is 

manifested in the Pin jav0 also told you that 

known as larasaktl • at e only* Vibrant 

vibration originates in ***•£* ° e rtness as the 
state of spirit produces a . ate ^ n inertness 

glory of that Power. Divine and^ tha 

appeared from the Spui ■ in in(i mte expau- 

krithi or neutl0 “ . e S . P 8Ule Md when it begins to 
sion, in unraamfested divine ether and 

vibrate it becomes Divine is 

divine Prana. . ^ c0 G f the mysterious 

. . divine ether which » ThiB p ra naor - Power 

. . power called divine p ' kth i and the result- 

■ Divine gets vibrating “ of th e matter 

ot .«.»*» “, ,b " “ Ib “ 

kpown as neutron or mo p 
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mysterious divine power develops as fully vibrant 
state and that state is known as Cl itsakthi Due 
to vibration in spinf pervading the inert su is 
tanee known as neutron or Moolapraknth i. that 
substance gets manifested as electrons and • pro- 
tons in vilfrhnt state. Divine ether in vibrant 
state combined with divine Prana in vibrant. ®* a ® ' 

is the condition prevailing m that electronio staf 

known as Vidyunmandala. Spirit manitestea 
through the state of, elcolronio and protonic ex- 
pansion is known as cosmic ^consciousness .1! 
spirit existing as the soul of the soul of Para Sakthi 
ifknown as Parc Siva and the spirit existing as 
the soul cf the soul of power in th e developed 
state is known as Siva according to Hmdn faith. 
Fully developed state of spirit and matter is 
known as Cbitsakthi or Mother Divine' and it is 
from this state of Mother Divine that all 8 P* nt "®] 
and material developments and evolutions tak 
place in the cosmos. You know that the electric 
enemy is generated by the momentum of terrible 
rotation Jf the machineries, from t e d - 
atmosphere of corporeal universe- 1 hat povi er is 
capable of manifesting wonderful phenomenon m 
this world. You can imagine the glory of the 
Power Divine manifesting through 
ted and divine state of electrons, and, protems. 
Wonderful powers manifest from this - state of 
cosmic consciousness and they appear a. Gods 

individual souls, and elemental powers. These 
elemental powers develop as atoms and these 
atoms become gross elements of quintupled nature. 
B )th these kinds of atoms are the causes of v^i- 
ble and invisible universes. - Sublime state of 
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spirit is all— pervading as the soul of the soul of 
everything while the vibrant state of spirit is also 
all-pervading as the soul of everything in the 
universe. You will be surprised to .see from a U 
those descriptions that the highest oneness of 
Spirit Divine is the basis of all developments of 
spirit and matter and that the oneness of matter # 
known as neutron or Moolapralmthi is the source 
of all material developments. Due to vibration 
in Spirit, that Spirit becomes developed as two en- 
tities known as Siva and Sakthi. Due to vibrations 
in the state of Siva-Sakthi union or the union of 
Spirit and matter, the first development- is Moola- 
prakrithi or neutron. Further vibrations 'pro- 
duce Vid vunmandala or fhe plane of electrons and 
protons. Vibrations in that state produce. difiei - 
enfc spiritual Powers known as Gods, Divinities 
and individual souls and different material pow- 
ers known as Thanmathras or elemental powers* 
Mahabhutha-s or elements and five kinds of ele- 
ments of quintupled nature. Both theso fine and 
gross elements constitute all these visible and in- 
visible universes. The glory of the sublime state ;of 
divinity of Spirit Divine is thus getting manifes- 
ted wonderfully. This is in fact a comparative 
study of spiritual and material science. 




